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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.341
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - ESPERANCE DIS-
TRICT, WHEAT PRODUCTION.
Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for

Lands: 1, Is the production of wheat
in the Esperance district this year more
than sufficient to meet the local require-
ments of the district? 2, 'Will the Gov-
ermnent be drawiug upon the surplus
(if any) for the use of settlers who are
situated in less favoured portions of the
State? 3, What will be the approximate
surplus '(if any)!9 4, Is it true that a
comparatively immense, new-area of ag-
ricuiltural laud North-East of Esperance
has been classified during the year end-
ing June, 1914?7 5, How many miles east
of Esperance (approximately) does the
new area extend?7 6, Does this area con-
tain six times as much land as all the
other agricultural areas, classified
throughout the entire State for the year?
7, Is it correct to say that the new
area is over 1,300 square miles in extent,
and that over 510 square miles are re-
ported as being first class land?

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, The latest report from Mr. In-
spector White indicates that this is so.
2, This is not yet decided. It depends
upon the amount available in the other
parts of the State, and the cost of trans-
port. 3, Mr. Inspector White estimates
that the surplus will be 5,600 bushels.
4, Yes. 5, The nearest point is about 21
miles north-east from Esperauce, and it
extends easterly for about SO miles, with

an average width of 16 miles 6, Yes.
7, Yes.

QUESTION--CENSORING NEWS.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier:
1, Is he aware that owing to the action
of the Military Censor in Western Aus-
tralia in seizing the third issue of the
D~ailyj News on Tuesday the public
of Perth was almost deprived of its
usual literary feast, in addition to the
latest 'war news? 2, Is he aware that al-
though war news from London has
passed the Censor in that city, as well
as the censors in the Eastern States be-
fore coming to Perth, the Censor here
insists on using the blue pencil in an
apparently extraordinary manner? 3, Is
he aware that news sometimes arrives
in Perth in the columns of the Eastern
papers which the Censor in Perth will
not allow to be published here? 4, Will
he, as head of the Government, commnuni-
cate with the Defence Minister in Mel-
bourne with the object of having ap-
pointed in Perth a Censor who will ap-
preciate the fact that the people of Wes-
tern Australia are sane and intelligent?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3,
No. 4, Without having any official
knowledge of these matters, which are
controlled exclusively by the Military
authorities, such a reflection upon the
local Censor would not be justified.

QUESTION-CHRISTMNAS AD-
JOURNMENT.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: May I ask
the Premier, without notice, to inform
the House what arrangements he pro-
poses to make in regard to the adjourn-
ment over the holidays?1 It is under-
stood that the Budget will be delivered
on Tuesday and that the House will then
adjourn. I am asking for this informa-
tion, because country members may be
leaving town probably this evening or
to-morrow, and they may not deem it
necessary to return until 'Wednesday if
the Budget is not to be delivered until
that day.

381



382 (ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: The present inten-
tion is to adjourn on Tuesday next until
thie 5th or the 12th January. I think we
shall adjourn to the 12th January. That
day' would better enable membeis to get
back after the holidays.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you propose
to deliver the Budget next Tuesday '

The PREMIER: Yes, if possible, and
if not, on Wednesday, and then we shall
adjourn immediately afterwards.

M'OTION - STANDING ORDERS
AMENDMENT.

General Discussion on Estimates.
The PREMIIER (Hon. J1. Scaddan-

Brown IUill-Iranhoe) [4.3,11: I move-
That the following new Standing

Order, to stand as Standing Order No.
386a, be adopted :-386&. Notwith-
-standing the provisions of Standing
Order No. 372, no member (except the
Minister, who shall have the right of
reply) shall speak more than once
during-(a) A general discussi .on on
the whole of the Estimates held on the
first vote. (b) A general discussion on
the administration of one department
Acid on the first vote of that depart-
ment. in both cases the reply of the
Minister shalt clogs the debate. In all
other cases the rules of debate in Com-
mittee of the Whole shall be main-
tained.

This has been the practice which has beeni
adopted in the past, but as there has been
some little confusion by reason of the
fact that there has been no Standing
Order covering the position, it was
thought advisable that it should be made
clear, and the Standing Orders Commit-
tee which sat last session drafted this n ew
order. and recommended that it should be
emhodied in the Standing Orders for our
guidance.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)-TRD~ READING.
1, Cityv of Perth.
2. Wagin-Kukerin Railway Extension.
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

RTLI,-LAND ACT AMNENDMNENT.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FORl LANDS (Hon.

%V. D. Johnson-Guildford) (4.43] in
moving the second reading said: T'his is
purely a machinery measure, dealing with
the administration of the Forestry De-

pertmnent. As hon. members are aware.
for some years past the Forestry Depart-
inent has been administered by the Min-
ister for Lands, and it is provided in the
Land Act that it shall be so adniinistered.
rThe Reclassification Board which sat to
investigate the odministiation of the vari-
ous departments, recommended to the
Government that there should be a trans-
fer of thie Forestry Department from the
Lands Department. to the Mlines Depart-
mentf. The hoard pointed out, correctly
Ithink, that it very often happened that

a recommendation from the Forestry
branch conflicted with the opinions held
by' the Lands Department, and the 'Min-
isteCr of course was placed in an awkward
position. For instance, the Lands De-
partment might have thought a certain
area of land should be thrown open for
selection for the purpose of cultivation,
and the Forestry Departmnent might hold
the opinion that it should be still reserved
and retained for forestr" purposes, with
the result that the Mlin ister would have
sonic difficulty in deciding as to the
relative merits of the two recommenda-
tions. Consequently we thought that
where such a conflict could arise it was
undesirable to place the -Minister in such
a position and the Government decided to
adopt the recommendation of the Re-
clasqiflcation Board and place the For-
estr v Department under the control of
the Mrinister for Mines. That was done
last July. Since then the department has
been controlled by the Minister for Mines,
but the Land Acet provides that it shall
be controlled by the Minister for Lands,
and while the general details of adminis-
tration have been carried out by the M1in-
ister for Mines, the actual signing of
special Cabinet miinutes or special Execu-
tive Council minutes has still had to he
done by the Mlinister for Lands. The
object of the measure is purely to trans-
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fer the administration of the Forestry
Department from the Lands Department,
not fixing it definitely tinder the control
of the 'Mines Department, hut allowing
the Government to determine which Min-
ister shall control it. it is the intention
of the present Government to leave it
tinder the control of my colleague the
Minister for Vines. but we think it un-
desirable to specially earmark any par-
ticular department for one Minister.
Therefore we have introduced this Bill to
enable any Government to decide which
Mliniqter shall control' the Forestry De-
partment. I think it is in the best in-
terests of the State that the transfer
should be made.

Mr. Taylor, This will put the Forestry
Department on a similar footing to all
other departments.

The MDITISTER, FOR LANDS: That
is so. I move-

That 1he Bill be nowe read a second
time,

Hon. FRANIK WILSON (Sussex)
[4.47]: I have not the slightest objee-
lion to the Government having power to
decide which Minister shall administer
the Forestry Department. Whetber it is
advisahle thur forests should be placed
under the control of the 'Minister for
Mines is somewhat doubtful. I cannot
quite conceive -why it naturally belongs
to the province of the Minister for
Mines.

M1r. A. A. Wilson: There should be
a new department altogether.

The Minister for Lands: A new Min-
ister?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: The posi-
tion which the -Minister for Lands has
outlined might very wvell occur in other
departments where there are a number of
sub-departments. Indeed it has occurred,
there have been conflicts between respon-
sible officers of sub-departments, and the
Minister has had to decide between them.
However, that is not the question now.
Perhaps it is wvise for each Government
to decide who shall administer the For-
estry Department, and I see no reason to
object to the Bill. The measure makes it
optional and if another Government

come into power, they can allocae the
offices as they desire.

Mr. OWOOHLEN (Forrest) [4A8J:
The only observation I desire to make is
in the direction of approving of the,
action of the Government iii transfer-
ring this department from the M.%inister
for Lands. I have advocated this step
for some considerable time, mainly ow-
ing to the fact that it appeared the
Mlinister for Lands had taken on more
than lie could effectively cope with. The
Lands Department is a huge one, having
something over 50,000 clients, and
lacked.- on to it is the Department of
Agriculture and of course various sub-
departments which have been brought in-
to existence to deal wvith rural settlers. It
appeared to me for many years that the
forest interests of the Stale were ne-
glec-ted by the various Governments and
even to-day I regret to see the Forestry
Department taking such a subordinate
position. The whole business of forestry
seems to have been overlooked. To-day
we have no adequate housing for that de-
partment and nothing to advertise to the
world what we can produce, and conse-
quently the best interests of the industry
are lost sight of. The E~stimates will be
submitted shortly and there will then be
ample opportunity to point out the need
for reform and no doubt the Minister
will be able to deal with the suggestions
and reply to the criticisms regarding the
administration of the department. It is
no time now to bring these matters for-
ward, but I believe the continual clash
anid circumlocution evident in the ad-
ministration of the Forestry Department
while attached to the Lands Department
wvill not occur in future, and I believe
that the Minister for M1ines having the
administration of this department is not
likely to find the questions which arise
coming into conflict as they did before.
I approve of the transfer of the depart-
ment.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4.50]: 1
thoroughly agree with the remarks made
by the member for Forrest (Mr. O'Logh-
len). As an old officer of the Forestry
Department, I have for years seen that
department trampled upon by the Lands
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Department. The Minister for Lands
must of necessity, I consider, be abso-
lutely antagonistic to forestry. The for-
estry business of this State, as the mem-
ber for Forrest has said, has been ne-
glected for many years. I, too, will have
a few words to say on the subject when
the Estimates are under consideration. It
is an extraordinary position that there
should have been an acting chief of this
department for 17 years7 but no doubt
we shall hear that this will be altered un-
der the new regime.

The 'Minister for Mines: And every
Minister during the 17 years has ex-
pressed his unbounded satisfaction with
the man conducting the department and
still left him in an acting position.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Then why not con-
firm that man in the position?

Mr. O'Loghlen:- Why put a higher
salary on the Estimates and never give
effect to it?

The Minister for Mines: I have not
been responsible; wait until the Esti-
mates come down.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I have great hopes
that, as this department will in future be
administered by the Minister for Mines,
it will be properly housed. It has been
shifted about from year to year, and with
very bad results. I can remember when
the department possessed a museum. It
is said that three moves are worse than
a fire, and it has been so in the case of
the Forestry Department. The museum
has disappeared.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where is the de-
partment located now?

Mr. WILLMHOTT: It is lost some-
where in Barrack-street. I hope to have
a great deal to say on the subject at a
later stage.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate; reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

BILTJ-LUNACY ACT AMEND'-
MENT.

Received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY-
PRESENTATION.

Mr. SPEAKER-, I desire to announce
to the House that this morning I pre-
sented the Address-in-reply to His Ex-
cellency the Governor, and His Excel-
lency has replied as follows-

Mr. Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly,-In the name
and on behalf of His Mlost Gracious
Majesty the King, I thank you for
your Address.-THarry Barron, Gov-
ernor.

BILL- YILLIMINING-KONDININ
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Hon. J. MITCH-ELL (Northam)
l4.57].. May f fi!rst congratulate the

Minister for Works on the way in which
he moved the second reading of the
several railway Bills. He has endeav-
oured to give us the fullest possible in-
formation in his possession and it is
necessary that the fullest information
should be given when such matters are
being considered. Under this measure
we are asked to build 88 miles of rail-
way which will probably cost something
like £E170,000. This might have been
avoided if the Wickepin-Merredin line
had been carried a little further to the
cast as was originally intended. The
Wiekepin-Merredin railway should have
been the most eastern line in this local-
ity. However, the present Government
determined to deviate it to the west and
so it has become necessary to undertake
the construction of this line still further
east. At the time the Wickepia-Merre-
din railway was discussed, Emu Hill
represented the furthest eastern point
of settlement. Hfon. members will see
by the map displayed in the Chamber
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that during the last two or three years
-during the term of office of the ex-
Minister for Lands-hundreds and prob-
ably thousands of blocks of new land
have been cut up and I presume settled.
The House, therefore, cannot very well
refuse to sanction the construction of
this railway. It is a pity that the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line was not allowed to
take the moute which was originally in-
tended and where Parliament said it
should go. In discussing railway con-
struction it must be remembered that
the Government have entirely departed
from the policy of light railways. When
the present leader of the Opposition
was in control of the department, we
set up a policy of cheap agricultural
lines. It will be remembered by most bon.
gentlemen here that the timber mills
constructed very cheap lines and hauled
very heavy loads over them. The gold.
fields members know that the wood lines
in their districts have been very cheaply
constructed and have worked satis-
factorily for a number of years. When
the policy of the construction of cheap
lines was adopted it was carried out be-
cause it was known that the freight
during the first few years would be only
light, and therefore the interest bill
should be kept down. At that time also,
the Government of the day was not
quite so extravagant with loan moneys.
The then Government determined to
put down cheap lines which could be
standardised later on, and we used the
same kind of sleepers, the same kind of
rails, the same class of material, and
probably similar ballast to that being
used now.

The Premier: You did not always use
the same kind of sleepers.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We put down
some experimental sleepers on the Goo-
malling-Dowerin line which answered
very well for some years, but they have
now been takeni up. The half round white
gumn sleepers are now stacked alongside
the line and they look as sound as the
day they were put down. Along the
Dowerin-Merredin line the sleepers are
the ordinary hewn sleepers. The Gioo-

malling-Dowerin line cost £1,067 per
mile to build. The line has now been
standardised by the expenditure of
£340 a mile to relay the line with hewn
sleepers. The line has now cost £1,400
a mile, the country has had five years'
use of the line, and the sleepers now put
in have their frill life in them. If
members turn to the cost set up by my
friends opposite they will find that no
where have they built a line in agricul-
tural districts so cheaply. They did
build a 40-mile line for £97,000, practic-
ally £2,000 a mile. That is their cheap-
est line. I approve entirely of these
railways, but I want the cost of con-
struction to be kept down and that the
line shall be built as cheaply as possible.

The Premier: Cheap and nasty.
Hon. J. MI1TCHELL: Even at £2,000

a mile a line might be termed cheap and
nasty, but these lines serve their pur-
poses in allowing the settlers to get their
produce to market. We do not want
these railways so that the rate of speed
shall be similar to that of the Kalgoorlie
express. The settlers in these agricul-
tural districts are entitled to have these
facilities, and I should like to see the
greatest mileage carried out in the least
possible time.

The Minister for Lands: We should
have the railways built so that they can
be operated.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Railway
Commissioner has objected to every line
that has been built. After the present
Government built their line at £2,000 a
mile the Commissioner complained. The
Dowerin-Merredin line mentioned by
members was put in order at a very
small total cost.

The Minister for Mines: Three months
after we took over the line the Commis-
sioner for Railways required E30.000 to
be spent on it.

Mr. SPEAKER: This debate is not in
order. It is a general debate on railway
construction. The Bill before the House
is a measure for the construction of a
definite line of railway. I will admit
that last night I allowed several nes
members a certain degree of latitude, but
that was beeause it is the general rule to
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allow new members a certain latitude.
This discussion now is of a general na-
hire, which would be more in order on
the Budget.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am endeav-
ouring to point out to Ministers that we
want these lines, but we want them built
economically. The leader of the Opposi-
tion in his time built lines cheaply and
reduced the running cost. It is of the
utmost importance bdfore we pass this
railway Bill that the agricultural lines as
we knew them when we set out on this
policy are still to be built. If the Speaker
rules that I cannot discuss the cost of the
building of these lines I suppose I must
he content.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the Minister
introduced this Bill he gave reasons for
the construction of the railway and I
want the hon. member to confine him-
self to the discussion of the measure now
under consideration,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I approve of
the building of the line, of course. I
know it is necessary, but I should like to
find out what it is to cost this country
and what the interest bill is to he in the
future. May I not deal with that, Mr.
Speaker?

Mtr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is
perfectly within his right there.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have a return
here published by the Railway Depart-
ment. showing that the agricultural lines
have lost altogether something like
£I3.O0O0, that is during the last 12 month9.

The Premier: That does not give the
sinking fund.

Hon. J. MI1TCHELL: I do not know
about that, but I know the interest bill
on these lines wvar, £61,000. If the Gov-
ernment of which the leader of the Op-
position was Premier had constructed the
lines the interest bill would have been
down to £40.OOO. That is the point I
desire to make. The Goornalling-Wongan
Hills line was built by the leader of the
Opposition and has been paying very
well.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
that all the lines are not paying.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The returns
show that some of these lines are pay-

ing. I approve, too, of there agricultural
lines, because they act as feeders to the
trunk railways in providing traffic, and
when we are asked to construct a line we
should take into consideration the ad-
vantages in that direction. If members
will turn uip the Railway Commissioner's
report they will agree with me that the
spur lines have been of considerable bene-
fit to the general traffic elsewhere. Some-
thing approaching a quarter of a million
of money was collected on agricultural
produce of one kind and another, and a
lot of that would not have reached the
railways but for these light agricultural
lilies. Knowing that, members will face
the authorisation of these lines far more
cheerfully.

Air. Thomas: Don't you think we have
pretty nearly reached the limitl

Hion. J. MITCHELL: No. As a mat-
ter of fact these lines have resulted in a
handsome profit if all the advantages to
the railway system were taken into con-
sideration.

The Premier: What nonsense.

Hon. 5. MITCHELL: I am not con-
tending- that these railways as a whole
are p'ayiug, but I know that £13,600 is a
very low amount to pay for the added
traffi caused by the building of the light
linies.

The Premier: That is not the total
amount we are paying.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Railway
Department merely credit the spur lines
with their portion of the earnings even
where the freight is a long distance
freight. If a person sends produce from
Wickepin to Fremantle the Railway De-
p~artment only credit the spur live with
their portion of the receipts. These agi-
cultural lines must have resulted in the
greatest advantage to the Railway De-
partment. Therefore Ministers should
not object to that. If the Government
had proposed to construct this line fur-
ther east they would save a considerable
amount of money. The extension of the
east and west lines would have been a
more simple matter than the building of
this, great ioop.
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The Minister for Lands: Would you
sacrifice these people then as you sacri-
fice others?

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: I have not sac-
rificed anybody.

The 'Minister for Lands: What about
the Yorkrakine people?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ministers ought
to know that if they would construct the
line further east they would save money.
If the Government had done their duty
they would not be called on to-day to
face this extra expenditure of £70,000.

The Premier: WThat do you mean?
Hon. 3. MITCHELL: You took the

Wiekepin-Mlerredin line too far west.
The Premier: We took it where you

put it in the Bill. We could not get out-
side the authority of Parliament.

H~on. 3. MITCHELL: If the Govern-
menit had wished to take the line further
east they could have done so.

The Premier: The only Government
that tried to do that was your Govern-
ment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am not out to
oppose the railway. I only hope that it
will be constructed as cheaply as pos-
sible. Ministers are never tired of say-
ing that the previous Government went
too far with settlement. The furthest
eastern point of settlement is to be found
on this proposed line, miles further east
than the late Government wvent. it
would he foolish for the Government
to condemn the previous Administration
for going too far east when they have
gone still further east, and having
placed the settlement there they must
provide connection, and the House must
agree to the building of this line.
I am sorry, we cannot discuss the cost of
railway building as it was and as it is.
But, before sitting down, may I express the
hope that M1inisters will use due economy
on this occasion? The new Minister for
'Wo-l" said the other day that the passing
of railway Bills dlid not mean the im-
mediate construction of the railwas. I
think it ought to mean that. We are
borrowingr three millions of money, and
these railways ought to be built at once.
If the railways which had been autborised
when we left office had been laid down

promptly, and if other lines had been
built, there would have been no unem-
ployed to-day. Noa other expenditure of
public funds provides so much work as
does the laying-down of a railvay Thern
is no doubt that in connection with rail-
way building there is expenditure which
feuds to provide wvork for all time. The
building of these agricultural railways
wvill be reproductive wvork in the best sense
of the term. rThere will be work for the
nen laying down the line, mid for men
clearing and cultivating the land for
practically all time, and there win, in
censeqluence, he wvork in the towns.

The Premier: What proportion of
railway expenditure is expended in the
State?

lion. J. MITCHELL: The Premier can
'ell us that, but .1 should say that if a
line were being built by the Liberals the
proportion expended in the State would
probably be 40 per cent., and that if it
is a line built by the present Government
the proportion will probably he 80 per
cent. The rails and fastenings to-day
cost only a little more than in the old
days-just a hundred or two per mile
more. The cost of the labour, however,
owing to the change of Government, has
increased by many hundreds of pounds
per mile. I am endeavouring to make
M1inisters realise that it is very much
belter to build a mile of railway than to
set uip a butcher's shop, that it is better
to build railways than to buy the Perth
trains, or to enter upon any of the other
ventures on which the present Govern-
ment have embarked.

The Premier: Your leader pledged the
country to the purchase of the Perth
tranmways.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: May I ask the
leader of the House to keep quiet? He
is most disorderly. The building of rail-
ways provides work for thousands of
people. One has only to travel down the
Great Southern Railway to realise from
the traffic what has happened in conse-
cuetnce of the development of agricultural
areas. The lines proposed by this Bill
w-ill continue that good wvork. I con-
gratulate the Government upon having
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introduced these several Bills because it
goes to show that they now realise the
fact that the only way to provide con-
tinuous work for the people is by means
of the broad acres of Western Australia.

The Premier: The only way?

Ron. J. 'MITCHELL: The only way to
provide continuous work, work that be-
gets work. it would have been quite im-
possible for me to make Ministers realise
what at last they have realised, either
accidentally or else because of the wisdom
of the new 2linister for Works, namely
the right way to expend loan funds. Let
us take as much of these three millions
as may be needed to construct these rail-
ways. Let us remove the unemployed
from Perth. Let us put a stop to the
unseemly interviews with Ministers, which
are reported in the daily Press, by pro-
ceeding with the construction of these
railways straight away. Here is the
opportunity. We are pledged to give
these people railwvay facilities as soon as
possible. Then let it be done not only in
the interests of the people on the land,
but in this instance in the interests also
of the unemployed and of the State as a
whole.

The Premier: Do not you wish us to
use any portion of the three millions in
assist iag the farmer over his difficulties?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
asks whether I do not want any money
spent in other directions. May I reply-

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon.
member will not reply to the Premier.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: M.ay I say that
the building of all these railways will cost
a very few hundred thousand pounds,
probably not half a million of mioney 7 I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill, and I again
urge the Mlinister for Works to recon-
sider his determination not to proceed im-
mediately with the work of construction.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.20]: 'Un-
like the member for Nelson (Mr. Will-
molt), who represents a district where,
he states, the rainfall is measured by the
foot, I represent a district over large
portions of which it is measured by inches
and fractions of inches.

Mr. Bolton: By points, sometimes.
Mlr. GRIFFITHS: That is so. My

leader yesterday referred to the pertin-
aeity of individuals in advocating their
pet railways, and hie counselled modera-
tion in the advocacy of our claims. I
admit the sweet reasonableness of his
remarks, and admire the patriotic tone
of his counsel. Accordingly, I shall en-
deavour to he as moderate as possible
in my advocacy, to be moderate so far
as my feelings will allow me. The York
electorate, which I represent, extends
from the Mundaring catchment area to
the first rabbit-proof fence, and thence
onwards to the second rabbit-proof fence.
'My constituency has within its eastern
boundary the stretch of country which
this railway is designed to serve, and
the settlers, in that area are made tip
largely of former goldfields residents.
-Now, our settlers have been twitted with
being grumblers. I may say that when
I was on the goldfields in the early nine-
ties--in 1895 to be exact-I was a
grumbler. We were all grumblers, and
all "agin"the Government.

Mr. Bolton: You are yet.
Mr. GRIFFITHSB: In later years I

have often heard goldfields residents re-
mark that they could not understand how
it was that the cockies were never satis-
fied. However, since those goldflelds resi-
dents have come down amongst us, they
have adopted the cockics' hahit of grumb-
ling and also hrought the goldfields
grumbling habit with them. They are
grumbling just as loudly as any of its.
They find there is a certain amount of
justification for the grumbling of the
farmer.

Mr. Taylor: Have they only found that
out since they became farmers?

Mr. G-RIFFITHS: When I was so
rudely interrupted by my friend on the
left

The Premier: I suppose they found
it out since the will of the late John
Darling was proved. The man who buys
wheat makes far more out of it than
does the man who rows it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is said to be the
Britishers, privilege to grumble. The
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Britisher, we are told, is never happy
unless hie is grumbling. 1 wish to point
out, however, that the settlers in the
eastern area have a certain measure of
justification for being discontented with
their lot,

Ir. Thomas: Why
Ir. GRUI'THS: I will tell you. Last

night the leader of the Opposition re-
marked to the Government that they were
not conforming to their ideal of eight
hours a day in this House, but were
working nine hours, with intervals
for refreshment. As regards the
eight hours principle, what do we
find is the case of the settlers in the
particular area I refer to? Eight hours
do they work? They work 12 and 16
hours a (lay, and half the night, and,
just to top uip, they work all day on
Stu nday. I do not intend to go into
heroics about these people, hut I can
say, -with the utmost sincerity and earn-
estness, that those settlers deserve to have
their railway built as early as
any line which has been discussed.
Of course, we know that railways are
largely matters of discussion at the
present time. I claim, however, that the
needs of the settlers of Kumminin. Ema
Hill, and other centres in the same dis-
trict shonld receive attention -as early
as any other needs that have been brought
forward. A large amount of capital has
been introduced info that area by the
settlers, themselves. Numbers, of the set-
tlers in the Emu Hill and Kumminin dis-
trkts have sunk their own capital in the
land, and therefore are settlers deserving
of the utmost consideration. On the other
hand, we find that in many other areas
the men on the land are simply working
on Agricultural Hank money. From that
aspect I maintain that the Einu Hil and
Kumminin settlers are specially valuable
settlers. Having suink their all in the
land, they are naturally going to stick to
their enterprise and carry it through to
a successful issue if that is possible. On
my last trip through that district I struck
one man battling there. He said to me,
"I do not know whether you people re -
alise it, but we out here feel that we are
on the outside edge of things; we feel that

we are forgotten; and when you get down
below I hope you will cause -us to be re-
membered." I assured that gentleman that
it would be my utmost endeavour to bring
the settlers' case forward, and that I
would urge it with all the force and
earnestness of which I was capable. He
pointed to their conditions, saying "Do
you see the conditions tinder 'which we
live? Look at our women folk." I may
tell hion, members that if the men battling
in that district are heroes, no term of ap-
preciation can he too high for the women.
As the result of being amongst those peo-
ple for nearly five years now, my idea of
womanhood has been raised very con-
siderably. The women live there without
those little niceties that makes life endur-
able, with inadequate school facilitates in
many instances, and with bad postal ar-
rangements. I am not blaming anybody
on account of this, because such are sim-
ply the conditions of pioneering, as we
know, Owving to the distance out, stores
are at prohibitive prices, while fruit and
vegetables are unobtainable, Neverthe-
less, one finds amongst the women bright
and inspiring examples of the noble self-
sacrifice and unselfishness concerning
which I hope to tell hon. members more
on a future occasion. On behalf of
the women and children in that
district, I appeal to hon. members to give
this railway their best support. With
reference to the route, when recently
speaking with the late Minister for
Works I pointed out to him what T con-
sidered was an undae deviation. On look-
ing at the map, hon. members will observe
that east of Bruce Rock the line moakes
a big detour. The people south of Bruce
Rock contend that they are being taken
a long way arougd, andi that a deal of
unnecessary mileage has been piled upon
them. On the other hand, however, we
have to bear in mind that the people in
Totadjin and in the northern area, where
the settlement is scattered, also merit con-
sideration. So that T really do not know
how one could better the arrangements
that have been made in regard to the
route. I have heard it stated that the area
is too far out. I can, howev-e;, tell hon.
members of a crop grown-'on 288 points
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of moisture. When I say moisture, I re-
fer to rain which fell during the growing
sean, these 25cwt. of hay to the acre
were grown on 2SS points, or less than
three inches. In addition 40 points fell
before fihe crop was sown. The crop was
grown on land which had been under cul-
tivation for more years than the owner
eared to think about. This land had had
sheep on it, and thuis had humus added
to it, and by long cultivation and good
methods became friable and retainicd
moisture better than the cruide new land,
enabling the 25ewt. of hay to the acre to
he grown. To me it was astonishing to
find at Bruce ]Rock and Totadj in, and
even in areas further out, that the crops
-were looking as -well as they were.
Around 'Kellerberrin, Cunderdin. Meeker-
iug, and, other centres further west,
most of the crops were a total fail-
ure. I was surprised to discover that
Bruce Rock, Totadjin, and Potadjin East
carried crops of wheat which will com-
pare more than favourably with crops
grown 25, 30, and even 40 miles further
west. I am quite satisfied with the land.
notwithistanding that I have made re-
marks to the effect that the late Minister
for Lands had been too optimistic in tak-
ing people out there. Possibly, a little
too much optimism was displayed, and
perhaps not altogether the best of wisdomi
was exercised in taking people out so
far. But there is a time coming when
that area will prove to he one of t 'he finest
wheat-growing districts we have, There
are not many here who can tell me much
about the dry areas. Dturing the past
31/ years I have travelled some 25,000
miles over the roads in that back country,
so I know what I am talking about. An
extraordinary feature about the settlers
out in those areas is tlie splendid optim-
ism and the determined spirit they dis-
play. They say "Bet that railway out
here and we will win through." As it
is, cut off as they are, they can do noth-
ing. Passing Emu Hill the other day I
met two little boys in a cart. I inquired
where they were going, and was told, to
Emu Hill to fetch water. I could see they
were from the Old Country, and I asked
bow they liked Western Australia. They

said, "It is all right: the heat is a hit sud-
den and the flies are keen, but it is all
iii the game." That was simply the cheer-
ful optimistic spirit of the parents re-
flected in the children. These people
should have the railway and, one thing
more, the land should be reclassified.
However, I will deal with that on another
occasion. The building of the line will
allay a lot of irritation which has been
existing ever since the deviation of the
Wiclcepin-Narrogin line. The people out
there are very sore, but the railway will
serve to wipe out that soreness. Many of
those people have gone out on too highly
priced land, and have put into it the best
of their energy and the whole of their
capital. In that regard I do not suppose
there is any other area in the State where
so much of the settlers' own capital has
been invested. As for the northern and
the southern sections of the line, I will
leave themn for the members for Avon
(Mfr. Harrison) and for Bleverley (Mr.
'Wanshrough) to deal with. I support
the second reading.

I, r. WANSBBOUGH (Beverley)
5.33]:- I have pleasure in supporting the

Bill.' It has been said that a portion of'
the country down there is in an uncertain
rainfall. Yet I have friends who have been
in that district for four years, and this
is their first failure. Moreover, the con-
struction of tlie line wvill serve to heal the
).rear-h caused some -three years ago by
the unwarrantable shifting of the first
survey of the present Wickepin-Mferredin
railway, Tile people out there were in-
duced to take up land in those far areas
onl the distinct understanding that the
railway would follow the survey.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But there were
live separate surveys.

M1r. WANSBROUGH: And I under-
stand they cost the State some £20,000. I
notice that the Minister, in introducing
the Bill, foreshadowed some delay in the
building of the line.

The 'Minister for Works: Not neces-
sarily. I merely wanted you to wnder-
stand that it would not be proceeded
wi th immediately. __

Mr. WANSBROUGH: I hope theline
will be proceeded with at a very early
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date. There is no better wheat-growing
land in the State than is to be found down
there, notwithstanding that the rainfall is
somewhat light. I hope there will be no
delay in the construction of thle line.

Mir. HARRISON (Avon) [5.35] : Time
is the essence of the contract iii speaking
on this question, the Christmas holidays
being very near. If we are to judge of
the desirability of this railway by the
value of the land to be served, I would
refer hon. members to some of the prices
fixed upon it. If those prices are any
indication of what the land is worth and
is likely to produce, it will be sufficient
argument in support of the contention
that the land really warrants the railway,
in order that the farmers there may get
their produce to the market.

The Minister for Works: There seems
to be some doubt of that.

?Iir. HARRISON: I am simply taking
what is recorded on your plans.

'f le Minister for Works: Your own
settlers themselves contend that those
values are far too high.

Air. HARRISON: Any way the set-
tlers are there. There is a big area of
land already settled without railway com-
munication, and as the Minister has
brought this measure forward and those
settlers are to have the railway as soon us
the Government can finance it, I am
pleased indeed to support the Bill, and I
hope the construction will be carried out
as early as finances will allow.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [5.37] : 1 am glad the Govern-
ment are extending this railway. It is
absolutely necessary it should be built,
and built quickly in order to serve thle
settlers in that great district between
Narrogin and Aferredin, probably the bi--
gest and best area of wheat country in
the State. The member for Beverley
(Mvr. Wansbrough) claimed that the
Wiekepin-Merredin line through this dis-
trict should have been built on the first
survey. I may remind him that the line
was built on the first survey, for the
direct route which the line has followed
was the first survey undertaken. The
position is also the one shown on the first
plans issued by the department. If the

hon. member would refer to the records
of the select committee that considered
the proposition, whose report was pre-
sented on the 24th September, 1912, he
would find that when the present Govern-
ment came into power there were five
surveyed routes between Wiekepin and
Mlerredin, although Parliament had au-
thorised the construction of only one
railway.

111r. Wansbrough: They were not suir-
veyed when those people wvent there;
there was then only one route.

Mir. E3* B.* JOHNSTON: No, hut when the
Government were confronted with the task
of deciding between those five routes, they
were bound to cause dissatisfaction
among those people who did not get the
particular survey closest to their selec-
tions.

Mlr. Wansbrough; This will heal the
breach.

M~r. E3. B. JOHNSTON: No doubt
it will. I was a member of the
select committee that inquired into
that proposition. The committee re-
comended the Government to build
the Wickepin-2lerredin line on the
shortest possible route, and the recoin-
aneudation was accepted by the Govern-
ment. We also recommended that the.
Yilliinining-Kondin in railway should be
extended to a point that would serve the
whole of this district. We 'erp. not sure
at that time whether the tine would be
extended to Bruce Rock, to Merredin or
to Carrabin, but I am perfectly certain
that the Government adopted the middle
and the right course in deciding to make
thle junction at Merredin. I would like
to read the paragraph from the report of
that select committee as follows:-

The. evidence showvs that this work
is arxently needed by a lare-e number
of deserving settlers between Yillimin-
ing and Kondinin. and in the district
east or Emit Hill. We recommend that
the line should be built from Yillimin-
ing to Kondinin as quickly as possible,
and that there should be no stoppage
of the construction at Kondinin, but
that it should be extended northwards,
in whatever point is decided, whilst the
plant and men are on the work. We

391



392 [ASSEMBLY.]

believe that it is preferable that some
settlers should -wait until this work can
he carried out rather than that others
should be permnanently isolated.
Mr. Taylor: There were two comwit-

tees; which are you quoting from?

Mfr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Fromn the re-
port of the committee representing the
people's Chamber. I would not waste the
time of the House by quoting from thle
report presented in another place by
members elected by and representing
bricks, mortar, and vested interests, and
whose report would not have helped the
district.

The Minister fur Works: A biassed re-
port.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Absolutely.
The point I wish to make is that over two
years ago the seleet committee urged
that the line should be built without delay.
Two years have gone by andi I inn sure
every bon. member will agree that the
unecessity for pushing this line through
from Kondinin to 1I~erredin is far more
urgent to-day than it was at that time. In
eoncelusioni I would like to point out that
through the proposals dtf the Uovernment
having been adopted in regard to serving
the area between Narrogin and Merredin
by two railways instead of by one, it
means that when this railway is complete
we will have two big trunk railways lead-
ing from Merredin to Narrogin and
servingw that great wheat area. The rail-
way will be serving some thousands of
people within a short time after its con-
struction. There are many hundred
families of sturdy settlers in that dis-
trict.

Mr. Thomas: What is the 'rainfall?

Mr. E. R. JOHNSTON: jIt is
a little light towards the 'Merredin
end, but it costs very little more
money to run the railway to MYer-
redin than it would have taken to run
it to Bruce Rock, whilst at the same
time it will serve a large area 0 f good
eountry with hut small addititbnal expendi-
ture.

Mfr. Taylor:- How many abandoned
holdings were there when your committee
reported?

iMr. E2. B. JOHNSTON: Not one that I
kbo-w of. On the other hand I knoew a
large number of settlers who are and have
been improving their holding-, in the dis-
trict, and w-lo are going out there to take
up permanent occupation as soon as the
railway is assured. The construction of
that 193 miles of railway leading to Nar-
rogin will have a considerable bearing on
the growth of that important railway
centre.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury) [65- 45]:
Although one not very directly interested
in this particular Bill, perhaps I may be
permaitted to express an opinion in a
sort of general sense. We have been
lately informed that we have something
like one mile of railway in Western Aus-
tralia to 100 of the population and we
are told that it is pretty nearly time from
a financial point of view that we thought
about calling a halt. But the question
of building railways has become so
popular in Western Australia, and justi-
fiably so, that it seems to me there
can be no limit, that there mnust be no
end.

31r. Bolton: There must be an end
soon.

Air. THOMAS: Apparently those who
are sent here to advocate certain rail-
ways for their own districts are pre-
pared to go on advocating them no
matter what the position may be.

The Minister for Works; That applies
to everybody.

Mr. THOMAS; Possibly it does, It
seems to me in connection with tbese
railways that we are reaching a perilous
point. We have had an amount of
settlement in certain doubtful areas of
Western. Australia and somne of the
financial trouble that we stand in at
the present time has been brought about
by that hon. member who is known as
the breezy optimist." He thought in mil-
lions and dealt in thousands, with the
result that we have been landed in a
peculiar position, and it becomes the duty
of the State to face that position at the
present time. It will be faced with
great difficulty, I may say. We are
marching on apace and are laying up
further trouble in store for ourselves in
the future. I am not prepared to say
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that we should altogether call a halt
in railway development. I do say,
however, that in certain areas of the
State, until wve have had some better
test of the rainfall, and proof of their
wheat producing capabilities, we might
easily wait a little while so far as they
are concerned. The result of not wait-
inig has been that many are leaning on
the Government to-day who have been
settled in those areas, and the result
of their work does not indicate that
they have met with entire success.
Now, so far as Btmbury is concerned,
the rainfall is absolutely assured, and the
settlers there have very little of the weight
that is now being borne by the State
to carry on their shoulders. I mean
to say, that the settlers of the South-
West are in themselves of little or no
weight upon the Government at the
present time. They are not always
appealing to the Agricultural Bank for
advances or to the Government for
funds to help them in various ways.
It is a question for the House to con-
aider as to whether we can afford to
go on building more lines of railway,
at all events to any material extent
before we increase the population of
the State.

Mr. Bolton: We are doing our best.
Mr. THOMAS: Possibly the bon.

member is doing his individual best.
Further than this, we hear constant
complaints as to the high rate that is
being paid for the use of our railways.
We hear the farmers say that the Gov-
ernment have no right to raise the price
of the carriage of fertilisers, but I
may point out that during the last
year a loss of £50,000 was made on
the new spur railway lines, and if
you take the interest and sinking fund
for the working railways for the last
twelve months it will be found that
a pretty eoniderable loss has been made
on the general system. I would like to
know how we are to go on giving
facilities unless the people themselves
are prepared to carry a heavier burden,
especially if we go on building more
railways, which, from what I can hear,
for some years are likely to be a loss to
Western Australia.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : You had three
times as much money for the Bunbury
harbour as this line will cost.

Mr. THOMNAS : I am not at liberty to
discuss that question, but I will say that
after paying interest and sinking fund, the
working charges and replacement and
everything, we make a profit of approx-
imately, £10,000 a year.

The Minister for Works: I hope you
do.

Mr. THOMAS: If the Minister will
road up the reports he will find that it
is so. We have done this for years past.
If the people on the one hand are grumb-
ling at the rate they have to pay on the
railways and at the ame time are de-
manding increased railway facilities,
how are we going to provide these facili-
ties unless we have some return ? if
I remember rightly, the total taxation
of Western Australia is something like
£360,000 or £370,000 per annum.. The
rest of the revenue has to come, with
the exception of that from the land, from
what I might call the trading concerns
and chiefly from the railways. If we
are going on continually creating -an

extensive railway system , irrespective
of what the population may be and
irrespective of what the revenue or
income may be, the deficit on the work-
ing railways must ever be on the in-
crease. Does it not appeal to hon.
members as a reasonable proposition,
while there must be so much doubt in
the minds of a big section of the popu-
lation, to admit success or failure on
certain points, and would it not be wise
to pause a little and consider, and to
take the opportunity of observing as to
whether we were likely to be successful
or not in investing more capital for the
construction of further railways?

Air. Bolton : Would it not be a good
proposition to use some of the three mil-
lions for the purpose of taking some of the
farmers away from the dry areas and
establishing them in another portion
of the State where their future pros-
perity would be more assured ?

Mr, THOMAS: That is a v'ery good
suggestion. Instead of building new
railway lines to suit half a dozen settlers,
it would be a good thing to take some
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of them away from the drought stricken
areas and place them in this portion
of the South-West, the garden of Western
Australia, where railways are already
provided for them and where they would
have more happy and prosperous homes.
I do not propose to pursue that, line
of argument any further. I have
thought for a long time past, and
believe it will te realised in the near
future, that all sections of the community
will have to understand that expenditure
in this direction must be very con-
siderably curtailed. An argument has
been used that if we have money to
spend on the unemployed this is a good
direction in which to spend it.

The Premier: Who said so?
Mir. THOMAS: I think the hon.

member himself.
The Premier: I did not.
Mr. THOMAS: Then the Premier

does not approve of it.
The Premier: .1 gave figures showi .ng

that a large proportion of the expend-
ituire would be in the direction of import-
mng material in the shape of railway
fastenings.

Mr. THOMAS: There must in-
evitably be a day of reckoning.

The Premier: Oh no.
Mr. THOMAS: There must be a

day of reckoning. We hlave gone further
in this State than any other State of
Australia has gone. I do not know
that there is any country in the world
that has given the same miles of railway,
in proportion to the population, as
Western Australia has given.

Mr. Bolton: That is not the finish.
Mr. THOMAS: That is not the end.
The Minister for Works: That

applies to many public works.
The Premier : The trouble is that

the settlers will not cultivate their land.
Mr. THOMAS: It seems to me that

we are continually demanding railways
without first of all giving sufficient proof
for those we have that the land upon
which they are constructed is an ab-
solutely sure proposition. In my opinion
it is very largely a gamble and we have
gambled almost enough in that par-
ticular direction. It is time that West-

emn Australia began to make fairly
conservative investments.

The Attorney General: Canada built
herself up on railways.

Mr. Griffiths: What about Canada
where the railways are built before
settlement ?

M r. THOMAS : I am more particularly
concerned about Western Australia.
There is a great clamour in Western
Australia for a financial adjustment.
People call out for the reconsideration
of the expenditure to make the ledgers
balance, and we now propose to build
more and more railways that for years
to come will not pay.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston: They will pay
all right.

Mr. THOMAS: So long as a railway
leads to Narrogin, if it goes to the
Sahara desert and does not pick up
a single passenger for a hundred miles,
it is all right.

The Minister for Works: There are
many here of the sme calibre.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You are not
going to cry stinking fish, are you?

Mr. THOMAS: I want to do a little
plain speaking. So far as Bunbury is
concerned, there is a certain rainfall
and an assured production.

Mr. O'Loghlen : And plenty of poison.
MT. THOMAS: The hon. member

knows very little about either railways
or agriculture. It was the hon. member,
I think, who said that the number of
jam tins that was stacked up on the
road between here and Bunbury, was a
monument to the necessity of a milk
industry or something of the kind.
It has become so popular to advocate
railways, no matter where they may
go to, and there is so much fear in
opposing a line lest one should bring
contumely upon oneself, that it has
now come to this that the Government
have only to propose a railway, no
matter where it may be, for it to be
received with acclamation by everyone,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Are you opposing
this particular line ?

Mx. THOMAS: I am only using this
particular line as a tag upon which to
hang an argument.
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs; You should say
whether you are opposing the railway.

Mir. THOMAS: I shall do so when
it sumits me. I am taking the attitude
that, in my bumble way, I am running
the risk of receiving any amount of
blame. I am convinced that I am
sounding a note of warning that many
other people in Western Australia had
thought but feared to voice. I may be
right or wrong.

The Premier -I was sounding it the
other night.

Mr. THOMAS: And yet the Govern-
ment introduce Bills for more and more
railways.

The Premier: I repeat what I have
said before that we have just about got
to the end of our tether in constructing
railways, but we must keep faith with
the promises which have been given.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, the Premier has
a strong argument there. Unfortunately
the hon. member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell) when Minister for Lands-

The Minister for Mines: He was the
causie of all our misfortunes.

Mr. THOMAS : I believe that a healthy
optimnismn is desirable. I admire op-
timists. They are the men who do the
work in the world, but there is such a
stage of optimism when it becomes a
disease.

The Premier: The optimist does not
do the work.

Mr. THOMAS: He is enthusiastic as
a rule. Optimism and enthusiasm guided
by good sound judgment, form a power
that is moving the best things in the
world. The pessimist is only an indi-
vidual who reflects the gloomy soul from
within.

The Minister for Lands: You are
getting pretty close to that yourself.

Mr. THOMAS: I understand, on the
evidence gained in this House that every-
body is prepared to build railways and
condemn me because I am taking the
stand what we ought at this stage to
proceed altogether with more caution.

Mr. Bolton:- You can count on me.
Mr. THOMAS : The case is prejudged

and the verdict secure. With this mild
protest I will resume my seat.

Hon. J. D. CONTNOLLY (Perth) [6 -0]:
The member for Bunbury has very pro-
perly stated that in those districts where
the rainfall is doubtful the Government
should hesitate before proceeding with
further railway construction. Unfor-
tunately during last season we experi-
enced a drought.

The Minister for Lands: That applies
to the whole of Australia.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is so.
Hon. members are aware that whien
my late colleague, the member for
Northam, proposed that a line should be
constructed as far east as that which
now runs from Wickepin to Merredin,
a good many people and many members
of this House thought Ieo was taking an
unnecessary risk.

The Premier: Who said so ?
Hon. J. D. CON'NOLLY: Many at the

time.
The Minister for Lands: There was

no opposition in this Chamber..
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: While there

may not have been opposition there were
many who thought that the then Minister
was taking an unnecessary risk.

The Minister for Lands:- They simply
criticised the proposed route.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: He was
certainly at that time on the border line
between the district with an assured
rainfall and an area with an uncertain
rainfall. Unfortunately, we have ex-
perienced a drought, and it has been
proved that we were on the edge. 'Re-
membering this, I think the member for
Bunbury is perfectly correct in asking the
Government to hesitate before going on
with a work of this kind, more particu-
larly in view of the financial position we
find ourselves in. We will simply be
piling up liabilities when we can ill afford
to do so- I hold no brief for the South-
West or any other part of the State, but
if railways are to be huilt, we have a
sufficient area within an assured rainfall
belt through which they can be con-
structed. I know the country through
which this proposed tine will travel, and
I say unhesitatingly that the Wickepin-
Merredin line was constructed too far
West.
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The Premier: Were you not the
Minister who put the line through in
another place ?

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY! There was,
a ten mile limit provided for, and the
Government took full advantage of that
by constructing the line that distance in a
,Westerly direction. I do not now intend
to go into the pros and cons of the
quality of the laud, but I do say that on
account of the rainfall it should have been
taken further east, and the western
country could have been served by other
lines, the Quairading line, or the exten-
sion of the Brookton to Corrigin line,
or perhaps a branch line from the
Quairading.Bruce Rock line. Anyone
looking at the map must come to the
conclusion that the proposed line can-
not possibly pay, as it is at present
proposed to construct it. It is what
we might call a one-side line, that
is to say, that the traffic will
come from one side only. It is even
further east than Burracoppin. which
is the absolute limit of the cultivable
area. It must therefore be a one-sided
line. I agree with the member for
Bunibury when he said that this is the
time for the Government to cry a halt,
or to hesitate for the time being. I
believe in the wheat growing possibilities
of the State as much as anyone, but, for
the good of the State, we must exercise
care. If the line is built and it turns
out that it has been constructed through
a dry district, we shall be damning the
agricultural lands in the eyes of settlers
whom we might be getting from the
Eastern States or from other countries.
That is what we 'should be extremely
careful about. We should not advertise
that portion of our State which is subject
to drought or a light rainfall. I do not
say that the line will not pay, I only
repeat what the member for Bwibury
has said that we might wait a year or
so until we can see what the approaching
seasons are going to be like.

The Minister for Lands: You sent
people out there five years ago.

Hon. J. D.- CONNOLLY : We did not.
The Minister for Lands! You did-
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the

Wickepin-Merredin line had -been built

MDLY.]

further east as we intended it would have
served all the people, and there would not
have been any necessity for the present
proposal. The intention of the then
Administration was that the Wickepin-
'Merredin line should be the furthest east,
and therefore they did not throw open
any land that could not be sewved by
that line. Those who were to the west
of it could have been served by other
railways.

The Minister for Works: The line
was built in accordance with the schedule
of the Bill,

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: There was;
a ten mile radius, and the present
Government availed themselves of the
full distance westerly, and through their
misguided action the State is now put to
the expense of building this line.

The Minister for Works : You wanted
it the other way to suit your friends.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: The hon.
member is not justified in saying that,
because the route which was originally
proposed was that which was recom-
mended by the surveyors. I own some
land on which I had spent a good deal
of money, and I would not have been
as well off as I mui now if the original
route had been adopted.

The Minister for Lands : You must
have been one of those who influenced
MeO.

The Premier: The point you are
trying to make is that we straightened
up the line ; we took out the bend.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: The line
undoubtedly should have gone further
east as anyone can see by going over the
railway now.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They took out
the wrong bend.

Hon. J. D. OONNOLLY: This is
not the time to discuss that matter.
I only wish to add that in view of the
state of the finances and the other
reasons which have already been given,
we shuld allow this work to stand over
for a year or two.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion negatived.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[6 -S]: I do not want to take up much
time in discussing this proposed railway,
but I cannot sit still and listen to the
erroneous interjections of my friends
on tho opposite bench. Everyone knows
that the accusations which have been
hurled against the member for Northam
about having taken settlement too far
east are without foundation. If he has
been guilty of doing this, the present
Government are ten thousand times
more guilty. They have gone further
east than we ever attempted to do.

The Mtinister for Lands : That is in-
correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This rail-
way line shows it.

The Mlinister for Lands: We are
carrying out the obligation you entered
into with the people when you put them
there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member is doing nothing of the sort.

The Minister for Lands: You put
them there five years ago.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member is just covering up his own
tracks and attempting to rectify his
own errors, and this was pointed out
to him years ago.

Ron. J. D. Connolly:- There is scarcely
any settlement as far east as that line.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: The Min-
ister for Lands made the alteration in
the Wickepin-Merredin line for purposes
of his own1 which no one could get to
the bottom of, and if the late member
for York were in his place this afternoon
we would again have an enlightened
discussion on the matter. It has been
proved beyond doubt in this Chamber
that because the present MiJnister for
Lands brought about the construction
of the Wickepin-Mferredin. line further
west, there was necessitated the con-
struction of the line we have before us
now. Not only that but the hon.
member has driven people still further
east, because, as soon as a Bill to con-
struct a line is put through, people will
always go within a reasonable distance
of that line, at any rate 15 miles from
it, and as we can see from the map, that
is a point very much further east than

the member for Northam ever attempted
to settle people on. Becaume the then
Minister for Works made that terrible
blunder, I am not going to be one to
deprive the settlers who have gone out
there of that to which they are entitled.

The Premier : That is not a states-
manlike attitude to adopt. If it is not
right to build the railway, it is not
right to keep them there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Then take
them away from there. There cannot
be the slightest doubt about the enor-
mous blunder which was committed,
and it was all done on account of the
personal hostility towards one man,
whose name has been bandied about in
this Chamber, I refer to Mr. Hedges.
Mr. Hedges spent a little fortune in
trying to improve that country and
to encourage others in settling upon it.
and of course lion. members opposite
must try and take the railway as far
as possible from his property. That
was the origin of the change of the route,
and then we got the history of the
curves. The unfortunate part of it
was that they took out the wrong curve.
Instead of straightening out the curve
on the western side, they straightened
out the curve on the eastern side and
took the line further west.

The Minister for Lands: In any case
it would have gone away from Hedges'
property.

Hon. FRANK WILSON -It went
into the hon. member's private property.

The Minister for Lands:- I built it
near the property of the present member
for Perth, and it is further away from
my property than you proposed to put
it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I thought
it went to the hon. member's back door.

Mr. SPEAKER:. Hon. members are
not justified in discussing the reasons
why that line was constructed in a
certain direction. I can understand hon.
members using the argument that the
construction of the Wickepin-Menredin
line in a further westerly direction justifies
the construction of the line referred to
in the present Bill, but hon. members
are not justified in giving reasons why
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the Wickepin-Merredin line was deviated
from its original course.

Sitting suspended from 68-15 to 7 -30 pa.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Before tea
I think I had fairly well fastened the
blame for the necessity for the con-
struction of this railway on the present
Government, more especially the pre-
sent Minister for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: To your
own satisfaction.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:. Absolutely.
and, I. think, to the satisfaction of any
reasonable individual. There is not the
slightest doubt that he is not only
responsible for this large expenditure
we are asked to sanction, but for sending
settlers further east than was ever
the policy of the Liberal Administration.

The Minister for Lands: That is
absolutely incorrect, and you know it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is correct,
and I know that when the Wiekepin-
Merredin line was considered during the
time I was Premier, instructions were
definitely given that the line should be
constructed to the east of Lake Kurren.
kutton.

Mir. B. J. Stubbs: That is absolutely
incorrect.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: What does
the lion, member know about it ?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: I was chairman of
the select committee who inquired into
the whole thing.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hion'
memnber knows nothing. The instruc-
tions given by me personally to the
then Minister for Works wore thiat the line
should be carried to the east of the lake
-some 10 miles further east than it is
at present, and if this had been done
there would have been no necessity
for constructing this line.

The Minister for Lands: And you
would have sacrificed the people on
the west.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, I
would have sacrificed nobody. All would
then have been within reasonable distance
of the railways outlined to be constructed,
pretty well all of which have sine
been completed.

The Minister for Lands: That is
incorrect.

Hen. FRANK WILSON: It is no
use the Minister talking like that. He
goes on repeating it like a parrot.

The Minister for Lands-, You are
repeating it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- The hion.
member will have an opportunity later
on to show where I am incorrect. In
the meantime I am making a statement,
which is perfectly true, of what our
policy was, and I say that had that
railway been constructed on the route
intended by my Administration, there
would have been no necessity to ask
this House to sanction the expenditure
of £200,000 for this line, because the
people then settled in the district would
have been served. Of course settlers
have gone out further east since then,
and large areas have been cut up and
thrown open for selection, and peopl.
have been induced to go further east
sfince a railway was promised. When
discussing this proposal on the floor of
the House, the Minister outlined his
intention to carry the railways still
further east. Members will remember
that we were carrying out a policy
outlined by the then, Advisory Board,
who had recommended the scheme I
have mentioned. However, the question
is, what are we to do? We cannot
refuse to serve the people the Government
have put out there. They must have
railway facilities. It is to be depleted,
but it is our duty to see that they
get rail-way facilities, and have a chance
to make their occupation successful,
and to earn a subsistence on that far
east country.

Mir. Hudson: Is it likely they will
succeed ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON:. I think
it is. I admit they are suffering to-day
in common with many others through
the exceptional season. I presume many
of them wifl have to give up their
occupation, but many of them will
continue, and with reasonably good
seasons in the future I have no doubt
they will make a success of their under-
takings. If I had any doubt in the
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matter I would not support the second
reading of this Bill.

Mr. Heitmann; Are you supporting
it 1

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Certainly.
Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister): I thought you were opposing
it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It just
shows bow dense the hon. gentlemen
are.

Mr. Heitmann: Or how ambiguous
YOU are.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want
the new members of the House and
the public to know that the necessity
for building this line has been occasioned
by the blunder of the present Govern-
ment.

Mr. Thomas: You would like them
to believe that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want
them to know, and I intend that the
public shall know. On every occasion
I shall take this stand, and let the
public know why so much money is
being expended. Of course, we hope
the Treasurer will be able to find the
means to construct this railway. It
would be of little use passing Bills if we
were likely to be tied up financially.
I regret that so much time has gone
by before the financial position of
the Government has been placed before
us. It is difficult to view proposals of
large undertakings of this nature from
the financial standpoint when we have
had no statement from the Treasurer
of the financial position of the country.
Therefore, I am supporting the measure
simply on the ground that it is necessary
these people should be served, and
not taking any cognisance at present
of the financial aspect of the under-
taking. When we hear the Budget
next week we shall be able to form some
opinion as to whether it was advisable
from the financial standpoint to pass this
measure.

The Minister for Works: That de-
pends on the construction principally.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- The Mini-
ister has warned us that notwithstanding
that we pass the Bill, it may be a con-
siderable time before the Government can

finance it. I should like to know some-
thing definite as to when be thinks the
financial difficulty will be overcome. It
will be very hard if we pass this measure
and allow the work to be hung up for
another year or two.

The Minister for Works: Many
thousands would like to have the same
knowledge.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Ministers
should give the information ; they should
know exactly what they can do. They
must not go wandering on aimlessly
passing Bills without knowing when
they cant give effect to them. They
should formulate a policy which they will
be in a position to carry out.

The Minister for Works: There would
be very few railways carried out under
that systemn.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not at
all ; we were always in a psoition to
finance the railways we passed.

The Minister for Works: You had
not the money.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, we had,
and we left hon. member opposite
over a million of loan funds to carry
out the railways Parliament had
already authorised. We had not
raised all the money necessary to
complete every work, but we could
see our way to finance it and knew
whether we could go on with any par-
ticular work or not. We did not pass
measures far public works without having
the slightest idea as to when we could
start them or finish them. I am sorry
the M21inister was so indefinite on that
point. On Tuesday next the financial
position of the country will be placed
before us, and we will then be able
to formn an opinion as to the probabilities
of this railway being constructed at
an early date.

M1r. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [7-41):
While supporting this Bill, I am certainly
of opinion that, judging by the plan
before us, a portion of the line is bulging
too far east.

The M.inister for Works: That may
be necessary from a construction point
of view.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I recognise it
is very difficult to build a line on any-
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thing like a direct route south of Merredin.
On the Wickepin line it was found nec-
essary to make a, big detour to the west
because of the nature of the country.
It was impossible to get anything like
a good grade going into Merredin, and
perhaps that is the reason why this
very great eastern detour is shown
in this line. In reply to the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition, there
can be no question in the mind of anyone
who has gone into the subject of rail-
ways for this part of the country, that
it was an absolute impossibility to servo
it with one line. As chairman of the
select committee who inquired into
the route of the Wickepin-Merredin line,
we had ample evidence, not only from
the settlers, but from gentlemen of
high standing in official positions, that
if the line were built on the Advisory
Board's route the whole of the country
would be ruined.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The whole of the
country !

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: A very large area
of the land would have been permanently
isolated. We had the evidence of Mr.
Muir, who was the inspector of engineering
surveys. He produced a plan before the
committee to show that if the line were
taken to the east of the lake there would
be 80,000 acres of land on the western
side of the lake which would be per-
maniently isolated from railway com-
munication and would be considerably
over the 121 miles radius previously
laid down as the farthest limit from a
line at which payable agriculture could
be carried on. And not only that. We
have the testimony of the settlers out
eastwards of Emu Hill, who brought
before us evidence to show that if the
line were constructed on tile most eastern
survey which was being carried out at
the time when the surveys were stopped-
and which was considerably to the east-
ward of the Advisory Board's route-
that even if it went out so far east as
that, there would still be some settlers
then on their land-not probable but
actual settlers--over 17 miles from the
railway. It was admitted by these
people, as it is admitted by everybody
tv-day, that if the Wiokepin-Merredin

line wore taken to the east of the Hair-
renkutten Lakes, it would be an absolute
impossibility to construct a line east-
ward of that route. Therefore the Com-
mittee strongly recommended that the
line should be built on the direct route.
But not only had we that evidence.
We had also evidence from the Lands
Department, an officer of which brought
before us plans proving that the
whole of the land along the western side
of the direct route had been selected
on plans showing the railway as intended
to be built along that route. We had
that evidence and those plans before
us ; and, further, we had the fact that
when the measure was before Parliament,
when the Bill was being debated in this
Chamber, when the route proposed by
the Advisory Board was being criticised
here, the then Minister for Works, Mr.
Daglish, made to this House a promise
that he would adopt the direct route.
And he did not make that promise on
the spur af the moment merely, because
two days afterwards he wrote to his
Under Secretary a minute as follows:

When dealing with the Wickepin-
Merredin line in Parliament, I pro-
mised that so far as it was possible.
having due regard to the engineering
difficulties, I would instruct the sur-
veyors to straighten up this line and
make it a direct communication be-
tween the two termini. I informed
the House that the first consideration
would be the getting of a favourable
grade, 1 in 80 if possible ; and the
next the securing of a line representing
the shortest distance between the two
points. Please instruct the Engineer-
in-Chief accordingly.

That minute was written two days after
the promise had been made to Parlia-
ment.

Mir. Green: Is not that ancient his-
tory ?

Mr. B J. STUB3BS: Yes, it is ancient
history ; but it has been raked up here
again to-day.

Air. SPEAKER: Order ! I fail to see
how far the remarks of the lion, member
apply to the Bill before the House.

Mr. B. J. STLTBS: As I stated at the
opening of my remarks, I am endeavour-
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ing to show it was an absolute essential
that two Lines should be built to serve
that country. Further, I am trying to
show that had the Wickepin-Merredin
Line been built on a more easterly route
than was adopted, it would have been ab-
solutely impossible to construct a line to
serve those settlers whom we desire to
serve to-day. That is the connection
between my remarks and the question
before the House. Mly remarks are in
answer to two observations which were
made by the leader of the Opposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: That has no applica-
tion whatever. The hon. member wvas
quite in order in making his earlier obser-
vations. but he is now entering upon a
full discussion of a subject which
was debated here during last Parliament
in relation to the Merredin - Wickepin
Railway. I want to know how far
his remarks are relevant to the ques-
tion now before the House. I under-
stand the leader of the Opposition
has made certain remarks about the
Wickepin-I'rerredin line, but I drew his
attention to the fact that he was not in
order.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I wish respect-
fully to draw your attention, Mir. Speaker,
to the fact that the first remark made by
the leader of the Opposition on resumiang
after the tea adjournment was that he
had been successful in fixing the blame
for the alteration of the route of the
Wickepin-Merredin railway upon the
present Ministry. I think that if the
leader of the Opposition is allowed to
go to such an extent as to be able to
satisfy himself and to endeavour to
satisfy the public that he has fixed the
blame for the alteration upon the present
Ministry, then certainly some reply to
him should be permitted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Who else
is to rise in this House and make still
a further reply putting the blame on
somebody else ? I will ask the hon.
member to confine himself to the sub-
ject urnder discussion.

,Mr. B. J. STLIBBS: I can only say
that, from knowledge I gained during the
investigations of the select committee. I
was convinced that it was rather a risky
proposition to construct this line so

far east as proposed to-day. I believe
that if it is not possible to bring the line
almost direct north from the position as
shown about east of Bruce Rook by an
almost direct route to Merredin, it would
be far better to bring the line around to
junction with the Bruce flock railway.
I am satisfied there are settlers in that
locality-settlers who have been strug-
gling for three years-undoubtedly re-
quiring railway communication. It is
impossible for those men to farm their
land unless they are furnished with rail-
way communication. Therefore I say
that unless we see our way clear to give
those settlers the railway they need,
we must remove them. From remarks
made and evidence given by a number
of the settlers I refer to, and also from
the evidence of the Surveyor General
before the select committee as to the
average rainfall, I consider it is risky
to place People so far Beast, getting on
towards the Eastern Goldfields Railway.
In my opinion, it would be a far safer
proposition were the line diverted to
junction at Bruce Rock. I think that
the little which you, Sir, permitted me
to say regarding the other line sufficed
to demonstrate beyond doubt that the
present Government acted wisely and
well in constructing the railway where
they did, and so allowing another line
to be constructed further east. Had
the other proposition been carried out,
diverting the line to the eastwards of
the lakes, the whole of that eastern
country would have been neglected,
and it would have been impossible to
give those settlers railway facilities. For
that reason, if for no other, the Govern-
ment were absolutely justified in the'-
course they adopted with regard to that
railway.

The MINISTER FOR LAND)S (Hon.
W. A) Johnson-Guildford) (8- 8]: 1
have no desire to follow up the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition on the
subject of the Merredin-Wickepin rail-
way. The statement which the hon.
gentleman made to-night has been made
by him on several occasions previously,
and has been replied to on those several
occasions. In order to get the matter
thoroughly investigated, and, as it was
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thought, settled once and for all, one
select committee was appointed by this
Chamber, and another select committee
by the Legislative Council. Both these
commnittees investigated the matter and
reports were submitted to Parliament.
In order to discount the whole of the
observations made by the leader of the
Opposition on this point, and to demon-
strate that he bes a total disregard for
accuracy in connection with this sub-
ject, I need only point out that to-night
he stated that I altered the route of the
Railway and that as a result of the
alteration the line was brought nearer
to my own land. As against that, both
tue select committees which investigated
the subject reported to Parliamnent, that,
as a matter of fact, the route finally
chosen by the present Government
removed the railway some mile or mile
and a-half further from my block than
it would have been had we adopted
the route advocated by our friends
now sitting in Opposition. That in
itself, I think, is quite sufficient to
demonstrate that one cannot take serious
notice of the remarks of the leader of
the Opposition on a question of this
kind. Indeed, at the rate he has been
going of late I begin to doubt whether
one can take the leader of the Opposi-
tion seriously in connection with any
matter whatever on which he addresses
the Chamber. I just wish to point out
that I have some knowledge of the
country to be served by this railway,
and I desire to say that, in my opinion,
the people who are there, were settled
on that land toe long before it was pos-
sible to furnish themn with railway com-
munication and with an adequate water
supply. I am utterly opposed to the
policy adopted by our predecessors of
settling people on areas such as these
long before it was possible to give either
railway communication or a water supply,
and, moreover, at a time when it was
abeolutely impossible to provide educa-
tional facilities. Further, I have to
point out that the member for Bunbury
(Mr. Thomas) is wrong when he seeks to
lead the House to believe that the Gov-
ernment proposed to build this railway
in anticipation of increased population.

We are not doing that. We are build-
ing the line because the people are there
to-day, and because the people have
been there for the past five years struggl-
ing against impossible conditions. They
have crops there this year, but in order
to obtain the reward of their labour,
they have to cart, or attempt to cart,
their wheat 15, 20, and even 25 miles.
Those are impossible conditions in a
wheat area, and it is useless asking the
farm-er to try and make a success of
wheat-growing under them. Therefore
we say that in view of the fact of those
people having been placed there, and
in view of the further fact of their
having been promised railway oin-
nuxnication-I want to repeat this with
the strongest emphasis, that the people
were placed there by a previous Ad-
ministration-Parliament should furnish
them with railway facilities. Again,
let mne mention that the Mlount Arrow-
smith agricultural area was thrown open
long before the present Government
took office, and that the settlers on that
area were placed there by a previous
Administration. That previous Ad-
ministration took the fees of those
settlers. The difference between the
position then and the position now is
that whilst that previous Administra-
tion collected the application fees of the
settlers, the present Government have
had to keep the settlers on their
holdings without receiving any fees
whatever from them. We cannot get
the fees, not because the area is im-
possible as compared with other areas,
but simply because the district is suffer-
ing just exactly as a number of districts
haveuftered during the last three years
by reason of extremely dry seasons.
I trust no hon. member will judge the
possibilities of Western Australian pro-
duction from the results of the lass
three years. Those of us who have
watched the diavelopment and progress
of agriculture in this State know full
well that up to three years ago 'Western
Austsalian agriculture was doing ex-
ceedingly well, and that the settlers in
the eastern districts were, up to 1910,
getting along even better than the
settlers in what we to-day regard as the
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more favoured areas. I wish also to
refer to the circumstance that in the
Eastern Districts we have farmers who
had been settled at Narrogin and Wagin,
and in other parts of the Great Southern
country. Up to 1910 they were selling
their holdings in the Great Southern
district and leaving that part of the
State with a view of taking up land in
the eastern districts. Up to 1910 those
Great Southern areas were regarded as
being too wet for successful fanning. I
think the member for Avon (Mr. Harri-
son) cant speak with more authority
on this question. Those farmers left
the Grecat Southern district for what
were then considered the better wheat
areas in the eastern districts ; and they
took up land in the vicinity of the
Wickepin-Merredin line, and around
IKellerberrin and Doodlakine, and even
further east. We have to bear in mind
that up to 1910 the land which some
hon. members are now condemning was
looked upon by men of experience in
agriculture with greater favour than
what are to-day regarded as the moie
advantageous areas along the Great
Southern Railway. It must be borne
in mind, also, that the conditions which
have been spoken of are those of the
last harvest. Let us take the area be-
tween Bruce Rock and Beverley, the
Totadjin area. Some of the finest crops
I have seen this season are there. I am
sure the member for York (Mr. Griffiths)
will bear me out as to the excellence of
the crops.

Mr. Griffiths : Quite right.
The MNINISTER FOR LANDS: There

is no comparison between the results ob-
tained south of Merredin and the results
from Merredin to Dowerin. As a matter
Of fact, the worst failure we have had
this year, and I think the worst failures
we have had for the last three years.
occurred along the IDowerin-M1erredin
railway. Hon. members are inclined,
I think, to judge the possibilities of this
area by the results obtained during the
last three years ; which is not fair. The
last three years have been comparative
failures, but in this particular area
they have got better results than have
been obtained in other areas looked upon

with greater favour. Consequently, I
say the area is safe if we take it, as we
take other areas, over a longer period
than from 1011 to 1914.

Hon. J. D. Connally: Was not last
year fairly good ?

The NMTISTER FOR LANDS: And
those people got fairly good results
last year. Take the Merredin-Wickepin
line. I cannot speak of the quantity
of wheat lifted from that line, hut I cant
speak with some knowledge of the
Bruce Rock district and the station
yard.

Hon. J. Mitchell:- There were nearly
500,000 bags from Wickepin.

Hon. J. fl. Connolly ; But you said
1918 was a bad year.

The Premier: It was not a good one.
The MINISTER FOR LAANDS: It

was a. better year than its predecessor,
but we have not had an average year
since 1910. However, in this particular
district there was a very good result
as compared with that in the area served
by the Dowerin-Merredin line. This
proposition has been thoroughly inves-
tigated by expert officers of the various
departments. In the first place the
land was thrown open for selection after
survey, and after examination by the
expert officers of the Lands Department.
Then the Agricultural Bank inspected
the areas, and to-day in this particular
district we have anything from £50,000
to £100,000 invested from the Agricul-
tural Bank funds, between Kondinin
and Merredin, and consequently we are
only seeking to improve the asset which
we hold there in the shape of advances
from the Agricultural Bank, I main-
tain that this proposition is one that
should meet with the favour of bon.
members, and I have no hesitation in
saying that it is better than other lines
-which have been authorised north of the
Eastern Goldfields line. For instance,
there is no comparison between the value
of this area and that of the M1t. Marshall
district, a, railway to which Parliament
has authorised, and which is now under
construction. I believe that under im-
proved farming methods we will get
good results hrorn the1Mt. Marshall. area,,
which is not, in my opinion, nearly as
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good as the aea between Kondinin and
Merredin.

ifr. Hudson: Have you any idea of
the number of areas taken up to the
east of this proposed line

The MINISTER FOR LANDOS: No,
but is it a fair indication ! There is a
fairly large tract of country taken up
eastward of the line, although I am
prepared to admit there is not as much
as one would like. For instance, it
cannot be said that the land is settled
over a distance of 12J miles eastward
of the line. Still, there is a fair number
of settlers on the eastern side, and no
doubt the construction of the line will
largely increase that number. During
last year. 1913-14, the returns from this
area compared more than favourably
with those from more popular districts.
We had only from four to five inches of
rain, and if we can grow crops with that
rainfall, it will be seen that when we
get back to normal conditions of eleven
inches, the attested average of the dis-
trict, there is no doubt that profitable
farming will be carried on in this area.
I commend the second reading to the
favourable consideration of members.
I want them to bear in mind that men
are already successfully farming there,
and although they are getting highly
satisfactory results from their farms,
they cannot market the produce, owing
to the impracticable carting. The land
is producing to-day, and despite the bad
season, we have a fair number of crops
in the area it is proposed to serve.

Mr. HUDSON: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived.
Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [8-7]: My

reason for moving the adjournment
was that further information might be
furnished in connection with this pro-
posed railway. We have been told
at the outset that there is no possi-
bility of the line being constructed
for a considerable time, and therefore
I fail to see the urgency of passing the
Measure to-night. Why should the mea-
sure be forced through to-night ? It
is not likely to be put into execution for
a period possibly of years. How can
it immediately help the settlers along

the line if the railway itself is not to
be constructed for the period named

The Minister for Works: No period
was named.

Mr. HUDSON: No, because it is
so uncertain.

The Minister for Works: It is a
question of money.

Mir. HUDSON: With regard to money
matters, it seems impossible to get
an assurance from the Government
when the line is to be built.

The Minister for Works: Immne-
diately the crisis is over.

Mrt. HUDSON: If the Minister could
give an assurance that the crisis would
be over to-morrow it would be all right.
If he thinks it will be over before Par-
liament rises, I will be pleased to support
the Bill on that ground alone. It
seems to me we are acting hastily,
and I think the note of warning sounded
by the member for lBunbury (Mr. Thomas)
was justified. For my own part, I am
going to vote against the Bill if it is
pressed to-night, because I think it
would be better, in the interests of the
country, not to pass this measure at
the present time, but to shift the people
already there and save the £200,000,
the interest on which would, if necessary,
pay the cost of their removal from
those areas and put them in some place
where there would be a reasonable
prospect of their being able to earn
a livelihood.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY. I1

Second Reading.

Debate restumed from the previous
day.

Hon. FRAkNK WILSON (Sussex)
[8-10]: This proposed railway is a
very old friend. If I remember rightly,
this is about the filth time we have
debated the proposal to construct a line
from Esperance northwards. In the
first instance, it was suggested that
a railway should be constructed right
through to Norsemen, and hon. members
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will remember that in consequence
of objections to that proposal it has
become a railway to be constructed
60 miles northwards from Esperauce.
In the first instance it was supposed to
be a line to serve the goldfields, to
bring themn in touch with Esperance on
the south coast, but very quickly the
nature of the proposal was altered,
and it merged into an agricultural
proposition.

The Minister for Works: Did not
you almost promise to support it if
that was doneY

The Attorney General; Did not your
side give an assurance that they would
support it if it were made a purely
agricultural line ?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: No. We
gave a promise on more than one occasion
that if the belt of mallee country should
be proved to be suitable land for agricul-
ture, and if the Agricultural Bank
would advance money on it, we would
then support the railway proposition.

The Minister for Works: That is not
it at all.

Hen. PRANK WILSON: Well,"
we had better .get Mansard and quote
from that. I have said on more than
one occasion that if it were proved to
me that we have good agricultural
land there which we will be safe in
settling. I would cease all opposition
to the construction of this line 60 miles
north from Esperance. That is still
the position I take up to-night. This
question of the construction of a line
from Norseman to Esperance has been
before the country for 15 or 16 years,
and even longer than that. I remember
that the first time I entered Parliament
there was an agitation for railway
communication down there. It is needless
to again go over the whole of the grounds,
although perhaps in view of the new
members in Parliament, it may be
advisable to touch upon certain leading
points. The time has gone past when
anyone could support the construction
of this line to Norseman purely to serve
the goldfields. In the early days I
myself supported the construction of
that line, in the days when the gold-
fields were booming, and when almost

the whole of our trade 'was drawn
from the Eastern States, when we were
importing all our requirements from
Eastern Australia. It mattered not to
me then whether those requirements
came through Fremantle or through
Espereance ; but that time has gone by,
and therefore to suggest that we shoald
construct this line for the sole purpose
of giving the goldfleldls another port is
one that, to my mind, cannot be enter-
tained for a moment.

The Premier:
to do with it?7
by another port;
now ?

What has the port
What do you mean
what port have they

Hen. FRANK WILSON: Fremantle,
of course, what port do you think they
hare ? There are Freman tle and Bun-
bury also.

Mr. Bolton: And Busselton.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is too

far south, that is the only trouble.
The Premier : It is not the port, that

is the trouble.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is one
of the most payable ports in the whole
of the State. Members ought to re-
cognise this.

The Minister for Lands:± I know they
have a mile and a half or two miles of
jetty down there.

Ron. FRANK WILSON:± The hon.
member complimented me on the fact
that we were getting 10 per cont. on
'the outlay.

The Minister for Works: Do you say
he makes many mistakes?

The Minister for Lands: That is one
I did not make.

Mr. Allen: Do you admit that he
makes mistakes then?

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The mistake
the hon. member made was in not
passing the expenditure in the first
instance. He has acknowledged his
mistake, and I honour him for it.

,The Premier:- If he said that Bussel.
ton was a port or ever would be a port
he made a mistake.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.
Hen. FRANK WILSON: We are

not discussing that project at present,
but the Esperance Northwards railway.
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There is no doubt that this proposal
was made a political question.

Mdr. Green: With the hon. member.
Hon. FRANK WILSON:- It was a

political question on the goldflelds at the
general elections three years ago, and
subsequently the Kalgoorlie Miner was
responsible for the agitation, backed
up by certain hon. members of this
House. The plea was that we must
give railway communication in order
that the goldfields residents might have
access to that salubrious climate which
is stated to exist in Esperance, that the
women and children might have an
opportunity to visit Esperance in the
hot months of our summer season for
the purpose of recuperating.

Mr. Green : It is miles too good for
the brutes, is it not ?

W. Milen: Do you refer to your
constituents in those termsI

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Dloes the
hon. member mnean that he calls the
electors of his constituency brutes ?

Mr. Green: That is only your opinion
of themn.

The Attorney General: He is speaking
ironically. He is facing your brass with
iron.

Hon. FRANK WILSON? I hope the
electors will at all events take notice
of this remark.

Mr. Green: They are taking notice
of the hon. member.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The argu-
ment used was that an opportunity
should be given to the women and
children to go to Esperanee during the
sumnmer months.

The Attorney General: Is that not
reasonable ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not if
they have another place to go to with
railway communication and cheap fares,
such as they have to the west coast.
There is also a number of other places
they can go to to recuperate, namely,
Fremantle, Bunbury, Bueselton, and
Albany.

Mfr. Dolton: And Rockingham.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: There are

heaps of places to which they can go,
and as I have pointed out on many

occasions they can travel by excursion
rates to those different centres.

Air, Green: What has that to do with
the railway?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Only that
this railway is unnecessary in order to
give them Esperance as a place to
which to go to for a holiday. Already
they have the advantage of the whole
co ast from Albany right round to
Fremantle with railway communication
atr'iady installed.

The Premier: This railway is only
from Esperance, 60 miles northwards.

Ron. FRANK WILSON:- That is
the cloven hoof. The Government are
only asking for 60 miles ; they cannot
get 120 miles to Norseman, therefore
they are taking the 60 miles as a first
instalment and are waiting to couple up
afterwards with the goldields. That
is the reason why the Bill is introduced,
and the Attorney General will admit
that this is the object.

The Attorney General: It is one
of the objects.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course.
The Attorney General: Not the

only one.
Ron. FRANK WILSON r The main

object.
The Attorney General:- It is not the

main object ; it is one of the objects.
Do not misrepresent me.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is
the main object.

The Attorney General! Do not
misrepresent me ; it is one of the objects.

Bon. FRANK WILSON?- I say it
is the main object.

The Premier: The main object for
your opposition is vested interests.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is
only the Premier's statement, the fond
imagination of a diseased mind.

The Attorney General: That is a
very elegant remark.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Hon.
members opposite are so obsessed with
it that they cannot get it out of their
minds. They have promised it so often
that they think the main object of my
opposition is vested interest.

The Premier -So it is.
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Mr.'Ailen: It is in the best interests
of the State.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Ykes, I wvar
pointing out that if the line had been
constructed in. the early days of the
goldfields I do not knf-w that any serious
injury -would have occurred.

Mrt. Munsie: You took care that it
would not.; you opposed it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : At that time
we were importing all our produce and
foodstuffs and our other requirements
from the Eastern States, and it did not
matter to which port they went. Now,
however, we have to consider the matter
purely from the standpoint of agricul-
tural development. I do not want to
wade through the whole of the different
phases of the question to-night. We
have had them over and over again
until we are sick of the subject. We have
had reports on it. We have discussed
it. Perhaps no Bill has been more fully
discussed than this measure. To-night
we are asked to sanction the expenditure,
according to the Minister for Works, of
£161,000. In addition we must provide
roiling stock because there would have
to be, if the railway line is constructed,
a separate railway system in the State.
That is a special line, the same as the
Port Hedland to Marble Bar railway is.
It must have rolling stock and work-
shops. If it is to be useful at all, and
we have wheat grown in this area for
export purposes, we must have con-
siderable expenditure on harbour im-
provements at Esperance before we
can bring steamers in in order to get
wheat away.

Mr. Munsie : If the wheat is there
what objection will you have ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: None
whatever ; my opposition ceases as soon
as I am convinced that there is wheat
there. But what arguments have we
in that direction ?

The Attorney General; There is more
wheat, there in proportion to the land
cultivated this year than there is on
the Dowerin-Merredin. line.

Mr. Allen : This is an exceptional
year ; you may have a few good patches.

The Attorney General: It shows that
this is an exceptional return.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We* have
to consider this purely from the agricul-
tuas standpoint. We had the Advisory
Board's report on the question several
years ago. On that board there was
Mr. WV. Paterson, the manager of the
Agricultural Bank. Two other members
were Air. Muir, who has since left the
service, and the Surveyor General (Mr.
Harry Johnston). Neither of those last
two can be considered to be experts in
connection with agricultural propositio's,
I think.

The Minister for Works : The Surveyor-
General should know something about
it.

Mr. James Gardiner: The Surveyor-
General is a pretty good judge, take, it
from wne.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He has niot
had the experience of agricultural pur-
suits that Mr.Paterson bas had.

The Attorney General:. That is not
to say that he is not a judge, or that
he is not capable.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member is also capable of judging be-
cause he has invested his money in
farm-ing pursuits.

The Attorney General: I do not
know that I do not prefer Esperance
land to the land that you have foisted
on me.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not at all;
the hon. member took his own land.

The Attorney General: The hen.
member gave me another man's pro-
perty.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member took up other land which was
more adjacent to a railway, and now
lie is in there he believes that lhe would
prefer Esperance land. Let him go there,
therefore.

The Attorney General : I cannot go
to both. If you will buy my property
I will go there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have not
the slightest intention of doing so. I
want to consider this proposition from
the standpoint as to whether anything
fresh has been adduced by the Minister
which will warrant us in coming to the
conclusion that we have a good sound
agricultural proposition in that locality.
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The Advisory Board reported in the
first instance that there were some
million and a quarter acres of malce
country which might be considered
as good agricultural lend. They were
in doubt about it, however. Two mem-
bers of that board recommended, and
said it was good enough to recommend,
a railway some 60 miles north of Esper-
ance to tap that country. Then they
said the lines must be run out east and
west to obtain the full advantage end
serve the whole belt. These two mem-
bers were engineers on the board. Mr.
Paterson, who is the managing director
of the Agricultural Bank arid a man
who has been connected with agricul-
tural pursuits all hWs lifetimne in Western
Australia, and a man whose knowledge
is undoubted and accepted by everyone
in connection with those pursuits, was
doutful. He was not certain. He
could not recommend it. Therefore,
he wrote a minority report and in that
minority report he was very emphatic
that he could not recommend that the
expenditure should be undertaken.

Mr. Green: On what, grounds 7
Hion. FR-ANK. WILSON: Here is a

copy of his report. He says-
I am not wholly in accord with

the report which recommends the
construction of a railway 60 miles in
length towards Norseman tot exploit
what is termed the Mallee belt. I
must, of course, give reasons, to
justify my opinion, why my signature
is not attached. As one of the agricul-
tural Railway Advisory Board I must
satisfy myself that the land to be
operated on to warrant a railway
must be reliable wheat growing
country, as on a wheat basis only are

- ailways justified in dry areas.
That is the point we take. Is it reliable
wheat growing country ?

The Minister for Works:- He suggested
a certain operation.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The only
basis upon which the railway would be
justified ine a dry area is the wheat pro.
ducing capacity of the country. Then
ho goes on about the inspectors having
classified some 3,000 square miles of the
country, and points out that they were

unable to report a better yield in any
one year than 211 cwts. of hay per acre,
and that this is largely due to the fact
that the farmers have not been work.
Thg,under the fallow system and have
not been utilising fertilisers. Coming tc
the average quality 6f the land the
report says that the whole distract ie
distinctly below the Grass Patch farm,
and that the farmers have never had
more than 214 cwts. of hay over a period
of 14 years.

Mr. Green: Without fertiliser.
The Premier : Or without (allow.
Hon. J. Mitchell:- They used fertilisei

at times.
, Mr. Munsie:- They never had it ur

to that time.
' Hon.- FRANK WILSON: Up tc

what time ?
The 'Premier : 'Up to the time Mr

Paterson made his report.
HoN. FRANK WILSON; I am not able

to say. The records of the department
show that nearly every season the cror
of hay has been under hailf a ton pei
acre. All the figures will show that
even this season it is only S cwt. The
records also go to show that they nevez
had more than six bushels of wheat pei
acre. Farmers have been established
down there for the past 16 or 1? years

The Minister for Works. They hav(
never grown wheat in any quantit3
with fertilisers.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. McDowall'
took the Chair.]

Hlon. FRANK WILSON: They have
gone in chiefly for hay beacuse those
who established themselves on thE
Grass Patch in the early days wer(
catering for the teams who were travel
ling on the track between Esperanck
and Norseman t6 Coolgardie. The3
had a ready rnarketjd at their vor3
doors. As the teamsjassed thorn the3
would Fell their products at , a ver)
excel lent price and it paid them tc
produce the crops, although they might
only average half a ton to the acro
The report goes on-

The inspectors, Messrs. Hewby an
May, who classified most oarefuUl3
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(under very arduous and trying con-
ditions) 3,000 square miles of this
malice land on which; there' is no
natural feed or water, were unable
to report a better yield in any one
year of more than 211 ewts. of hay
per acre. This, no doubt, is largely
due to the fact that the farmers
have not beon practising the fallow
system and using fertilisers, and they
go on to say that the average quality
of the land on the whole district
is distinctly lower than the Grass
Patch farm, the record yield being
211 cwt. covering 14 years. Water-
The inspectors have no doubt that the
water difficulty will be a very serious
matter for farmers, and give as
their reason for this statement, that
the land is very porous, the salt
water level appears to be raher
close to the surface, and the fact that
from Lake View to 16 miles north of
Esperance, although the traffic is
very small, the travelling pliblic and
the settlers are dependent on con-
densers for their supply, which cer-
tainly confirms their opinion that
fresh water will not be obtained by
siking, and there are no gullies or
water cour-ses over the whole of this
large malice belt, and what to me is
more discouraging is that in occasional
depressions, locally designated lagoons
or fresh water swamps, none appear
to have had any water in them for
the pest 10 or 12 years.I
The Minister for Works: When was

the report written I
Hon. PRANK WILSON:- This report

was written three years ago. There is
no desire to mislead hon. members. ,

The Minister for Works; Four years
ago.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It bears
the date 17th March, 1911. It goes on
to say-

From a railway point of view also,
the water problem appears to be
~more serious, as the very best is always
required for loco, boilers. The con-

'flicdnzg occounts of the Esperance
harbour as a safe port for the shiipment
of wheat fur export in large vessuls
'has made me feel that caution is

[15]

needed before one adds his name to
a recommendation which may land
this State in an expenditure that is
not yet justified-,for, to my mind,
the land should be proved as to its
wheat producing power, and the water
supply settled beyond doubt, as with-
out the latter it would be quite im-
possible to profitably work this mailee
area. This brings me then to what
I think should be done, and at once,
because if it can be proved that the
land will yield profitable wheat crops,
and water can be procured at a
moderate cost, a railway line 60 or
70 miles towards Norseman and spur
lines east and west when required to
provide facilities for economic working
will be justified, in this particular
locality. We would then settle one
of the largest tracts of virgin country
that I know of, easily accessible by
railway, and still in the hands of the
Crown. Therefore instead of recom-
mending the construction of a railway
from any distance from the coast, I
would urge the Government to have
demonstrated at the earliest possible
moment the true possibilities of this
great area, both as to its wheat pro-
duction under proper conditions of
farming, and also as to its water
supply. It would perhaps be possible
to arrange with the owner of Grass
Patch farm (Mr. Thompson) to crop

*-this season at least 100 acres, which
zh~ould be fertilised, and also farm
~100 acres at the Salmon Gum cleared
land, and during the winter have rolled
'and cleared by arrangement with
~owners, a sufficiently large area on the
average alienated blocks, such areas

,to be cropped next season, and also,
,I think that No. 3 belt, which is first
class forest land, should be tested,
as thiU belt extends almost to Norse-
*man, and is much superior in quality to
A he mallae lands. Bores could also be
put down in various places to discover
.if fresh water is procurable. This work
would cover a period of two years which
to my mind would be sufficient to
satisfy the Government as to whether
it is possible to settle this large belt
of country profitably, and so justify

. . - . _; _.
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,the construction of a railway, and the
improvements to the harbour at Esper-
anee.

This report is signed by Mr. Paterson as
chairman of the railway advisory board,
the present, manager of the agricultural
Bank. ' Nothing has been brought for-
ward to warrant any alteration in the
view that Mr. Paterson then held, not-
withstanding that some three years have
elapsed since he made this report. The
Government should have turned their
attention to the fears held by Mir. Pater-
son and ethers by adopting the recom-
mendations he made to test the country
thoroughly, but ministers have merely
contented themselves by forcing the Bill
for the construction of the line through
Parliament. First they forced through
a measure for the construction of the
lin from Esperance to Norseman, and
when they found that would not receive
support of a majority of members of
Parliament, they altered the proposal to
one for the construction of a line 60 miles
northwards.
'The Premier: That is not correct;

it did receive the support of a majority
of members of Parliament.

'Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
could not get a majority in both Houses.

Mr. Munsie: If there had been a joint
sitting we would have had a majority.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member knows that the two Hlouses do
not sit together.

,Mr. Muncie: You said we could not
get a majority of members of Parliament
which was not correct.

Ron. F.RANK WILSON: I said a
majority of Parliament. So that there
may not be any misunderstanding let us
turn to the reports of the two gentlemen
who honestly recommended that this
railway should be constructed. They
Stated-

The country traversed for about
four miles inland is good coast. grazing
land, interspersed with some swamps

,suitable for market gardening, and
the production of root crops. The
balance of the country traversed up
'to about thirty miles in the line of
dir.ction consists of poor sandy gravelly
land. , The average rainfall at Esper-

anee, covering a period of 27 years,
taken from the meteorological records
is 2,559 poinits, while the average
annual raiafjl for 11 years at the
39-mile condenser is 1,767 points,
which gives a general average for the
first 30 miles of 2,163 points. From
the 30-mile stage, and thence on to
57 miles from Esperanee the proposed
liar would run eoniiauously through
the ruallee belt. This belt of country
comprises approximately an area 45
miles north and south, by 65 miles east
and west, or nearly 3,000 square miles,
making a total area of 1,872,000 acres,
two thfrdts of which the land classifiers,
Messrs. May and Hewby estimate to
be good for wheat growing, namely,
1,248,000 acres. To develop the whole
of this, branch lines going east and
west will be necessary. Along the
proposed line through the malice belt
for 15 miles on each side of the pro-
posed railway an area of 864,000 acres
of land would be sorved, out of which
it is estimated there are 676,000 acres
of -wheat land.

Then the report goes on to show the
average rainfall, and it bears out what
they had previously reported. The re-
port adds-

Fromi the 76 miles to Norseman (at
about 125 miles) the country traversed
is composed of good forest land with
occasional patches of granite scrub,
and numerous salt lakes. The average
annual rainfall at Lake View-92
miles-is 1,163 points, while at Norse-
man it is 1,034 points- This stretch
of country, that is *the belt traversed
between 75 miles and Norseman, is
consequently a, doubtful proposition
for wheat growing, from a rainfall
point of view. From an agricultural
point of view we consider that at present
it would be sufficient to construct a.
length of about 60 miles of railway
from Esperance in the direction of
Norsemnan, following generally the
main road. This 60 miles of line is
estimated to cost £:1,700 per mile, in-
eluding water supply, muaking a total-
cost for the whole length of £E102,000.
One great difficulty which presents
Ltself in this respvect to the ex-pluitation
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of this belt of maliee country wvill be
the provision of a water supply for the
sottli s. Practivinlly the whole of the
district proposed to be opened up is
a waterLoss area, the physical con-
formation of the country being gently
undulating with very few distinct
watercourses traversing it. The soil
is of a very porous nature, and ap-
parently absorbs the rain almost im-
mediately it falls. The salb too, as far
as can be judged from the fow tanks
already constructed in the district,
is clo-se to the surface. This difficulty,
however, we do not consider insur-
mountable. We may state that this
large extent of -wheat growing country-
some If million acres-is the greatest
area of wheat land, as far as we know,
at present in the State in possesnin
of the Crown with so good a rainfall.
We recommend tho construction of a
railway nor thwa-ds from Esperance
for a di;stance of some 60 nmiles, and
when necessary branch lines extending
east and west. We append hereto
(a) map showing probable route of
railway and classification by Messrs.
Hewby and May ; (b) copy of report
by inspectors Hewby and May ; (c)
copy of report by Surveyor Watkins.
We would draw your attention to the
fact that as an agricultural advisory
board, we have confined our remtarks
soluly to the agricultural prospects of
the proposed railway.

This report is signed by Mr. Johnston,
the Surveyor General, and Mr. John Muir,
and they recommend the construction
of 60 miles of railway. We come to the
position that there are two scientific men,
Mr. Johnston, the Surveyor Genera!,
who I admit has somne knowledge of the
value of agricultural land and the pos-
sibilities of it. 2Nr. 3. Mluir has no agri-
cultural knowledge, but he was the Ohirdf
Surveyor. Of Mr. Paterson, who penned
that minority report and penned it in
a very moderate way, I say unhesitat-
ingly, that his opinion Carries More
weight with me than that of anty other
man in the State in regard to a proposal
of that sort, and if his advice hnd been
followed 12 months ago, we Might have
bad the actual results of the experiments

he suggsted, and which we would have
ca~rri -d out had we remained in power.
Then the House mni-ht not have hr4, any
hosi'O~ion in agreeing to the construction
of I he line.

'Mr. Green: I wish you meant it.
The Prenuier: This House will carry

it all rit, and this is the House which
speaks for the people.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: I1 do net
know.

The Premier: But I do .
Hon. FRANK WILS3ON: Has the

hon. member been counting noses ?
The Premier: One of your own mem-

bers is gri ig to suppnrt it.
Hon. FRANK WIL90 ON: The hon.

member is making a party question of it
at once. He is the man who has made
it a party question and a bitter one too.

Thle Premnior: If it is a party question
you should not oppose it, because it has
been twice beffo the country.

,Hon. FRAkNK WILSON: floes the
hon. member tell me that he received a
mandate at the last elect ions to construct
this railway.

The P~remier: It is part of the policy
of the Government.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: So was the
proposed war emergency taxation.

The Premier! It might have been.
Hon. FRANK WILSON:- Why did not

the Premier bring it down ?
The Premier: We might have done

we got a majority.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: One of the

Premier's own colleagues said the other
day they recognised they got no man-
date.

The Minister for Works: I said that
Perth turned it down.

Hon. FRAN'LK WILSON:- Last session
this Bill was brought down for the
fourth time and on that occasion we were
asked to pass the measure on the report
of thle Colonial Socretary. He was sent
down as a forlorn hope sorely by his
colleagues to travel through this country
and furnish a report to Cabinet. I have
not a copy of the report, but I well re-
member the contents. He spent about
48 hours on the journey. He did not go
five miles from the main road.

4U



412 ASSEMBLT~j

MKr. Munsie!- That is 48 hours longer
than your colleague spent inspecting the
country.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have not
quoted tno nlleawue ; he never furnished
a report. The Colonial Secretary met
one or two deputations at Grass Patch
and elsewhere. He was entertained at
EsAperance, and was very much impressed
with the fruit grown in the neighbour-
hood of the town of Esperance. He came
back an ardent advocate of the railway.
He was converted by his motor trip
through the country, and his colleagues
in this Chamber introduced him as an
expert in connection with agricultural
matters, and asked us to pass the Bill
on the strength of his report.%

SMr. Green:- Have you ever been down
there ?

, Hon. FRANK WILSON:- No. I am
not nutting forth my own views, but am
criticising the different reports which
Ministters have put forward as justifie-
tion for spending this large sum of money,
and surely I am entitled to do that. If
I travelled throuuli the counitry my
renort would be as valueless as that of the
Colonial Secretary. I would not travel
through the country in 48 hours and
attemnpt to write a report upon the
ag.icultural possibilities of it.

The Premier:- Your colleague went
through in the niirht mid did so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He knows
something about it. If he reported that
in his opinion it would be dangerous to
expend this money and settle people there,
I would aecept his report as comning from
one who knows something of the matter,
but I would not ask hion. members to
take my opinion on the subject. There
are many subjects I can claim to have a
knowledge of, but agricultural pursuits
is not one of them, and I would be the
last man in the world to endeavour to
get the House to pass any expenditure
of money for agricultural railways on my
individual opinion. The Colonial Sec-
retary dilated on the prospecte of Esper-
ance. He gave his opinion in regard to
the probabilities of wheat growing, and
I think he also included the fact that
there was a big salt industry somes few
miles out of Esperance, and therefore

he became an ardent supporter of an
expenditure which will run into half a

million of money before it is completed.
I declined on that occanion, and I decline
on this, to accept the Colonial Secretary
as an expert on this great question. The
hion. gentleman may know all about
literary pursuits and newspaper manage-
ment, but hie has never had anything to
do with agriculture. The them Minister
for Lands interjected that he had an
orchard, and my retort was that I had
one of a kind at my house, and the
Colonial Secretary's experience was prob-
ably just about as extensive as my own.
The main contention that we should
expend this money was based on the
fact that there was an orchard at Esper.
anee and a salt industry. We have State
steamers running from Albany to Esper-
anee, and the railway is not essential for
the encouragement of the fruit industry
in and around Esperanee. It is not
essential either to build up the salt
export trade from the deposits now being
worked some three miles from the town
of Esperance.

,Mr. Green: No one contended it was.
Ron. FRANK WILSON -It is con-

tended in the reports.
The Minister for Works: It is men-

tioned in some of them.
Ron. FRANK WILSON.- And it is

contended that it warrants the con-
struction of the railway.

The Minister for Works- It all helps
to support the railway.

lion. FRANK WILSON: I pass over
the Colonial Secretary's report, with all
due respect to him, as being worthless.
He has no knowledge to warrant him
in coming to any conclusion as to the
possibilities of making this a great agri-
cultural settlement. The Minister for
Works quoted from reports which we had
before us in July last. There was a
memorandum from Mr. Canning, the
district surveyor. I admit he is favour-
able towards the proposition. There was
a report from Mr. 'White, the district
surveyor, dated Gibson's Soak, 9th July,
1914. There was a report ftomMr. Sutton,
dated the 8th July, 1914, and we also
had extracts from that report when we
previously debated this question. There

412



[17 fitonrun, 1014]41

was another memorandum from Mr. Con-
way, but that is a very old one, bearing
the date of 1912. That has been before
the House on two occaisions previously.
Therewas another memorandum from Mr.
Canning dated 15th July, and I think
we had extracts from that report this
year. I come now to the oriy additional
evidence we have in favour of the pro-
posal to construct this rrilway and ex-
pend this large sum of money, and it is
contained in a minute dated the 16th
December, 1914, addressed by Mr. Con-
way to the Minister. There is a minute
also by Mr. Curlewis. of the Perth Obsir-
vatory, giving the rainfaill of tho district.

The Minister for Works: And one from
Mr. Sutton, giving the r.,sults of this
year.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: No, that is
the report we had in July. Mr. Con-
way's memorandum is the only new light
we have on the subject. All the rest,
of the reports wore before the Houtse
in July last when the measure was pased
by thin Chamber but rejected in another
place.

The Minister for Works: How could
they tell in July last that there would be
6.00,1 bu~hels available for export. this
season ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is only
an estimate. ft is in Mr. Conway's
memorandum.

The Minister for Works: fl oes not Mr.
Sutton also refer to it ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have not
noticed it in Mr. Sutton's report. Now,
what is the gist of Mr. Conway's report
to the M~inister, because that is realty
the only new informuat-ion on which we
are asked to pass this Bill. He begins,
in reply to a request to supply certain
information-

I regret to state I have found it very
difficult to obtain reliable up-to-date
information.

A responsible officer writing on behalf
of the Under Secretary for Lands the
other day, admits that it is very difficult
to obtain reliable up-to date information.

(The Speaker -resumed she chair.]

The Minister for Works: You have it
up to July, which i6 only a few months
ago.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: He. admits
that lie has nothing further than last
July when we debated this question.

The Premier: -'Unless there is some-
thing to its detriment, there is no need
for anything additional.

Hon. FRAINK WILSON: He goes on
to say-

However, by consultation with the
District Surveyor, Surveyor IWte,
formerly employed in the district by
this department, the Commissioner
for the Wheat felt and other respon-
sible officers, I have gained certain
itemns of information which I think wvill
be of valueo. The chief centre of
agricultural operations in the locality
is what is known as the mallee belt,
which runs across the line for an in-
definite distance east and west, and
for a width-that is, along the course
of the line-of 33 miles.

The -,%'idth is getting smaller. The re-
port continues-

Operations in this belt for a dis,-
tance of abouLt 12 miles on each side
of the line are being carried out under
the supervision of the Department of
Agriculture, and from a return fur-
nished to me I find that there are in
this area 62 active settlers with hold-
ings aggi-egating 63,3116 acres. Prac-
tically all these holders have had
crops in during the year and, although
the growing season was the driest
known for years, they have been in a
position to produce, in addition to all
requirements for seeding for the com-
ing harvest, an excess of about 0,000
bushels of wheat, as well as sufficient
hay for all the coming season's re-
quirem eats.

Six thousand bushels of wheat were gent
by 02 settlers in this district during
the present harvest., ever and above th~eir
requiremnents,

Mr. Green: What have you got in
other parts of the State?

lion. FRANKX WILSON: They have
had a very fair rainfall down there.
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The Premier: That is to the credit of
the district.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If it is sat-
isfactory to the member for Irwin and
his supporters they will support the
Bill

Air. Mfunsie: How does it compare
with Mft. Marshall?

Eon. FRANK WILSON: How does it
compare with Katanning or Ongerup?

Air. Mun sic: I admit it wvill not com-
pare with Ongerup.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Why com-
pare it with Mft. Marshall, one of the
worst districts of the lot so far as the
drought is concerned?

Mr. James Gardiner: Who allowed
the 62 people to take uip 62,000 acres?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Hon. mem-
bers opposite allowed all above 40 odd
settlers who held land when they took
office to do so. The hon. member asks
who allowed the 40 odd settlers to take
up land anywhere in the State before
survey, except in certain districts. No
one could prevent them from settling
there. Some of them have been there
for 15 or 17 years, and they were set-
tled at the time when the hon. member
for Irwin was a member of the James
Government. Some seven or eight set-
tiers have been in the district fur 17
years. They had an undoubted right to
take uip land, and they can do so to-day.

Mir. James Gardiner: That is what
is getting us into this railway trouble.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is the
law of the country, and the hon. member
is not without blame in that respect. No
one could refuse to allow those people
to-settle there if they wished, any more
than he could refuse to allow the hon.
member to select land on the Canning
stock route to-day, because that is not a
closed area. If the hon. member did so,
hie could ask for a railway, though I do
not think Parliament would grant it. The
reply would he that the hon. member had
gone there at his own risk.

Mr. Green: It is precisely on those
rounds that we are building railways.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: No; we are
building railways where the national

estate has been surveyed before selec-
tion, and thrown open for selection.

The Premier: Oh no.
Holn. FRANK WILSON: This area

has been closed by the present Govern-
ment and is closed to-day.

The Premier. Two, minutes ago you
said no one could prevent any person
from going there. Why did not you
close itq

Hon. PRANK WILSON: Why should
we have closed it?

The Premier: You were out for mil-
lions.

Eon. FRANK WILSON: Why should
we have closed it if people wanted to
go there -with stock, or to take uip or-
chard land? If they could make a suc-
cess of it, why should we interfere with
the liberty of the subject to take up land
in any portion of the State that was not
being surveyed for selection?

Mr. James Gardiner: Why did not you
close it on the ground that you would
have to give them a railway?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We pre-
vented people from going there as much
as we possibly could; bnt lion. members
opposite, ever sine they have been in
office, have encourag-ed people fo goa there.
We publicly warned people that if they
went there, they did so at their own risk.

The Premier: You did nothing of the
kind.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What is the
use of arguing in this -way? What did
honi. members opposite do? When they
could not get their railway Bill through,
they went down to Esperanee and pro-
mised lo take the produce from the set-
tlers there at market rates on the main
roads.

The Minister for Works: In order to
test the land, as suggested by Mr. Pat-
erson.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: When hon.
members op-posile could not get the rail-
way authorised, what did the late Min-
ister for 'Works do? *He went down to
the district and said that, despite Parlia-
ment's refusal to pass the Bill, he -was
going to spend on the railway money he
had for roads.
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Mr. James Gardiner: Would you see
the people slantq

Ron. FRANK WILSON: No; I would
not see them starve.

Mr. James Gardiner: That is the in-
ference.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member has no right to make that sug-
gestion. I know the Premier has been
discussing the matter with the bon. mem-
ber, and I know that we have a majority
against us; but, nevertheless, I intend to
put my views before the House.

The Premier: It is either starvation
or the railway for these settlers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will the
railway prevent them from starving?

The Premier: Absolutely it will.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Absolutely it

will not. The Premier is merely buoying
the people up by the passage of this Bill,
while knowing full well that the rail-
way cannot be built for three years. The
Premier knows, further, that he will
have to spend a large sum of money on
the Esperance harbour before the railway
can be of any use to the settlers, before
they can be brought in touch with the
world's markets. What did the late Min-
ister for Works do? He went down there,
and took Air. Rolland with him. He told
the settlers that it was agreed that the
better course would be to expend on the
railway surveyed money granted for road
construction, to expend it on the railway
surveyed in the hope that money
which Parliament had autborised for the
provision of road facilities might ulti-
mately be used for the purpose of laying
the railway.

The Minister for Works: A very good
idea, too.

Hon. FRA&NK WILSON: It was a
very impudent idea, and not the kind of
suggestion which should have come from
a Minister of the Crown. Since Parlia-
ment on three different occasions refused
to pass the Esperance Railway Bill, and
since the money bad been voted by Par-
liament, for roads, it was altogether out-
side the province of the Minister to say,
"I do not care whant Parliament has de-
cided; I am going to spend that money on
the permanent way of the railway." The

Minister had no right to divert money
voted for road construction to railway
construction. But that is what the Mini-
ster did. That action of his encouraged
these poor unfortunate people to believe
that they were going to get their railway,
despite what had happened in Parliament
three times.

The Attorney General: They must get
a railway.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: Of course
some day or other they must get a rail-
way. Some day this vast, magnificent
country must be laced with railways. But
that will be when we have millions of in-
habitants. So long, however, as we are
in the unfortunate position of somewhat
decreasing our population rather than in-
creasing it , we cannot build railways in
these isolated portions of the State.

The Attorney General: Why build
them in other portions of the State if you
cannot do this part justice9

Bon. FRANK WILSON: We are able
to build railways in the parts the agri-
cultural experts have advised railways
should he built in, where the experts have
said that we may safely encourage
settlement, where they have advised
us wve are safe in throwing land
open for selection and surveying it;
in parts of the State where they have said
they will advance the money of the Agri-
cultural Bank, the financial institution of
the State, in assisting the Government to
carry out land settlement. But the dir-
ectors of the Agricultural Bank have con-
sistently refused to advance the funds of
their institution on the land which it is
now proposed to serve by this railway.
They absolutely refuse to do so, right up
to the present time. They say, "The
security is not good enough, and we, as
trustees, cannot agree to make advanes
of public funds upon that security."
Ministers are ignoring that decision of
responsible officers of the State. What
have Ministers done? They have takod
the funds of the Department of Agricul-
ture for the purpose of making advances
to the settlers, and they have made the
advances on not such favourable terms,
from the point of viewv of the State, as
the Agricultural Bank would demand. At
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all events, they have made advances to or 8 cwt. to the acre. Now I wish to
the settlers. last year I turned up the
records and found that Ministers had al-
ready advanced from the agricultural de-
velopment vote a sum of between £6,000
and £7,000 to Esperance settlers. Minis-
ters promised to take the settlers' wheat
at market rate on the nearest point on the
main road. They made advances to the
settlers on lines similar to, if not the
same as, those adopted by the Agricul-
tural Bank. And yet what is the result
of it all to-day? There are about 60 set-
tlers in that district, and the average re-
turn from their holdings is estimated to
he only something like five bushels of
wheat to the acre. Never yet, in all the
years wheat has been grown in the Esper-
ance district, has the average been more
than six bushels to the acre.

Air. Green: Yes; it has been higher.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I quoted the
figures on two or three occasions.

Mr. Green: I do not care what you
quoted.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Never yet
has the district averaged over six bushels.
Take the last year, 1912-13, and what do
we find? That is the season before the
present one. The returns show wheat
918 acres averaging 3.2 bushels per acre;
oats, 19 acres averaging 6.2 bushels; bar-
ley, 10 acres averaging 6.1 bushels; hay,
1,68;5 acres returning 832 tons-under
half a ton per acre! The next year, 1913-
14, shows wheat averaging 4.2 bushels per
acre. For 1914-15, the present harvest,
to which hon. members have referred, the
estimated wheat yield is 5.8 bushels aver-
age. And this is considered to be the
very best season there has been in that
district for some considerable time. The
rainfall has been good.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes; there
has been a good rainfall.

The Attorney General: No; not at all.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The records

show Esperance 13.55 inches in 1913-14,
the harvest to which I previously re-
ferred. Hay averaged .4 tons to the
acre, or 8 cwt. For 1914-15, the present
harvest, hay is estimated to be exactly
the same as last harvest, namely, .4 totns

ask hon. members, apart from the ques-
tion wvhether wve are in sympathy with
these people, whether or not, as an hon.
member Suggested, I would allow any
one to starve in this State, apart from
all that, are we justified in authorising
the expenditure of anything up to half
a million of money on the strength of
records such as these? Let hon. members
ask themselves wvhether these records do
not bear out the warning given by Mr.
Paterson to members of Parliament three
years ago?~

Mr. James Gardiner: I gave some
warnings three years ago, too.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is a
great pity they were not heeded.

Mr. James Gardiner: Yes; it is a great
pity.

Mr. Hickmott: That is not a fair com-
parison. If there were no fertiliser or
fallow used on the land up here, it would
not give a better return than that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is the hon.
member interjeeting prepared to sup-
port the expenditure of half a million
of money on the records I have quoted,
notwithstanding that, as he says, ferti-
uiser has not been used? Why has not
fertiliser been nsed?

Nlr. E. B. Johnston: Because cartitn
it is too expensive.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: Ministers
have promised to supply the settlers with,
fertiliser. Why have they not done so?
Why has the country not been tested as
was suggested by Air. Paterson in his
report of three years ago? It might
have been adequately tested in a proper
way, and definite results might have been
placed before the House instead of the
slip-shod assertions that the results are
no better because the farmers were not
able to apply fertiliser or because they
were not able to do something or other.
Are we not justified in demanding the
experience of settlers there with fallow-
ing and the use of fertiliserq

Mr. Hickmott. I say that if we fol-
lowed the same methods up here in our
agricultural areas, we would have no
better results.



[17 Dznws, 1914.] 1

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Possibly.
Nevertheless I say we are not justified
in passing this Bill on the information
we have at the ]-,resent time. I was quot-
ing from Mr. Conway 's memorandum.
I pointed out that he said there were 62
active settlers in the district. Since then,
one or two miore have been secured. Mr.
Conway said that the crops were very
promising in the early stage;, but that
owing to a certain lack of rain
during the paowing of -the wheat
the results have been disappoint-
ing. I have given the exact figures
relative to 'wheat, oats, and barley.
Then he says the crops were affected by
the lateness of the rains,- and he mentions
that some of the crops were grown on a
rainfall not exceedingr 31/ inches-a very
small rainfall indeed. In the matter of
water supply he contends that the fears
expressed in past years with regard to
holding and catehment have in a de-
cisive manner been proved groundless.
He states that reports recently received
had shown that the dams throughout the
district were full to overflowing, and that
in only one instance had there been any
deficiency in the holding capacity.

The Attorney General: AMr. Paterson's
fears, then, are dispelled V

Hon. FRANK WILSON: So far as
holding is concerned.

The Attorney General: And catehment.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why did not

hon. mnembers let Mr. Paterson go down
to make another inspection?

The Attorney General: He can do it
at any time.

Hon. FRANK'%VILSON: The Govern-
mnent should instruct him to go.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Paterson
has plenty of other work on at present.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This is per-
haps of far greater importance than his
other work-

The Minister for Works: What would
we do if Mr. Paterson died?

Hon. FRANUK WILSON : Ministers
would do very badly. I contend that if
on the report of a gentleman of Mr.
Paterson's undoubted ability, judgment,
and experience Parliament has three times

rejected the proposal to expend a large
sum of money in constructing the Esper-
ance railway, rejected the proposal three
times in three consecutive years, then it
is up to Ministers to send that gentleman
down there again to let us know whether
or not he has changed his views. If he
says he is satisfied that this is good wheat
producing country and that we can safely
settle people upon it, and if he recom-
mends the construction of this line, and
if he will go one further and, as trustee
of the bank, say "I am prepared to
advance the funds of my institution, the
funds of this State, for the purpose of
assisting those settlers, the same as in
other parts of the agricultural areas,"
then I am prepared to drop my opposi-
tion to the construction of this line and
supoort the passing of the Bill.

The Minister for Works: We have a
better man than Mr. Paterson to say all
that. -

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort.

The Minister for Works:. Yes, we have
Mr. Sutton.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Ministers
ought to he above pitting one man
against another.

The Attorney General: You are pitting
31r. Paterson against everybody.

H~on. FRANK WILSON: Mr. Sutton
would he the first to admit that his ex-
perience of West Australian conditions
is nothing like on a par with Mr. Pater-
son'Is. In his report he himself says he
had had only three years' experience of
this district.

The Attorney General: What experi-
ence has Mr. Paterson had of the Esper-
ance district?

Hon. FRANKI WILSON: One of many
years; lie has known the district for many
years past.

The Attorney General: Travelling
through it at midnight.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That remark
is beneath the Attorney General's posi-
lion. The Minister has no right to attack
an individual because I am pinning my
faith to that individual's opinion.
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The Attorney General: I am not at-
tacking the individual.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: You are. It
is very wrong; it is unfair; it is unmanly,
rude. I want to point out once wore
that we are asked to pass the Bill only
on the new evidence contained in the re-
port of a very estimable acting assistant
to the Under Secretary for Lands,
gleaned from what he has gathered in
conversation with other officers of the
department; and I say unhesitatingly it
is not justifiable to ask us to endorse a
Bill putting the country to this large ex-
penditure on the strength of what the
11inister has placed before the House. I
do not wish to weary lion. members with
reiterations, or with going over the whole
ground in detail. It is sufficient, I think,
to show the House that at any rate I am
honest in my conviction that nothbing has
happened between lnst July and the pre-
sent time to warrant a change in my
views. Once Ministers will go the right
way about getting sufficient expert evi-
dence to show that this is an under-
taking which we are warranted in pledg-
ing the credit of the country to cany
out: more than that, far and away above
the pounds. shillings and pence aspect.
if they will show that we are warranted
in asking hundreds of settlers to make
their homes in Ihis mallee belt, my op-
rosition ceases from that moment. At
the present time I am as unconvinced as
I was twelve months ago and have been
during the last three years, and without
making, any party matter of it at all I
intend to vote against the passage of
the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENER AL (Hon.
T. Walker-Kanowna) [1).201: 1 am
not surprised at the fire that ha-, been
put into the speech delivered by the
leader of the Opposition. because it is a
well known sequence to a change, a
strong change, a diametrical change of
opinion-a person abandoning an opinion
he once subscribed to and having taken
up its antiflicsiq is more irritable. more
strong and forcible in the exrre-,Qion Of
his ant ipathy than he who calmly ap-
rroaches the subject and judges, it upon
evidence for the- first time. The bon.

member at one time was a strong par-
tisan for the Esperance railway line.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And your pre-
sent Minister for Lands and your Col-
onial Secretary opposed it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
explaining the feeling that has been dis-
played by the hon. member to-night.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was only en-
gendered by your interjections.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
fetling was expressed in his very opening
remarks; there wvas the tone in every
word, in every sentence the hon, member
uttered; there was a sneer expressive of
an undercurrent of contempt in every
portion of the hon. member's utterance.
In 1898 the hon. member, when it was
proposed that there should be a line from
Esperane-e said--.

What appeals to me is this: are we
justified ini preventing the peole of
any district from assisting themselves
to prosperity when the Government
cannot or will not assist them q"

That was in 1893.
Hon. J. 1P. Connolly: A long way

back.
The ATTORNTEY GENERAL: Quite

so, but it shows how the hon. member has
changed, and I want to show how his
orfinions then weore sounder than they are
now. He went on to say-

The members for the Ashburton say we
are going to give up the whole of the
goldfields trade to South Australia if
we allow Esperance to be opened up.

Answering his owna arguments of to-
night. He continues-

He goes in strongly for centralisation,
he wvants to centralise all the trade of
the colony in Fremantle and Perth.
Now that is to my mind a runious
policy for any Government to follow.
I join issue with the hion. member when
he thinks that by opening up a natural
harbour which Providence has kindly
given us at Esperance we are going to
divert the trade of the colony to South
Australia.

I submit that is a sounder opinion than
any the hon. member expressed during
the course of his speech this evening.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: The trade was
already there; I explained that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quite
SO.

The Minister for Works: It is estab-
lished in Fremantle now.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No; it is over-
sea nowv.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
llo. member expressed similar feelings
and sentiments in 1900, when speaking in
the old Chamber, and bitterly opposing
the centralising spirit of the Forrest
Ministry.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have always
done that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly, and he did it by saying that
it was the proper thing to do to open
up the country north of Esperance, and
to start a railway line from that natural
harbour to aid the mining industry as
part of the development of the country.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I built the rail-
wray from Coolgardie to Norseman, you
know.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
in those days he opposed the railway
from Coolgardie to Norseman, because be
said it ought to start from Esperance,
that we ought to open up the natural
port. In 1900 the bon. member said-

I contend that the Government are
commencing at the wrong end, and if
the railway is to be constructed at all
it should commence from the natural
terminus, that is, the seaport. In every
instance our railway development is
opening up new portions of the coun-
try, and should as far as possible start
from the seaboard, and wherever there
is a natural harbour there should be
an endeavour to open that harbour.

He was speaking of Esperance.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, fourteen

years ago; you have heard it all before.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But

we want to know what has caused this
change of opinion.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have told you.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No;

to-night he has delivered a most specious
tirade against the settlers of Esperanee.

Hon. Frank Wilson; Nothing of the

sot against the Government and
against the Attorney General.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quite
so; I quite understand it. There is the
real seat of his opposition to the
measure ; not because the proposi-
tion is unjust or unnecessary or
unwise, but because it is proposed
by a Labour Government, by a Goldfields
representative. That is the seat of
his opposition to the measure. It
is in pursuance of that old policy of 189S
and 1900, in pursuance of the policy of
centralisation, pare and simple, that the
hon. member has based the whole of his
opposition to this measure. This is what
it boils down to: in order to magnify
the value of Mr. Paterson's report the
hon. iernlier has deliberately belittled
other capable and trustworthy men in the
community, men wvhose whole lives have
been spent in acquiring knowledge as to
the capabilities of the soil and the intri-
cacies of wheat-growing.% He has belit-
tled them to a degree, and caused their
names to be held up in opposition to or
comparison with that of Mr. Paterson.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Whom have I
belittled?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr.
Sutton.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly he has; he has said that gen-
tleman has only three years' knowledge
of the district.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You attacked
Mr, Paterson.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
Eion. Frank Wilson: You inferred that

Mr. Sutton was worth ten of Mr. Pater-
son.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No-
thing of the sort. Fortunately my argu-
ment does not depend on belittling any-
body.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nor does mine.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL; Un-

doubtedly it does.

R~on, Frank Wilson: The Minister is
putting words into my mouth to suit his
arguments.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
was the lion, member's argument9-that
Mr. Paterson, who is respected by every-
body-and I share in the mutual respect
of my fellow citizens-

Hon. Frank Wilson: No you don't;
not after what you have said.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
after what I have said. I cannot forget
the circumstances of that trip made by
Mr. Paterson when lie went with the then
Minister for Lands, who was opposed,
and has been opposed all throug-h, to the
construction of this line, purely in the
interests of the centralisiag policy I
hare mentioned. But even Mr. Paterson
is not averse to the construction of this
line.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Oh yes lie is.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

lion. member is given to complaining of
the interruptions he receives from this

sd.Let himi show a better example;
let him show that he can keep his post
and be at rest while people criticise his
utterances.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You grant me the
same privilege and I will do so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
grant the hon. member all the privileges
that are in accordance with the rules of
the House, hut it is not in accordance
with the rules of the House to be eon-
stantly interrupting and to he running
a counter discourse throughout my
speech. The hon. member read a portion
of Mr. Paterson's report.

Ron. Frank Wilson: I read it all.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I

knowv the bon member did, but he read
the special portion which I am going to
read again. It is as follows,-

This brings us, then, to what I think
should be done.

This is Mr. Paterson. His report con-
tinues-

And that was because if it can be
proved that the land will yield pro-
fitable wheat crops, and that water cam
be conserved, the railway line of 60 or
70 miles towards Norseman, and spur
lines east and west when required to
provide facilities for economic work-
ing, will be justified, as in this partica-

lar locality we would then settle one of
the biggest tracts of virgin country I
know of easily accessible by railway
and still in the hands of the Crown.

That is Mr. Paterson himself.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I read that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say
the hon. member read it. He says if the
land will hold water and if the land will
grow wheat then at once we should corn-.
mence the track of the railway 50 to 60
miles north of Esperance.

Mr. Allen: The Minister forgets to say
if he has the money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL i That is
another thing. That does not enter into
Mr. Paterson's argument. He says dis-
tinctly, and I want to emnphasise it, that
if the land wvill hold water and if it will
grow wheat then it is the duty of the
State to at once construct a railway line
60 to 70 miles north with spur lines east
and west. In order that we may know
how far Mr. Paterson may help us we
first will deal with the point as to whether
the land will hold water. Whilst all the
rest of the country was dry in 1912 and
1913, of all the dams constructed under
the supervision of Mr. O'Brien of the
Water Department, every dam was filled
with water. I need not send Mr. Pater-
son down there to convince me of that
fact, I saw with my own eyes. I visited
the dams and while every part of the
countryl known as the wheat belt, was
denuded of water, and the dams were
dry and we were carrying water on tb(.
trains for the farmers, these dams in the
Esperance district were full. That point,
therefore, is settled. Now then the hon.
member is still unsatisfied as to the last
point, viz., will the land .-row wheatt He
ridicules the fertility of the Esperance
district because forsooth the return was
only something like six bushels per acre.
I have Mr. Conway's report and he says
to-day-

With further reference to the infor-
mation supplied by mec yesterday re-
garding the Esperanee railway. I have
just received from the Registrar Gen-
eral a forecast as to the result of the
crop for the season 1914-15. This
shows that in the Esperance Statisti-
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cal district there were 72 growers
whose total area under wheat was
3,948 acres --
Hon. Frank. Wilson: Some 62 growers

are there not?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That

is the Statistical Registrar's return. The
report goes on-

of which 2,041 acres have been culti-
vated for grain. The production is
estimated at 11,805 bushels, or an
average of 5.8 bushels per acre.

The report also shows that the estimated
production from the balance, 1907 acres,
is 0.4 tons of hay per acre. Whilst
the lion, member was speaking I
asked him to compare that return with
the return from along the Dowerin-Mer-
redin line for the present season. He
says: "Do not compare this worst part
of the country with the rest of the wheat
areas in the land. Take some country
that is worth testing,, take Katanning."

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, no,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Re

mentioned it.
Hon. Frank Wilson: You are putting

a wrong construction on what I said.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He

mentioned Katanning in comparison.
Let me proceed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, no.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is

Eatanning a good wheat district?
Hon. Frank Wilson: I mentioned

Katanning because it had a good rainfall
this year.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Very
well, Katanung has a good rainfall.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say that
Dowerin was the worst portion of this
State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
said that Mt. Marshall was, and that is
not far away.

Ron. Frank Wilson: I said the worst
this year because of the drought.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member mentioned Ratanning be-
cause it had a good rainfall, but what is
the average wheat yield in Katanning?
This is the West Australian of Saturday,
12th December, which shows that the

average yield forecasted f or the district
was 4.9 bushels of wheat.

Hon. Frank Wilson: NO, nO.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There

it is. This is the forecast for the season
1914-15. 1 am dealing with two things
that are equal, and with the same year.
In one ease the average is 5.8 bushels
per acre for Esperance-

Mr. Green: And grown without super-
phosphates.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Whilst
the 'average for Katanning is 4.9.

Hion. Frank Wilson: Why not take
the average for the last 14 years?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Es-
peranee has not been cultivated for that
length of time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes it has.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will

take that argument. For 14 or 15 years
the settlers have been down there. Does
the hon. members think that settlers
would stay there 14 or 15 years unless
they had faith in the district and were
convinced of the value of the soil?

Hon. Frank Wilson: How is it that
the early settlers have less cultivation to-
day than they had at that time?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
should not be surprised if every acre of
land were avoided in the Esperance dis-
trict. There have been such discourage-
men ts, such difficulties thrown in the
way, such lack of sympathy, such sneers
at their efforts, such public discourage-
ment, such scorn for their powers, that
they must have been heroic in the ex-
treme to have stayed in this retarded
country through all these years and to
have conducted their operations through
all these trials and difficulties. It is to
me the strongest possible proof of the
value of the country that they have
wedded themselves to, almost as if they
had selected that portion of Western
Australia for the foundation of their
patriotism. But why has this great
change come over Government? This
Government have been blamed very forc-
ibly by the hon. member to-night for en-
couraging people to go there and stay
there. We have had it from the hon.
member's own lips that they have been
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staying there for 14 years or more and
holding the land, and that being so,

1 want to know why the Govern-
ment's change of front. I have seen
maps, lithographs, published by the
Government in days gone by, be-
fore the Labour Government came into
power, in which the Government repre-
sented that portion of the country as an
agricultural portion of the State, and a
portion of the wheat belt, and not only
did that map, wihich was issued and litho-
graphed from the Lands Department, de-
note this portion of the country as being
agricultural in character, but there, so
strlking to the eye, was the surveyed route
of a railway. lnt only that, but in the
early days of this country public sums
were spent for the purpose of commenc-
ing the opening of the port of Esperance.
Did the bon. member but pay a visit to
that portion of the country he would find
large customs houses, large public build-
ings, and a port capable of accommodat-
ing large ships-and ships of thousands
of tonnage have been there within the last
few months. Who built thesel Who
had faith in the country at that timel
Sir John Forrest has spent a large SUM
of public money in the first instalment of
the development of Esperance Bay. Not
only was that inducement given, that
promise made to the settlers of the dis-
trict, but there were issued the printed
lithographs, coloured, showing the wheat-
growing land available for settlement and
marking distinctly throughout the track
of a surveyed railway line. Under these
Circumstances what is the hon. member
grumbling aboutl Boiled down he has
one objection, and that is that Mr. Pater-
son has not altogether approved of the
scheme. But I say Mtr. Paterson has ap-
proved of the scheme, if the land 'will
hold water as it is proved now that it
will, and if it will grow wheat, and it
has been proved it will. With all due
respect for Mr. Paterson, and I shall not
diminish one iota his reputation or his
abilities, I say that the State is not bound
by the opinion of one man. We have
had several men capable of forming a
sound opinion on the subject and men of
high standard. I might mention Mr.

O'Brien and Mr. 3Middieton, but they
may be thought to be lesser lights. But
the Surveyor General cannot be dis-
counted in the way the hon. member has
discounted him to-night. It is part of

the functions of these surveyors of such
high standing to classify country and to

know wvhat the character of the soil is
when they see it. The Surveyor General
has had long experience of that. How
have we got all our experience Howv
are all classifications that are shown in
the Lands Department to-day made
but as the result of the lahours
of the surveyors who are sent out
to make a classification of the soil
into 1, 2, or 3 classes? Among all
the surveyors with ability that we have to-
day surely the Surveyor General ranks
first. He has given us as his opinion that
this is wheat-growing country. In addi-
tion to the opinion of the Surveyor Gen-
eral and other surveyors, we have the
opinion of those who are experts trained
all throug-h their career specially to be
able to jiudge the quality of the soil for
the production of cereals and its capacity
for wheat growing in particular. I am
going to rend to the House what Mr.
Sutton has said. No one can belittle Mr.
Sutton. His integrity, his experience,
and his unquestionable ability place him
in the front rank, and his zeal, eneray,
care, thought, and experience place him
amongst the foremost as a judge on the
matters eoncerned. He says-

My association with the Esperance
wvheat area extends over a period of
about three years since September,
1911. A1s a result of several visits
which I have made there during that

It will be noticed that Mr. Sutton men-
tions not one visit, but several visits, and
not one in the company of the hon, mem-
ber who Judged the character of the soil
by tree tops. 31r. Sutton wvent care-
fully through and lingered. His visits
were not of a day and his was not
a flying trip. He went lingeringly
for the purpose of investigating and
going back from the main tracks to test
the country as far as he possibly could.
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.)Jr Thomas: You cannot trace his
trip by dead marines.

The ATTORNE~Y GENERAL: M1r.
Sutton proceeds-

I find that though the sodl is variable
in character there is a considerable
area suitable for the production of
payable wheat crops with such a rain-
fall as I am informed the district re-
ceives in normal seasons. Railway
facilities are, however, essential to en-
able the wheat to be marketed.

I pick Mr. Sutton against the leader of
the Opposition. Who constituted the
leadler of the Opposition a judge of the
abilities of agriculturists? He may he
a great financier. He may be able to
c-onduct Vitl the intricacies of a treasury
so marvetlously that the world wviil stand
aghast at his dexterous manipulation, but
when it comes down to farming, whn
niade him a judge of the capacity of ex-
perts? He may be able to appreciate
to a delicacy the exact standing of Mr.
Paterson, of the Surveyor General, and
Mr. Sutton--

I-on. J. Mitchell: He can have an
opinion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly, but bie should give it as his
opinion. He, however, does more; hev
lays it down as an axiom of the law.
He constantly asks, "Why have you not
sent Mr. Paterson there to report ?" As
1 have said, there is no objection to send-
ing Mr. Paterson there, but his visit now
is unnecessary because he has expressed
the opinion that if the laud will bold
water, andi will grow wheat, it should
have a railway at once. Now we know
the land will hold water, and that it will
grow 'wheat. Therefore, there is no
necessity to send 'Mr. Paterson there.
This is the position in which the matter
stands now. We have not only our own
returns that come from the statistical
branch, but we have our own observa.-
tions. We have seen it onrselves. There
are the damps, there are the wheat fields,
and there arc the hay s5tacks. As to the
water, I am reminded by my colleague of
what Mr. Sutton says. Mlr Sufton de-
clares--

-The country in its natural state is
badly watered, only an occasional soak
being met with. Until recently the
main water supply was obtained from
condensers. This tended to create the
impression that water could not be
conserved 'in excavated tanks. Dur-
ing the past two years this impression
has been shown to be unfounded, as
under the scheme of assistance ren-
dered to settlers by this department
26 tanks, ranging from 41-1 to 2,000
cubic yards have been excavated, or
a total capacity of 20,585 cubic yards.
-Most, if not all, have had water in
them, and have been reported upon by
our inspector (Mr. White) to have
satisfactory catebiment areas and to
be of g-ood water holding character.

That is what Mr. Sutton says. Do we
need to send Mr. Paterson down there
after that? Mr. Sutton is our wheat
expert, brought to this country by the
late Minister for Lands, the member
for Northam (Hon. 3I Mitchell), instal-
led in his office because he believed in
him and selected him for his special
qualities as a wheat expert, and re-
tained and respected in that office to-
day because of his administrative acts
in that capacity. He is the country's
expert and adviser, and he says the
land will grow payable wheat crops. He
also declares that the land is of a water
holding character, so what need is there
to s;end Mr. Paterson down after that? 9it
would be a waste of money. Either Mr.
Sutton should be sacked from his office
or we ought to be able to follow him
in this respect.

Mr. Allen: Would you make the same
thing apply to Mr. Paterson?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No,
because M1r. Paterson supports Mr. Sut-
ton.

Hion. Frank Wilson: Ask him.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is no need to ask him; we have his re-
port. I do not want to repeat what I
have so often said. Mr. Paterson has de-
clared that if the land will hold water,
and that if it will grow wheat, there
should be a railway. Why then this op-
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position? This country is possessed of
a great territory, and a noble heritage.

Mr. Allen: A-nd no money.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What

a flood of wisdom !
Mr. Allen: All your wisdom without

money is not much good.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This

kind of opposition is inane.
Mr. Allen: How will you build the

railway I
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How

will you build any other railway?
Mr. Allen: Exactly so, without

money.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ex-

actly so! The hon. member is constantly
asking for the expenditure of money in
the metropolitan area.

Mr. Allen: Yes, when you bad it.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We

have to build this line.
Mr. Allen: You do not intend to build

it if you get it passed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Now,

is that not generous? It shows how fool-
ish and how empty the opposition to this
measure is. If we can build any agricul-
tural line in the country we can build
this one, and if we cannot build this we
are not justified in building any.

Mr. Allen: If the Bill is passed by
both Houses, will you build it right
awayI

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly.

Mr. Allen: Well, we shall see.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is

part and parcel of the policy of this
Government to build all these railways.
We do not believe in simply developing
the fringe of the country.

Mr. Allen: But you will not have the
money with which to build all these
railways.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
shall have enough money in course of
time, and in the near course of time,
as soon as this crisis is over. But we
want the authority to spend the money
as soon as we are ready to make a start.
We shall go ahead as soon as ever we
can. As the Minister has put it, we are
now constructing a road and that road

when constructed will be more or less
the foundation of the railway line. We
must spend money on one or the other.
We must have an expensive road or we
must have a railway.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You get a vote for
a road and you make a railway.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ulti-
mately, when we can get authority from
the House we shall make the railway.
That part of the country has as much
right to be developed as any other part
of the country. Tbe policy of the Gov-
ernment is not to develop a mere fringe,
a coastal indent of this great territory
of ours, but, as far as means will go, to
develop simultaneously every part of the
State, excluding no portion qf it, and
more particularly to aid decentralisation
so that there may be healthy blood in
every centre. Just as New Zealand has
made its greatness by util ising every one
of its ports, and taking little lines into
the interior from them, just as Queens-
land has developed in the same way, in
consequence of which it stands amongst
the foremost of the States in progress
and development, just also as Canada and
other countries of the world which have
gone ahead, so do we desire to have com-
munication with the interior from every
port. We want to see all our ports util-
ised. We want our commerce in every
harbour and inter communication be-
tween the most distant and the most cen-
tral.

Mr. Allen: And you want it to be pro-
fitable.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly, but the hon. member in re-
lation to this scheme stands about on the
level of Mr. Randell, who in days gone
by opposed the construction of the rail-
way from Fremantle to Perth, because
he feared it would not pay.

Mr. Allen: You were complaining the
other night that some of our present rail-
ways will not pay interest and sinking
fund.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member does not see the purpose for
which agricultural railways are built.
They are not made for speculative pro-
fits; they are built to develop the country.
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Directly, the cash does not go into the
Treasury, hut indirectly it does as the
forest yields to a harvest and the wilder-
ness leads to villages and settlement, and
the vast areas of untenanted country be-
come the homes of prosperous people.
That is the purpose we have in view
when we desire to construct these rail-
ways. There is scarcely a single agricul-
tural 'line that pays at the present junc-
ture,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Some do.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There

are very few that do, and they are not
put there so that an immediate profit
may be derived from them. We should
never look at the scheme if it was in-
tended to derive from it an immediate re-
turn.

Mr. Allen: Those are the lines about
which the Premier was complaining the
other night.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So
long as we can open up the country, so
lonir as we can carry prosperity further
arid further into the interior, so long as
we can link up isolated portions of the
State, so long as we can make this State
universally prosperous, we shall not hesi-
tate to spend a few pounds in the direc-
tion of building these railways, and that
is the object we are aiming at. This Es-
peranee district has been treated cruelly
in the interests purely of centralisation.
There are settlers who have been residing
there, who have been building their hopes
upon the promises of this railway, who
have been undergoing hardships and diffi-
culties such as few people in any other
part of the State have undergone.

Mr. Allen: That does not apply.
Mr. Green: You aire only a metropoli-

tan land jobber.
Mr. Allen: I cannot return the compli-

ment.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

hon. member should have the patience
to listen and not disclose his antipathy to
the development of other portions of the
State. He should allow me to finish and
at the same time set a good example to
the House. One is almost compelled to
lose one's temper when confronted by un-
bridled, I was almost going to say wicked

tongues. I was saying that Esperance had
been treated with more than usual cruelty
It has been promised this railway for
years, and though the construction has
been put off year after year, the people
have continued to repose trust in the com-
mon justice of members of Parliament,
feeling sure that they would not ignore
them altogether. They are settled down
there in no little area. It is not a small
tract. It is amost another colony of an
enormous area. Speaking with Mr. Mid-
dleton, the surveyor who was for many
months in that portion of the coun try,
and who t~gvelled the belt both east and
west, that gentleman said to me after his
investigation that if we took a million
acres in the Esperance district, and com-
pared it with a million acres in any other
portion of the State, the million acres at
Esperance would be found to be more
even than a similar area in any other
portion of the State. He testified to its
capacity as a wheat producing area.
We have an enormous district there, and
I have spoken with those who have seen
the Pinnaroo country in South Australia,
the malice country which was condemned
just as some are condemning this portion
of our State, and they have kild me that
the malice country in the Esperance dis-
trict is better than that in the Pinnaroo
district.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That was in the Kal-
goorlie Miner.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No;
I have met the people who have seen the
country.

Mr. Allan: The geographical surround-
ings are very different.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon, member has never seen the country,
and knows nothing about it.

Mr. Allen:- I have seen the Pinnaroo
country, which you have not seen,

Tha, ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
thought the hon. member was going to
keep quiet. This is the way great sub-
jeets are discussed, matters that concern
the welfare of a large section of the
future population of the State, that con-
cern the lives of those settled in the dis-
trict, that concern the future happiness
of those who have made their homes in
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the country, and who have given proof
that the country is worthy of settlement
and assistance-these matters I say are
absolutely travestied by inane interjec-
dions and empty vapours by the member
for West Perth.

Mr. Allen: Very dramatic indeed.

The ATTORNEY GE"NERAL: I do
not know that it is necessary for me to
go any further. I am convinced that all
who have listened in an unprejudiced
mood must be satisfied that the ease of
the leader of the Opposition has not been
made out, that he has been amply an-
swered, that the bulk of testimony is in
favour of the construction of the line,'
and in favour of opening uip a new dis-
trict to the State, and of creating fresh
wealth for thie whole community, and
making the lives of all happier, for
ihat part of the State cannot advance
without every portion receiving some
benefit. In distributing indust-ry and
production and making a larger area
fertile, we will not be lessening- any man's
chance of prosperity or happiness or op-
portunity in life. If this portion of the
State is made wealthier, Fremantle and
Perth will be made wealthier, and every
portion of the Staie will be benefited.
The wealth will bec-ome the common
wealth of the whole of the people of the
State, and to deny that portion its right-
ful share of helpfulness, to endeavour to
keep that portion a desert, inhabited only
by the wild dog and producing only mat-
lee scrub, to keep it in the state in which
it left 'Nature's hands, is a crime to pro-
gress, an injury to the State, a wrong
to the settlers there, and a slander to the
common sense of the Parliament of this
country.

Mr. GILCUPIST (Gascoyne) [10.4]:
As representative of an electorate 250
miles square occupied and 'honestly
stacked in every part, bnt witkout a
single railway and without any concrete
proposal for a railway at the present
time before the Government, I have to
apologise for obtruding myself into this
dis;cussion. My excuse is that I am a new
member unconnected with the disvussions
on this proposal in past Parliaments, and
therefore I feel it is due not only to my

constituents but also to my party and to
the House that I should give some reason
for the vote I intend to cast. I look upon
the railway map of Western Australia as
piroducing no cause for admiration to-
wards those who have occupied the Trea-
sury bench from time to time. In fact I
think it is a reflection upon them. It is
some 1.0 years since I had an opportunity
to travel through the farming districts,
andI I understand there have been eon-
sitlerable changes since that time, but I
am led to understand that still there is
the spectacle of mile after mile of virgin
land not yet occupied and apparently
w~ithout any intention on the part of the
owners to occupy or uise it. This
spectacle used to considerably surprise
and irritate rae at that time, and I thought
it wvas the duty of the Government to
cea~c the building of further agricul-
tural lines until areas close to exist-
ing railways were fully occupied. Dur-
ing my election campaign, and I may say
my district is almost entirely a pastoral
district. T declared in no uncertain terms
and circulated my words throughout the
length and breadth of that large elector-
ate. that I believed in land taxation being
removedi from those who were making
approved use of the land and placed en-
tirely upon those who refused to put their
land to use. I promised if returned to
Parliament I would advoeate that these
land speculators be made to use their
land or else surrender it. I believe that
in inakinz that declaration I was in
accord with the best traditions of Lib-
eralism, and as I did not receive any pro-
tests; from the pastoralists among my
constituents I took it for ranted that may
deolaration on the land question was ap-
proved and endorsed by them. I have
no stronger oninion at this moment than
Mhat a halt should be called in the con-
struction of new aaericultural railways,
and T promise the Government to give
whale-sonled support to any reasonable
proposition which they bring forward in
this Houce to compel land speculators in
areas close to existinT railways either to
-put their land to full use or to disgorge
it. 'We at present have under discussion
no less than 268 miles of additional rail-
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ways for this State, practically all of
them connected with the main system that
leads to Perth. These railways are to cost

considerably beyond half a million
pounds, a sum which, it seems to me,
could be more profitably directed towards
giving work to the unemployed to make
ready-made -farms or partially-prepared
farms for the peorie who desire to go on
the land and use it. I quite agree that
the present Government have an obliga-
lion to those people who have been in-
duiced to go on the land on the promise
of railways being constructed for them.
I am fully in accord with the Govern-
mient fulfilling the promises made by them
and by past Governments, but I do hope
there will be no further promises made in
this direction, and thal, our obligations
in this matter have come to an end. The
leader of Ihe Country party said it is the
policy of his party that railways should
precede settlement. The railways have
preceded settlement; wve are considerably
ahead of settlement; we have been deluged
with railways; and I trust that we shall
see no more agricullural railways pro.
posed, at any rate connected with the
present system through to Perth. I ap-
proach the Esperance proposition wit)'
the greatest sympathy and promise the
Government my warmest support of the
proposal, very lnrgely, I am afraid, be-
cause of a prejudice which has grown ou[
of similar isolation and neglect in the
North-West territory. Like my lender,
I know very little about agriculture. I
have no first-hand knowledge of the
Esperanee district, hut at the same time
I am willing to take the reports of our
departmental officers; who apparently be-
lieve that this land is suitable for wheat-
growing and other production, and on
that account I will give the measure my
support. I will how to superior judgment
in the matter. I also must admit that I
am influenced to a certain extent because
this proposal means the opening up of a
new port. I must criticise the action of
the Government in not having had the
courage to propose that the railway
should go right throulgh to Norseman; if
they had done so I would gladly have
Qupported that too.

The Premier: We did that, but they
said they would give us 60 miles first.
You do not know the Liherals yet.

3ir. GILCHRIIST: We have a tre-
mendous State here; we have 4,000 odd
aides of coast, and it is a most ridiculous
position that although we have such a
Iremnicdous length of railways in the
State there are only sit ports served by
raitways along that 4,000 odd miles of
coastline. ] Must make a confession that
up my sleeve is a project for a railway
in my own district, bat I will relieve the
Treasurer of any agitation by informing
1im that I fully aglee with, him the time
is not opportune for withdrawing that
project from toy sleeve. I was elected as
an uncompromising oploneut of central-
isation, that policy which has ruined Ans-
Iralia. for the time being by building up
uselessly large cities and preventing the
steady, regular and balanced, and there-
fore healthy settlement and development
of Australia which is an Imperial
responsibility.

,,:r. JA.IES GARDINER (Irwin)
[10.15]: The Esperanee railway brings
back happy recollections of a personality
in the old House, of which personality
we wvere very' fond, it is 10 years ago
since I left that House, and almost the
last speech 1. heard in it was an eloquent
appeal by 'Mr. A. E. Thomas, the the!,
member for 1)undas, for this line and
its construction. Almost the first eon-
Iroversy to which I have listened in this
House has been oil the question of the
Esperance railway. Surely, during the 10
years wvhiehl have elapsed, every 'Ministry
was entitled to see what possibilities
there were for development in this area
of laud between Norsemen and Esper-
once. It appears to me that there has
lbeen some investigatior, hecau'e, looking~
at that map on Ihe wall, I see that some-
thing like 100.000 acres of land have
been allowed to be selected. I am not
going to indulge in any quibbling as toa
how that land came to be sele,.led. I
ami not going to say that because the
Government i sltes a plan, and people
select on that plan. the Government have
no responsibility, but that the people
go out voluntarily to take up land of

427



428 ASSEMBLY.]

their own initiative, and th
the Government are not resj
it too childish to appealt
believe that the responsibiit
the Government to see that
select land are given proper
get their produacts to mark~
however, going to ask this qui
has become a serious one
as with the member for Be
Thomas): what have we beet
ing the last twvo or three di
gard to these railway Bills?
been 'doing this: on account
pidities of past Adininistrati
been acknowledging a cor
authorise railways in order
the promises of past Governi
is the position.

The Premier: You have
yet, either.

Air. JAMES GA1RDINER
not finishied yet. It is becomn
mare to the people who aret
a little time we shall possibl
ing the Premier on the scar,
ficit and on the score of the
finances, and we know in our
to-day that we have been
railways which, on accounto
tioi of land settlements, on
big vacant strips between th
immediately remunerative anl
be remunerative. That is the
say there must have been si
with regard to the Espersi
because the map shows that
are 100,000 acres of land
100,000 acres owned by 62
practically hold 1,000 acresa
those 62 people owning 1,000
to be miles from nowhere for
der of their livest That ist
I am not absolving anybod
responsibility of that, and
blaming anybody with the r
of it; but the fact remains
are those 62 people, each o,
acres of land, situated 50
nowhere. What are we going
them? Will this House giveI
railway communication or
isolated there for all time?

at therefore position, and it is a positioni with which
ponsible. it we new members find ourselves faced ti.
o men who day. We have to do these things to
y rests wivit rectify stupidities of past Admiuistra-

those 'who tions.
facilities to Nix. Allen: It goes back for a good
:et. 1 am, many years.
estion, whien Air. JAmES GARDINER: True, it
with myself, goes back for a good many years; and I
inbury (AMi. am nor apportioning either praise or

doing dur- blame. Apparently, our Governments
ays with re- permitted those people to take up that

We have land, and to-day apparently the Govern-
of the stu- went are satisfied that the material fac-

ons we have tors in land settlement exist in that dis-
npulsion to trict. Let us make no mistake. I am
*to redeem going to hold the Government who are

mnits. That advising us responsible. I am going to
put all the responsibility on them, be-

not finished cause we are being guided by what they
tell us.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
We have Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I cannot

ing a night- conceive of any Government permitting
hiuking. In land to be selected unless they ultimately
y' be attack- intended to give the people reasonable

of his de- facilities to get their produce to market.
state of his Otherwise, what is the good of land set-
*own hearts tiernent to this Stale?
sanctioning Mr. Munsie: Do not forget that the

)I the isola- present Government have stopped at least
account of another 62 people from settling there.

em, are tnt 'Mr. JAMES GARtDINER: I say I do
d may never not apportion either praise or blame.
posit iion.. I Surely it cannot be contended that these
mie inquiry people were permitted to select 50 miles

nec railway from nowhere with the intention of allow-
to-day there ing them to remain in that isolation for

selected- the balance of their lives. It could not
People who he contended. It is not reasonable to ex-
Lpiece. Are pect that reasonable men would expect
acres apietec other reasonable men to accept such a
the remain- situation. Nowv, there are two questions
he question. which must engage our attention in con-
y from the sidering the proposed line. I know the

I am not responsibility I am taking. I know the
esponsibility opprobrium which I am going to incur

that there in this particular city for the stand I am
Ding 1,000 now taking. But we are standing here

miles from for bigger interests than constituency or
to do with than the praise or blame of men who do

those people not see eye to eye with us. We are stand-
keep them ing, at this particular juncture, at the
That is the cross roadis between development and
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stagnation. The first question to be con-
sidered is the suitability of the Esperance
soil, and the second is the necessity for the
opening of a port there. With regard to
the suitability of the soil, I am going to
say to the Government here plainly and
distinctly that they must be absolutely
and thoroughly satisfied before they give
us the assurance that the soil is suitable
for grain production, and that it has a
rainfall sufficient to enable grain to he
produced. I am surprised at the criticism
which came from the leader of the Oppo-
sition. I wish that the Opposition had
shown the same thoughtfulness as to soums
of their own particular schemes, before
they placed settlers on land where grain
cannot be growvn. Unless the Premier is
satisfied on these points I say it would be
nothing short of a crime to ask the
House, in a spirit of wanton extrava-
gance, to sanction the construction of a
railway which is not going to serve the
agriculturist. Unless the Premier is satis-
lied in his own mind that men can make
agriculture pay there, he has no right to
propose to us the construction of this Es-
perance railway.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

TPhe Minister for Works: We have the
evidence of the expert.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I wish to
tell Ministers, too, that there is yet a fa2
greater obligation, an obligation which
Ministers for Lands have to recognise.
Wanton as the conduct wvhich I have in-
dicated would be, it is nothing as com-
pared with the wantonness of sending
brave men and braver women to farm in
an area where grain cannot be grown. I
say that in this State the lives of the citi-
zens and the prosperity of the citizens
constitute a greater responsibility than
the mere catering for either public ap-
plause or public censure. It would be anl
infamous thing if the Government of the
day induced people to settle on that land,
while they knew that those people could
not make a living-allow them to settle
there in deference to popular clamour.
The present Government have before
them some of the faults of the Govern-
ments who preceded them. If they per-
petuate those faults, if they settle men

where the rainfalls have not been un-
questionably proved, if they perpetuate
that wrongful course, they deserve alike
the execration of the country and the dis-
trust of us who at the present juncture
are trusting them. The Government in
that case, would deserve the distrust of
every member of the House who takes
their wvord. I am, therefore, putting the
fullest trust in the Government's assur-
ance that they are absolutely satisfied, be-
yond a shadow of doubt, that the Esper-
ance land is suitable for agricultural pur-
poses and that an agriculturist can make
his living there. I believe the land is
good. I honestly say that it takes me back
again to the advocacy of the former 2%ir.
Thomas, the member for Dundas. We
heard him in the old House extolling the
wonderful productiveness of the land at
Grass Patch. Hie said, "This land, you
may take my assurance for it, gi-ows the
best wheat, grows the best oats, grows the
best barley, and grows the best bran and
pollard in Western Australia." When he
was told that brain and pollard did not
grow, he said, "Well, I said bran and pol-
lard, and I am going to stick to it. it is
not the fault of the land if it does not
grow bran and pollard, because it is rich
enough to growv them.' We are assured
that this year the land will show a sur-
plus. The member for Pingelly (Mr.
Hickniott) has already contributed some
wise sayings to this House, and he contri-
buted a very wise one indeed when lie
stated that if any of the richest land in
this State had been given merely the same
treatment as the Esperance land, it wouldi
not have yielded nearly such good results.
I am, therefore, going to support the line
on the Government's assurances. If the
land is not suitable for growing grain,
or for men to make a living otherwise off
it, then no Government had a right to
permit its settlement. I am going to sup-
port the line, however, for a higher rea-
son that that. We are pledged to decen-
trallisation, and we are pledged to the utili-
sation of all natural ports for shipping
local produce. Those who remember mue
when I came into the old House a bit of
a hotspur-I am getting quite tame now
-will remember that I stood in that
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House for one policy, which was that
every port should have its 'geographical
trade. I battled for Albany with might
and main-I represented Albany in those
days-arid I am pleased to think that some
of the work I put in during those days is
bearing some fruit for Albany to-day.
I battled also for Bunhury and for Ocr-
aldton; and if hon. members like to turn
up Hansaird, as some hon. members have
a habit of doing, they can add to my con-
fusion by saying that I supported the Es-
Lierance railway. Not only have the ports
I named a right to their geographical
trade, but they have also a right to the
full facilities that will enable them to
handle their trade economically. The
policy of any country aspiring to great-
ness-and I am talking a bit beyond the
mere Esperence railway question t~-
night-must be one of opening its
ports. To-day, which is the most
prosperous Stale in Australia? In which
is living cheapest? The State of Queens.
land; because it is the most decentral-
ised. If any member wishes to be con-
verted from centralisation and what that
policy means, to a policy of opening all
ports, let him go to New Zealand, where
every port is open, and where practically
every port has a big population, a popu-
lation getting the henefit of the geograph-
ical trade, and where behind every port
there are towns getting the benefit of
their geographical trade, and thus feed-
ing the ports. If I wanted encourage-
ment in advocating the Esperanee rail-
way from the standpoint of open-
ing ports, I got it from the Hon. William
Watt, the Premier of Victoria, when he
was returning to Australia reently, In
the course of conversation with Mr. Watt;
I said, "What have you brought back
from the old world; because it is no use
for us young fellows (I forgot I was get-
ting old) to come back unless we bring
with us something that is going to be im-
portant in the development of this land
of ours?" He said,' "Let me put it in a
few words: open every one of your ports,
even if they look like creeks when you
open them." He said that was the one
thing he 'was bringing back to Australia.
What did the Victorian Premier say on

his return to Australia? He said, "I
am going to be a country Mlinister in
future; a MUinister fostering the devel-
opment of the country and the develop-
ment of the ports, and letting the cities
take care of themselves." I asked "why",?
He said, "It encourages production in
every form. If you open a port, thea
Chose in its immediate vicinity can pro-
duce infinitely cheaper than they could
by any other means." It gives that en-
couragement and it stops centralisation.
Many people's idea of development is
guided by the geographical lines of their
own interests, and sometimes we find that
the ideas of even a member of Parliament
as to what development should he are
governed by the geographical lines of his
own particular constituency. I am now
going to express that which will get me
into serious trouble, but I believe it: Is
it seriously contended that the opening of
these ports is going to hurt the rested in-
terests of Perth and Eremantle? I know
it is seriouisly suggested, and that pro-
bably the Minister for Works will have
to hear the brunt of his support of this,
because of vested interests. Take the
British Isles; take that small area and
look at the ports they have developed.
If wyou consider the various lines of steam-
ships you will see that they go into their
geographical ports. Has the development
of those ports lessened in any way the
prosperity of London? No, it has in-
creased it. Behind a movement like that
were statesmen, not politicians, and where
we see that evidence of the result of the
ope4ning- of these ports, surely it is good
enough for us to follow. I have an in-
finite pity for the man who thinks that
the development of this great State and
its resources is to have the whole of the
community cowning into the City of Perth
or the l~ort of Fremantle. I say it is a
parched idea in a dry and thirsty land.
Are the ports of the North-West, with
their possibilities, are the ports of our
own immediate coast to be eternally
sealed with the seal of parochialism, or
are they to be opened so that they may
be utilised in every possible way that

allows for the development anti
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prosperity of this communityI Are
the primary industries that are de-
pending upon the development of this
port of Esperance to be everlastingly
penalised by having to pay extra freights
for their products to go a longer
way to other ports when they could pay
the lesser freights into an immediate
portI I say "No" as often as I can say
it. Let us try to stand in the develop-
ment of this. State somewhere in man's
stature aid somewhere ini man's form.
The ambition and aim of the House
should he to see Western Australia with
thriving towns representing the geograpli-
ical development of their districts and in
turn -giving to the ports the result of
that geographical development; and I say
it is because I believe in this as firmly as
I stand here, because, thank God, I belong
lo a party advocating it, and because I
wvant to see this spirit of the developing
of our parts and the necessity of opening
tlierh that I an: supporting the second
reading of the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: No wonder
there is a new party.

The Premier: I wvill have that speech
distributed in the Legislative Council. If
that does not shift them, nothing will.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.35]:
Following the leader, I will seem
somewvhat damp, I am afraid. There
are one or two points which I do
not think have been brought out. The
leader of the Opposition mentioned the
port, and the amount which it is sup-
posed will have to be spent to give fac-
citities, and so forth. When first I lan-
ded at Fremantle, 20 years or so ago, I
remember a tremendous lot of traffic
being carried along a small jetty a little
distance south of the mole, which they
were then constructing. There was
what was termed a farm on a portion of
Fremautle, and on thatl farm we had to
seek about to find what was required
to be passed there and put into trucks
and sent up the road. T]he amount of
traffic on that small jetty was wonder-
ful, and if the same traffic or a due pro-
portion of it can be carried on the Es-
perance jetty, that jetty will surely meet
the requirements for some time to come.

Because I pledged myself to this rail-
way on the hustings, I am sorry the
Bill does not go further. We are out,
not only for agriculture, but for prim-
ary production in any form. Gold min-
ing is a primary production, and if the
railway from Esperance were to be con-
nected with the goldfields and would
bring some of the non-paying mines into
profit, the result would be good in~ our
present financial state. There may be
some mines that years ago were turned
down as non-profitable. The saving of
120 miles of railway must inevitably de-
crease the cost from the port to the field,
and if it serve to bring only a few from
the margin line into profit, it would be
good for the State. I look upon gold
mminn as being, not as stable as; agri-
culture, but nevertheless as being the
greatest possible stimulant to commer-
cial activity. Without that stimulant
agricultural development would never
have reached the stage it has in this State
It was that stimulant which carried de-
velopment right through the State.
As I looked out this evening from the
bowling green I saw no cause for pes-
simism. Who, 20 years ago, would have
predicted the encouraging features of
that view7 What is go ing to happen
20 years *hence? Surely we are not go-
ing to sit down because of one or two
bad seasons. Neither South Australia
nor Victoria has sat down in similar cir-
cumstances. Until this year Western
Australia had never known a drought.
Even now we are not all out. Some will
have seed and a little over. I trust the
goldfields will not be neglected and that
as soon as there is finance available this
line will be extended. Another point: if
the families on the goldfields who now
go to the sea coast in the summer season
could save a considerable mileage by go-
ing to Esperance, they would receive a
benefit, and from the point of the health
of the women and children on the fields,
that ought to be an argument in favour
of the line.

Hon. J3. MITCHELL (Northamn)
[10.40]: 1 have listened with a good de5l
of interest to the views of hon. members
this evening. I was particularly inter-
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ested in the remarks of the member for
Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) in regard to
the railways constructed and the lad
settled by the previous Administration.
In discussing the building of this line
we have not omitted to discuss the devel-
opmnt of our different ports. For years
the different ports have enjoyed the trade
belonging tQ them. Is it not a fact that
Geraldton has all its trade to-day?

The Minister for Lands: No. Gerald-
ton has not.

(The Deputy Speaker (31r. Ale fomall)
took the Chair.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They had
500,000 bags of wheat at Geraldton last
year. Will the Mlinister say that the
trade of Bunbury has not been developed ?
But then these ports and the port of
Albany are so p~laced that they have
some trade to carry. There is good land
behind them, whereas we are now asked
to open a port whether there is anything
for the port to do or not. Before an
argument can be produced for the opeii-
ing of this port, it must be shown that
there will be trade for the part and
traffic for the proposed railway. We
have always endeavoured to dev elop the
country from one end to the other. Our
railways lead to the various ports and
nothing any Government can do will
compel the people settled within 150
miles of Albany to send their goods to
the metropolitan area. Centralisation
will always he the trouble, but I venture
to say hon. members would hesitate to
put it into practice. It is very con-
venient for the people south of Katan-
ning to go to Albany, and go they do.
If we are going to open up Esperance
at a cost of half a million of money,
how are we to get-a return on that half
million? In discussing this railway pro-
position the member for Irwin (Mr.
James Gardiner) waxed eloquent, but
he was not going t o blame any-
body. No, he bad not the courage
to do so in words. But he made
insinuations; he insinuated that we
had sent people to far worse land
than the land in the Esperance district,

that we had sent them to districts where
wheat would not grow. There are hon.
members who discuss Mount Marshall,
and who wander down the line from 'Mer-
redin to Albany in their discussion, but
who have never seen an acre of it. I
say to the member for Irwin that we
have had two or three bad years, but
no part of the State has escaped. Is
the Midland line any better than any
other place? Of course not. Whenever
there is trouble at Merredin or at Keller-
berrin there is trouble at Three S3prings.

The Premier: That is incorrect. This
is the first year of a complete drought
from one end of the State to the other.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I said when
there is trouble, not when there is a
complete drought. In 1911 there was
trouble throughout the State.

The Premier: No, there was not.
lion, .1. MITCHELL: There are some

mag-nificent areas which pay splendidly.
The Minister for Lauds made a speech
of which I entirely approve. He has
changed his mind. Now that he has had
some experience he knows the position,
and like an honest man he gives us his
changed views.

The Minister for Lands: I have ex-
pressed the same opinions for years.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: I am glad the
Minister has alwvays expressed the same
opinions.

The Minister for Lands: What is the
point you are trying to makel

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the member
for Irwin wishes to accuse Vne Govern-
ment of which I was Minister for Lands
of having settled people where they ought
not to have been settled, ;et him make
his charge in clear words, in order that I
might answer it. We built railways, and
every one has been thoroughly justified.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The country's
success was due to them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The policy of
land settlement was not undertaken in a
slipshod fashion, without thought or con-
sultation with those of knowledge and ex-
perience. It was undertaken after con-
siderable inquiry, but there are some peo-
ple who, because we have had some
troublesome seasons, are very willing and
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ready to most cheerfully condemn the
whole of the wheat lands of Western Aus-
tralia. If we made a comparison between
land at Aft. IMarshall and land at Esper-
&nce there would'be a sharp contrast on-
favourable to Esperance. The land at Mt.
IATarshall is magnificent and the rainfall
in normal years is sufficient to grow
very much better crops of wheat than
this mallce country at Esperance is ever
likely to. When members talk of rail-
ways having been stupidly laid down by
the previous Administration, I ask them
to look at the financial results from them.
I discussed them this afternoon, and
showed that there was a loss of something
like £13,000 in connection with the run-
ning of these agricultural spur lines. The
terminal charge was in operation for
only five months out of the 12, but if
it had been in operation for the 12
months these lines would have shown a
profit. That being so, surely wve can go on
building railways. There is another
point, and that is so soon as an agricul-
tural line pays it is taken from the dis-
trict railway system.

The Premier: What has that to do
with the Esperance railway?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: A great deal,
because our railways must pay. We can-
not undertake railway construction which
will not pay. The Premier is too fond
of saying that the railways built under
the Wilson regime were laid through
poor country. No fewer than five agri-
cultural railways were removed from the
1912 list of district railways, I suppose
because they were paying and paying
handsomely. These were the Goomalling-
Merredin, the Oreenbills-Quairading, the
Katanning-Donnybrook, the Katanning-
Nampup, and the Nsarrogin-Wiekepin.

The Premier: They are through lines.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: These five rail-

ways have been removed from the list,
because they are paying, and even now
the loss is but £13,000, and yet we are
told by the member for Irwin that we
laid down railways that ought not to have
been built. The country along the des-
pised (3oomalling.Merredin line last year
produced half a million bags of wheat, no
small achievement for country which was

opened up only three years ago. If it had
not been for these railway lines this State
would be in a very parlous condition at
present. The only work which has kept
the country going during the last nine
years has been in connection with land
settlement, and this would have been im-
possible but for the building of railways.
In connection with the Esperance rail-
way, let us look at the opinions held by
the member for Irwin. In 1902 a motion
was moved in this House by Mr. Thomas
affirming the desirability of connecting
Esperance up with the Eastern goldfields
and there was an amendment by Mr.
Hastie for iinquiry by a Royal Commis-
sion. Will hon. members believe it, al-
though the motion and the amendment
were opposed by the present member for
Irwin, to-night he told us he had always
supported the proposal.

The Premier: What has that to do
with it?

The klinister for M,%ines: He said lie
had voted once for the line.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In 1902 the
present member for Irwin began his re-
marks by saying-

I do not think anyone who has lis-
tened to me in this House will doubt
that I have always been in favour of
the Esporance railway, recognising as
I do, and as most men do, that the con-
struction of the line from Esperance
to Kalgoorlie must take place some
day or other. The question we all have
to consider is when that time will ar-
rive.
The Premier: Could not you quote

your late colleague, the present member
for Perth, showing how he supported it
once and then turned around-the man
who ran away from the goldields and
was not game to face his constituents.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am referring
to the financial aspect. The member for
Irwin on the occasion I mentioned
added-

It does not occur to them that whilst
every other State has a deficit, West-
ern Australia has a surplus, and con-
sequently we ought to be able to bor-
row higher. Western Australia, as well
as the other States, must feel to a great
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extent the stress of tbe financial mar-
ket when we go into it to float loans.

He pointed out that the position of West-
ern Australia was such that we had a
surplus, and bad ample opportunity to
borrow, and yet the time was not ripe
for the buildidg of the Esperance rail-
way, although the financial outlook was
so good. Hie further stated-

I am saying that the financial outlook
is such that we line to he absolutely
careful when discussing subjects of
this kind, that we discuss proposals
that will be acceptable and are accept-
able to mien who consider we are em-
ploying our money in reproductive
works.

If it was not a reproductive work in
those days, when the goldfields required
large quantities of produce from Eastern
Australia, how is it likely to be a repro-
ductive work to-day? The hon. member
also said we had the Coolgardie water
scheme and had to shoulder the burden
for that. Then he remarked-

There are other very necessary repro-
ductive works that we must construct;
therefore T say we have not to en-
courage, even by the passing of an ab-
stract motion, the building of a rail-
way that the majority of this Rouse,
I venture to believe, think wvill deplete
the revenue of the existing railways,
and will therefore deplete the revenue
which last year was not sufficient to
pay interest and working expenses.

He referred to Sir John Forrest thus-
The leader of the Opposition spoke of
the courageous policy of Sir John For-
rest, aud no man can more conscien-
tiously pay a tribute to Sir John
Forrest than 1 can, because I made it
a point never to be introduced to him;
therefore there is nothing personal
about the matter,

Mr. Gardiner went on to point out that
they could not take up the work at that
time, and concluded-

Therefore I most oppose the proposal
and also the amendment suggested by
the member for Kanowna. for this
simple reason: I do not think the
Royal Commission on this particular
subject would have any practical re-

sult. What would be the use of a
Royal Commission? Let members look
around the House and ask themselves
if any report of a Royal Commission
will influence one vote in the House.
The Premier:, Quote the member for

Perth.
lRon. J. MITCHELL: The member

for Irwin 12 years ago would not sup-
port a motion affirming the desirability
of constructing the railway or an amend-
ment, to appoint a Royal Commission to
inquire. The bon. member set up a very
queer theory when he said the Govern-
ment must take the responsibility for
building the line. The Government must
take the responsibility for the advice
they have given the House, but the
House must take the responsihilty for
approving or disapproving of the con-
struction of the line. We are fully seized
of the facts regarding the Esperance dis-
trict. The reports show that the first 30
miles of land is poor, and tho only land
referred to by advocates of the iine is
the mallee belt.

The Mlinister for Mines: It is a big
belt, 60 miles by 40 miles already known.

lon. J. MITCHELL: I went through
the mallee belt four years ago. I thought.
there was 30 miles, and Professor Lowrie
20 miles, of second class wheat land.

The Minister for Mines: Is that the
trip on which you had no room for a
reporter from the Kalgoorlie Miner?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We spent three
days in doing the journey from Norse-
man to Esperance. We had no oppor-
tunity of going east or west of the road,
because the malce thicket was almost im-
passable for a buggy. The land is not
nearly as good as much of the country
which remains to be opened up in other
portions of the State. If there is money
available to build railways, let the Gov-
erment open up the country south from
Bridgetown, and let them complete the
line which has been started to Mt. Mar-
shall. There are many miles of railway
required in the Bridgetown district be-
fore it will be adequately served, and the
land there is a great deal better than that
in the Esperance country. During my
trip we called at three farms, the only
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three then in existence-Mr. Rogers' farm
at the Salmon Gums on very good land,
Mr. Lewis' near the Salmon Gums, pro-
bably the best of the three, where we saw
very good crops, and Mr. Thompson's
farm at Grass Patch. These were the
only people in the district at that time.
I told the people I did not consider that
a line from Esperanee to Norseman
would be justified, as far as the agricul-
tural prospects of the district were con-
cerned.

The Premier: You would take away
(lie leg-itimate trade of Northam, of
course.

Hon. J. MI9TCHELL: There were no
people there at the time 'and I doubt if
there was very mnuch selection. There was
only the selection of the three farmers
to whom I have referred. People asked
me to have the land subdivided ahead of
settlement. I refused to do that, how-
ever. We only subdivided ahead of set-
tlement where a line had been recoin-
mended, and because this was not re-
commended we would not survey the land.
The position when Afr. Gardiner was in
office was just the same as when I found
it and left it, in regard to the South-West
division of the State. Boundaries are
fixed and tand open for selection, unless
withdrawn for some special purpose, the
purpose of the subdivision before selee-
tiou. Otherwise, the tand is open to selec-
tion at the hands of any who cares to
select it. The man, however, who selects
must take the risk. To say that the pre-
vions Administration is responsible for
the settlement of these men in the malcee
contry in the Esperanee district is abso-
tutely wrong. The present Government,
not only did their best to settle the count-
try, but made special conditions for the
men who went there. They carried seed
and fertiliser for them and undertook to
buy their crop at what it would be worth
if the railway was running through.

The Minister for Mines: There are men
who went down during your term of
office.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: Not a man
would have gone down there after my
visit, if it had not been for the action

of the present Minister and the Kalgoor-
lie Miner.

The Minister for Works: These were
there before that..

The Premier: You would dawn any
country.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: There were the
three men down there when I went there.
We were not responsible for the settle-
ment of the country.

Mr. Allen: The Premier and his col-
leagues were responsible.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That is so. They
were entirely responsible. They had pro-
vided special means of assistance for
these people. They carted seed wheat end
fertiliser for them to help them -with their
crops, an d th ey undertook to b uy th e crop
and pay far more then it could possibly
be worth. Of course no one has any ob-
jection to these settlers being assisted.
The country has to be tested and probably
this is as cheap a way of testing it as any
other. We find that the moat that has
been done down there during the past two
years is to grow half a ton of hay to the
acre, or 8 cwt. Whereas the State aver-
age was 12.2, the average here was 5.8
bushels of wheat. That is the position at
Esperanee. Year by year these trials
scem to produce a greafer knowledge and
the more knowledge we have the more
justification is there for the attitude of
hon. members on this side of the House.
I have no wish to centralise. If I could
help the development in this part of the
State, believing that I should be doing
right in advocating the line, I should do
it very willingly indeed. I am perfectly
sure, however, as was 'Mr. James Gar-
diner 12 years ago, that there are many
more necessary works than this, and
Works which would he more profitable 10
Western Australia. It is all nonsense for
Ministers to 'say that it is otherwise. Here
is the result. If 5.S bushels of wheat is
the best you can do, you cannot justify
the construction of a railway line. Tt
takes eight bushels of wheat to cover the
cost of cropping.

The Minister for Mines: There is a
lot of land in this country that would not
be worth cultivation on those terms.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: It takes eight
bushels of wheat, as I say, to cover the
cost of cropping, and the Government can
only sbow that the average is 5.8 down at
Esperance. For many years there have
been these three farmers in this district.
They have produced no better results
than we have heard of. If they can pro-
duce better results, let them do so. The
land is mallee country and is more diffi-
cult to work than the salmon gum coun-
try of the eastern districts, and not only
that but the farming in the eastern dis-
tricts is better done. The land will have
to be ploughed and fallowed and culti-
vated and put in very carefully if good
crops are to be grown. If it can be done,
let it be done, and let it be proved to us
that it can be done. This country will
bave to be proved before the expense
of opening up the harbour, that we shall
be asked to incur if the country is proved,
is undertaken. Too much feeling alto-
gether has been put into the matter of
this railway, whenever it has been dis-
cussed. Ministers will no doubt carry the
proposal here, they always do, but they
have always done it in the way least
calculated to produce support for the
line on the part of anyone outside their
own party. To-night their tactioe have,
however, changed, but they have not even
to-night done anything to placate oppo-
nents of the line.

The Minister for Mines: What method
would you suggest?

Hlon. J. 'MIT CHELL- I wonld sug-
gest to the Minister that he treat people
who are opposed to him with more con-
sideration and with that courlesy whici;
their ideas on the subject deserve.

The Minister for Mlines: It makes no
difference in another Chamber.

Hon- J. MITCHELL: I vannot nuder-
stand that MUinisters are serious, or they
would not behave as they do.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
they are serious.

Hon. 5. MITCHELL: If they want
the support of members in another place
they go a very strange way about gettingr
it.

The Minister for Works: I only gave
you the facts so far as the arguments in
favour of this line are concerned.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The )Miniqter for
Works is the one exception. Other Minis-
ters, however, have attacked members on
this side of the House, but they have pro-
duced no arguments in favour of Ihe rail.
way. All they have done is to attack
opponents of it. Having seen the land,
and visited the district, and had an op-
portunity of discussing the possibilities
of it with Professor Lowrie and] Mr.
Paterson and others who have visited the
place, I -warn hon. members that they
will be doing well to pause before record-
ing their vote in favour of this proposal.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[11.10]: We have listened this evening
to an oration from the member for Irwin
(Mr. James Gardiner) on the subject or
decentralisation, and on the question oE
vested interests, and also on the theme
that every port should have its geogra-
phical trade. I have yet to learn, how-
ever, that the question the House is dis-
cussing is one of that nature. I was
under the impression that we were dis-
cussing a Bill for the construction of
an agricultural railway from the port
of Esperance for a distance of 60 miles
northwards. As the member for Northam
(Hon. J. 'Mitchell) has stated, if the
member for Irwin had said plainly what
he meant or what his arguments were,
his speech would certainly have been more
to the point, and probably would hare
materially assisted the House in forming
an opinion on the question now before
hon. members. For my part I intend
to oppose the building of this line, bult
not for the reasons alleged by the mem-
ber for Irwin; because I believe in de-
centralisation just as heartily as that hon.
member does. I have consistently ad-
vocated decentralisation because, like the
member for Irwin, I hold that the adop-
tion of that principle is in the best in-
terests of any and every couintry. Simi-
larly, I amn not op posing the construction
of this railway because of the vested in-
terests at which the member for Irwin
has hinted. Further, I am not oppos-
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ing this line because of any want of
belief on my part that every port should
have its geographical trade. I firmly
believe, in that principle also. The con-
siderations I have quoted from the
speech of the member for Irwin do not,
however, enter into this question
at all. We were told in another place,
though we were not told it here to-day,
that this is not the question of the.Esper-
anee-Goldfields line. That question, I
may remind hon. members, has been dis-
posed of long since by the Parliament
of Western Australia. The proposal for
an Esperanee-Ooldfields railway has been
rejected on every occasion. As I take it,
the proposition which we are now con-
sidering is one for the opening up of
some 20 or 30 miles of agricultural land
in the Esperance district by sixty miles of
railway.

The Minister for Lands: How many
miles did you say?

Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: About 20 or
30 miles. It is true we are asked to
build altogether some 60 miles of line,
but for what purpose? To open up some
20 or 30 miles of agricultural country.

The Minister for Lands: Do not talk
nonsense. Read the report of the Agri-
cultural Railways Advisory Board.

Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: The hon.
gentleman must not misunderstand me.
For the moment,lIam leaving out of
consideration the report of the Advis-
ory Board altogether. I am speaking of
the building of 60 miles of railway for
the purpose of opening up 20 or 30 or
possibly 40 miles of agricultural fail-
way- The Minister for Lands knows this
too: he has been over the district. The
Minister knows that for 20 or 30 miles
from Esperanice--aud the map hanging
on the wall of this Chamber bears out
my statemnent-the land is very poor in-
deed, if not totally unfitted for ordin-
ary agricultural purposes.

The Minister for Lands: You said
the same thing of the sand plains in
various parts of the Eastern goldfields
belt.

Hon. J. D3 CONNOLLY: We have
plenty of sand plain in this country,

and plenty of good land, In the name of
common sense, let us utilise the good
land before we utilise sand plain.

The Minister for Lands: But the sand
plain is the country which has been
carrying us through, this last year or
two.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Not at all.
The Minister for Lands is the first per-
son I have ever heard maintain that, My
argument is that for 20 or 30 miles to
the north of Esperauce Bay the country
cannot be classed as agricultural land.

The Minister for Lands: I say that
land which has a rainfall can be used if
you put a railway through it,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLsLY: We have
sand from the coast stretching through
Fremantle to the hon. gentleman's con-
stituency-good sand with a good rain-
fall, but the 'Minister will not assert
for a moment that this area would be
classed as wheat-growing land by any
sanie man.

The Minister for Lands: I do not say
that at all. I do say that Esperaneo
land is to be used in the same way as
other land is used in this State. It is
not barren country.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is no
barren country in Western Australia,
notwithstanding anything we may hear
of this State being only a country of
sand. We know that Western Austra-
lia is not a desert, that it is not mere
sand. But nevertheless we are not war-
ranted in building a railwaty in order to
utilise this Esperance land for agricul-
tural purposes. The land here on the
western coast would not warrant the con-
struction of a railway in order that the
land might be used for agricultural pur-
poses only. Now I come to this again,
that we are asked by the Bill to author-
ise the construction of 60 miles of rail-
way for the purpose of opening up 20 or
30 miles of agricultural land. We are not
told bow far east or how far west this
agricultural land at Esperance extends.
We have had no report on that aspect of
the matter. The Minister for Works has
not even told us that detail. I listened
very carefully to his speech, and be made
no mention of the area of land which this
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J
railway will serve, what proportion of
that land is first class, what propor-
tion-

The Mfinister for Works: You have
had that in the Advisory Board's r.
port, a long while ago. I did not touch
on that, because you ought to be wvell
aware of it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Mlinis-
ter for Works refrained from telling its
how much first class, how mutch second
cla-q, and how much third claos
land, or how much sand plain
comes within the influience of this
proposed line. I do not intend to go
back on the Esperanee-Coolgardic rail-
way question at all; in fact, I should
be out of order if I did so. I will not
revert to the q-iestion of the Esperanee-
Cooleardie railway, becaose. that is an
entirely different question from the one
now tunder consideration. I deal with the
present proposal purely as it is, in it-
self; and we have been told by the Gov-
ernment that the present proposal is to
build 60 miles of railwayv in order to
open up 20 or 30 miles of agricultural
land.

The Minister for Works: Would yon
support the Bill if the line were going
right through to Esperance?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I will con-
sider that question when it comes up.I
would consider such a propusal on its
merits. There was a time, as the Mlinis-
ter for Lands-

The Minister for Lands: The differ-
ence between vou and me is that I am
consistent, while you wobble.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: Does the
Minister regard himself as consi~tent?
I will tr 'y and prove to him directly that
he is inconsistent.

Mkr. Green: You voted for the fit
miles of railway northwards in 1912.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: I am Sur-
prised that my friend should make a
miwstatement of that kind.

Mr. Green: It is so.
'Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: At that

time such a proposition was not before
Parliament.

Mr. Green: Yes.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No. I will
set the hon. member righit. The proposal
of 1910 was to build a line which would
gve a port to a part of this State I at
that time represented in the Upper
House. Tn 1912 another proposal was
pat through this House-a proposal
similar to that which we are now con-
sidering. When that proposal reached
another branch of the Legislature, it was
ruled out of order, and thus was never
considered in another Chamber. Ac-
cordin?13'. in that year I bad no
opportunity of voting one way or
(fhe other on that proposal. Coming
back to the point, however, the
whole question, as the member for Irwin
has rhrhitv said, is the suitability of the
soil and the adenuacy of the rainfall. I
am inclined to think there is good soil in
the Es-erance district-s oil suitable for
az'ricnlture. and more especially for
whleat crowing. As to the area of s'ich
suitable land we have no information.
I-et me, however, remind bon. members
that on the FEastern Goldfields. and in-
deed further eas~t than the Eastern Gold-
fields, there are vast tracts of country
ernirentlv suitable, so far as soil is con-
cerned, for wheat growing or for any
other auricultumil purpose.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Millions of acres
of it.

N~on. S. D). CONNOLLY: Yes, millions
of acres of it. I hold that no State of
the Commonwealth. no State in Austra-
lstsin. can show so large a proportion of
good land as the State of Queensland, in
which I hanrened to be born. When I
flirst saw this Western Australian land I
believed it was not fit to be comnared
with the land in Queensland. in point of
quality; and that same opinion holds
gonod to-day. But I have formed this
further opinion, which every man must
form if he gives this State the benefit of
his observation, that the question here is
not so much one of the quality of the
land as one of the sufficiency of the rain-
fall. I am perfectly satisfied, now, that
verv inferior land with a veod rainfall
will row good crops, while extremelyv
rich land in itself is perfectly useless
without an adequate rainfall. Therefore,
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after all, the quality of the laud-if it be inches of rain in the right months. Nov-
granted for the sake of argument that ember and December, as we know, will
there is a sufficient area of it-is not to not -count so far as the wet weather iS
be considered until we have satisfied our- concerned. At Lake View, 8!t.'2 inches of
selves with regard to the rainfall. 'We rain were recorded for the ten months,
are told by the Minister for WVorks that and at Esperance 141/ inches for the tea
the Esperance district has a good rain- mouths, This is the same record as the
fall. On that point let me say, in the Minister for Works mentioned. So far
first place, that it is not fair or right to as the rainfall is concerned.. this year
consider the rainfall of the town of Es- has not been a bad one, in that district.
perance in this connection, any more than The Minister states that the record for
it would be right or fair to quote the the year, 1914, is a fair criterion, but I
rainfall of Fremantle when the question wish to point out that it is rather mis-
under consideration was the growing of leading to say that the rainfall of the
wheat in the Northam or York agricul- district is so and so when Ministers know
tural districts, very well that even on the Eastern Gold-

The Minister for Works: I gave you fields sufficient rain falls, with the aid of
the report of the Stock Department. which a wheat crop could he grown.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLaY: I have the They get there ten or twelve inches of
Commonwealth meteorological reports for rain, but Ministers must know that that
the past three or four years. The figures rain falls in perhaps one'or two months;
in those reports are taken from the ofi- therefore it is not altogether the quan-
cial records. But let me go on for a tity of rain that falls, but it is the time
minute with the question of the suita- of the year over which the fall is spread.
hility of the land. So far as its agricul- Take the very district that the Minister
turat records are concerned, it certainly for Lands is farming in to-day, and in
does not appear highly suitable land for which I am trying to farm. It is on the
wheat growin g; because we find that in7- imit of -the ten to twelve inch rainfall,
1912 the average for the district, notwith- (and we are only able to farm there be-
standing that the necessary tests were 4cause the rain occurs between April and
being made~ October. If there were any wastage, say,

The Minister for Works: No tests in the shape of storms at Christmas Lime,
were made in 1912' thle fall would be of no use.

lion. J1. D. CONNOLLY: When were Thle Minister for Lands: Esperance
tests made, thea? gets it in the growing season.

The -Minister for Works: Last year. Eon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Let us take
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.] the records for the past three or four

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: In 1012 the years obtained from the Commonwealth
average yield of hay was only half a ton meteorological office. We find that in
per acre, and the average yield of wheat 1912 at Lake View there were 71/z inches
only 31/ bushels- These are official sta- recorded. At Grass Patch, which is the
tistics I am quoting. In 1913 the average oasis of the district, almost tea inches
was 8 cwt. of hay, and 4%A bushels of fell. In-the seven months between April
wheat. The estimate for the present and October at Grass Patch a. little over

seaonisSct.ofha ad 1/ bshlsofsix inches fell. In February there were
wheat. That is not very convincing. Let 153 points. Then if we take Lake View
me remind the Minister for Lands that it we get a little over 41 inches, and of
was not at all a bad season as far as that 132 poirfts fell in February and 120
rain was concerned. We know that in in 'November. If we take those records
-September exceptionally heavy rains fall right through, we see that Grass Patch
and if we take the records for nine hias had ac; much as 12 inches, but mostly
months we will find that the rainfall is between 10 and 11 inches, but then a
pretty well up to the record. For in- great deal of this rain north of Esper-
stance, in Grass Patch there were nine ance falls out of the season.
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The Minister for Lands: In the years
you are quoting exactly the same thing
occurred in the Eastern aistricts. Iu
those years we had a lot of rain in the
summer months.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That hap-
pened in 1913. Let us take 1910, which
was a good year. Lake View had nearly
8 inches, and only 6 inches of that fell in
the seven months. Grass Patch in 1912
had a fail of 12 inches, and only 8 inches
fell in the seven months. About a third
of the rain falls in December and Jarnu-
ary. These are storm rains. We might
therefore say that these places are bor-
dering on the dry areas. We have only
to take that rainfall and we see that it
applies in the vicinity of the coast until
we get to Eucla when it runs out into
the coast. It is not surprising then at
Grass Patch, which is 42 miles from Es-
pearance, to find that we get an uncer-
tain rainfall.

The Minister for Works: Ten inches
at Grass Patch.

Ron. J. D. CONINOLLY: These
briefly are the facts then in regard to
the rainfall. We are asked to' spend
£161,000 in order to build a railway line
-and that amount does not cover the
cost of rolling stock-when on a three
year's average we find that the district
eanjuot produice 5 bushels per acre and
l0cwt. of hay.

The Minister for Works: Without fer-
tilisers.

Ron. J. D_ CONNOLLY: There were
fertilisers used in 1913, and the results
did not seem to be better. I oppose, this
line for the reason that I opposed the
Villimining-Kondinin line. We are not
treating these people fairly if we agree
to a railway being built 'when there is
no possible chance of constructing it.
We are only inducing them to go there
when we know that farming in that dis-
trict is a doubtful proposition. it
would be fairer to the people and to the
State to allow the matter to stand over
until we can make absolutely certain of
the facts. We are told that the Admin-
istration with which I was connected
was the cause of settling the people on
that dry area. Mr. Mitchell, the then

Minister for Lands, told the people not
to settle there because he could hold out
no promise that a railway was going to
be built.

Mr. Hudson: The member for Northamn
resumed a pastoral area and threw open
special areas that were reserved and hie
accepted applications from intending set-
tlers.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: When?
M1r. Hudson: Immediately after his

visit.
Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: Was not all

that land free selection? I do not think
there was an acre sold there before survey.
I well remember the agitation in Kalgoor-
lie which was worked up by the Kalgoor-
lie Miner, for its own purpose to get
people to put in their 'applica-
tions for this land. Possibly after the
people took it up the Government did
survey the land; but those people -went
there with their eyes open, and if anyone
was responsible it was the Kalgoorlie
Miner, who, for their own purposes,
boomed the land and got a number of
people to apply for it.

Mir. Hudson: That is very unfair.
Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: It is a fact.
The Minister for Mines: What object

did the Kalgoorlie Mliner have?
Hon. J. 1). COINOLLY: Simply be-

cause the thea Government would not
bow to their hobby and agree to build
the line. The Minor made a hobby of
this, and the hon. member knows it. The
hon. member was the white-haired boy
of the M1iner. I myself was a white-
haired boy with the Miner at one time
and could do no wrong.

The Minister for Works: 'Until you
twisted.

Hon. J. 13. CONNOLLY: No, until I
would not change my views to suit them.
I have never changed my views on this
question. Because the Miner advocated
this lie, and the Government would not
go with them, we could do no rght. The
Miner would have its joke with us.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It cost them a
little in the end.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes, and I
would be rather pleased if they now got

440



[17 Dzcnkamr, 1914.]41

some little consideration from the
present Government, because they
had to pay somewhat dearly for
their change of policy. However, let
us look at the question of the railway.
The Government have not the courage to
bring in a business-like scheme of con-
necting the line with Norseman, and giv-
ig the people on the land an opportunity

(of getting to the inland market.

The Minister for Mines: Did not we
bring in a Hilt for that purpose?

The Minister for Works: And three
times yon assisted in chuacking it out.

H-on. J. D. CONNOLLY: No, that was
another proposition. This is entirely
different.

The Minister for M$ines: You voted for
it when your vote was not required.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Mini-
sler ought to be fair. He knows this is
an entirely different proposition from the
original Esperance line. I voted for that,
but I do not intend to vote for this. It
is worse than useless, absolutely wrong,
for the Government to put these people
on Ihe land unless they intend to give
them a proper harbour.

Mr. Mullany: Will bringing the line
through to Norseman give them a proper
harbour?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It would
give them a market, and that is all they
wvant; to have a market at the other end
they must have a hiarbour. Esperance is
no harbour; it was simply an open road-
stead until the break-water was built.

The Minister for Mines: That is all
Fremantle had ini the boom days.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is idle to
say that we can make wheat-growing pay
there without a proper harbour. Wheat
ships are ocean-going ships of heavy
draughts. Look at the trouble they are
having in Geraldton to-day, and at Es-
perance there is nothing like the depth of
water there is at Ceraldton. Except a
harbour be built at Esperanee, the only
thing to be done will be to load the wheat
into some small schooner and trans-ship
it to a hig~ger steamer. We know that
wheat cannot be made to pay under such
an extraordinary' impost, because, after
all. we have to look beyond Western Axis-

F18]

t'raiia to the whole world, and our wheat
has to compete with the world's wheat.
The Minister for Lands and the Minister
for Mines hare hewn rather unfair in in-
terjecting that I once voted for some-
thing I am now voting against. That is
not so; but we have a marked example
in the present Ministry. Because we have
the Colonial Secretary and the present
Minister for Lands, who were violent op-
ptients of this railway until they became
Ministers in the present Government. I
remember the fight I bad in the Upper
House to get the Norseman railway
passed. The then Attorney General, Mr.
Keenan, had to give an assurance that
it was not intended to take it beyond
Norseman. We had to give the same
assurance in the Council. Speaking on
that question, Mr. Johnson, the present
Minister for Lands, said this-

Now, I know that bon. members
would raise no objection to this line-

He is speaking of the Coolgardie-Norse-
man line. He continues-

If they thought it would not pass Morse-
man. 1 have lived on the goldfields
many years, and at one time in the early
history of the State I did think we
should be justified in building the line
from Coolgardie to Esperanee.

lie is speaking in 1906-7. He continues-
Of later years I have not been so en-
thusiastic in regard to this proposition,
and when in the Daglish Ministry, as
member for Kalgoorlie, I said emphati-
cally T would oppose the line going past
Norseman, *that I was convinced the
Norsemani goldfields justified the line
from Coolgardie, but there was no justi-
fication for taking that line any fur-
ther. So I desire to emphasise my opin-
ion that if the line is passed no Par-
liament will ever agree to its continu-
ation from Norseman to Esperance.

Yet we find he is a member in the pre-
sent Government. I am glad he is not
the Minister introducing the Bill on this
occasion, because T am afraid he must
have suffered very much in introducing
the Bill before, and T would regret hav-
ing to Fee him suffer again.

The Minister for Mfines: He was per-
fectly consistent. In 1906-7 it was not
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known and supported as an agricultural
proposition, so he is perfectly justified in
supporting it now.

Hlon. Frank Wilson: And the self-some
gentleman accuses me of being inconsis-
tent in taking a similar view, with the
positions reversed.

Hoin. J. D. CONOLLY: The Attor-
ney General went back 16 years to ac-
euse the present leader of the Opposi-
tion of inconsistency. I am going back
to only 1907, when this land was first
talked about as an agricultural proposi-
tion. The Minister for Lands con-
eluded-

So I desire to enaphasise my opinion
that if this line is passed no Parlia-
nient wvilt ever agree to its continua-
tion from Norseman to Esperance, I
think it would be detrimental to the
best interests of the State, and unsatis-
factory from many points of view.
The Minister for Mlines: Perfectly con-

sistent.
The Minister for Works: Cnt you

find anything for me?
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No, I think

the Minister for Works has always sup-
ported the line. In regard to the har-
hour, a similar opinion was expressed
by another member of the Government,
the present Colonial Secretary. On the
occasion of the same Bill, but in the
Upper House, the Hon. T. T. Glowrey
interjected while 1-r. Drew was speak-
ing, "Your Government supported the
railway," and 31r. Drew replied-

I know my Government supported
it; but I1 did not support it, and I cer-
tainly will not be hound by anything
my GOcrernment did. It will be found,
if this section be undertaken and com-
pleted, an agitation will be started on
the fields for an extension to Esper-
ance; and that demand we shall he uia-
able to resist any more than we can
sweep out the ocean with a broom.

Mr. Drew was a prophet. He knew this
demand could not be resisted and he has
bowed to it and is now supporting the
rai way.

Hon. Frank Wilson: HP ),at been
swept out with a browv

The Minister for Mines: No one knew
of it then as an agricultural proposition.

]Eon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Mr. Drew
added-

Seldom do any Government ask all
they want in one breath, That is my
experience. Governments move gradui-
ally, but move with 'certainty; and that
will be the result of this scheme. I
am pledged by the agricultural popu-
lation to oppose this line. Self-pre-
servation is the first law of Natuire.

That is the present CVolonial Secretary.
He also gave his views on the matter of
the harbour. That harbour will require
a great fleal of expenditure, probably
as much aus has been spent on the Fre-
mantle harbour before it will be fit to
accommodate ocean-going ships.

The Minister for Works:- T hope the
trade will warrant it.

The Minister for '.%ines: if the rail-
way from Norse man to Esperance had
been passed, woul not it have heen neces-
sary to spend some money on harbour
improvements? Therefore, why refer to
the expenditure on the harbour now?

Hon. J. fl. CONNaLLY:- We are notL
discussing [he harbouir.

The Minister for Mtines: The hon.
member objects to this Bill because its
pas~sing would necessitate some expendi-
ture on the harbour.

Ron. Frank Wilson interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The Minister for 'Mines: The leader

of the Opposition is trying to smother a
good point.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: The Minister

for 'Mines is hardly fair in reverting to
that because, when I ([uoted the MTinister
for TLands as being- opposed to the Es-per-
ance railway in 1906-7, the Minister for
Mines pronounced it unfair and said his
colleague had been perfectly consistent.
Mr. Drew went on to say-

Are we to provide a railway
and eventuially to provide a port
to compete with the port of Fare-
mantle, on which somethime, like
R1.350.000 has been spent with thte
I-f-t 1 ion of melting it the first port in
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Western Australia I This is the first
step towards making another port to
compete not only with Fremantle but
with Western Australia as a whole. I
san much surprised to observe that the
seats of several agricultural members
are vacant. I cannot understand why
those members are absent to-night. If
there be any occasion ihen they ought
to be here, this.is certainly the occasion,
in order to oppose a railway project
brought forward with insufficient in-
formation and insufficient justification.
I am told, 1 have read, I have every
reason to believe that the port of
Esperance will need an expenditure of
not less then a million of money to
render it suitable for shipping on a
large scale. We must commit ourselves
to that also.

These are the words of a member of the
Government, whose report has been put
forth as a sound reason why this railway
should be built. If Mr. Draw's report
should be accepted in one instance, let us
accept his word in both eases. According
to Mr. Drew, it would take a million
pounds to make a harbour and £160,000,
without rolling stock, to build the rail-
way. This means £1,160,000 without
rolling stock to provide the railway and
open up the port to provide facilities for
60 people. It is true these 60 settlers hold
60.000 acres, but in that dry country they
cannot do with less than 1,000 acres
each. Now I ask the House, are we
justified in voting this expenditurel It
is idle to say that the cost of the railway
will represent the only outlay. The har-
boar will bare to be made. We must be
fair to these people. When we say-
"Hero is a railway; go on the land," we
will be implying that we are providing
them with all the necessary facilities and
in the circumstances it would he essential
to provide a harbour whence they could
ship their wheat.

The Mfinister for Works: You told us
the country would not grow wheat.

Hnn. Frank Wilson: Well, why build
a railway?

lin. J1. D,. CONNOLLY: Then I am
right in sayving that the Government will

be throwing away £160,000. It is ad-
mitted that this line cannot be con-
structed for three years. For this reason,
and on account of the dryness of the dis-
trict, and the reasonable doubt which
exists, apart from all other considera-
tions, would not it be well to allow the
line to stand over and not encourage any
more people to go there?

The Minister for Lands: Will you be
consistent and do that throughout the
eastern districts?

Eion. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes; I would
have adlopted That attitude in connection
with the Yilminning-itondinin line, be-
cause I think it. is in the best interests of
the State and the individual.

The Minister for Lands: Then you are
clearly against the Government of which
you were a member.

Hfon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The people
in our time were not encouraged to go
there; quite the contrary, but they
were encouraged to go there by the
present Government who requiredi
something to work on. 1 hare quoted
speakers on the Esperance-Coolgar-
die railway only in justification of my
attitude when I was acensed of inconsist-
ency. I oppose the Bill now because I
think it is not a reasonable or fair pro-
position to the people on the land, or a
just or business-like propostion to the
people of the State.

'Mr. S'MITH (North Perth) [11.50]: 1
hare very much pleasure in rising to
s;upport this project. I am pleased to
see that some hon. members on the Min-
isterial benches appreciate the fact that
members on this side of the House have
freedom of action, and that we are not
bound, either to support or oppose every
meas;ure that is placed before us. I do
niot think that Hnnsard can be quoted to
show that 1 took up a different attitude
with regard to the measure on any pro-
vioiis oCvfqiop.

The Minister for Mines: Be careful
what you are saving now, it migZht he
suoted later on.

Mr. KNUTH: Some 15 or 16 years ago
T took an active interest in the agitation
to build a railway from Coolgardie to
E~speran ce. and although I have changed
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my residence since then, I have not
changed nmy opinion. That, of course, is
no reason wrhy I should support this Bill
now. In approaching this question we
have to do so from a national standpoint,'
and I maintain that no section of the
community has a right to put a ring
round any other section and say that this
part of the State is not to be developed.
I am quite certain that this is what is
happening in regard to the Esperance
district. We have had the railway
discussed for very many years, and
iii nearly e' my Parliament the sub-
ject has been brought up and on each
occasion there has been a feeling, on either
one side of the House or the other, that
this particular part of the State should
not be developed. We have a very
big State, and I am sure it is
the duty of the Government of Western
Australia to see that every part of it is
developed. It is a duty we owe to the
Empire, ourselves, and to the settlers
who have gone down to this part of the
district, and have pioneered it, and have
put up with tbe hardships of a pioneer-
ing life, and it is a duty we owe to the
State that we should open up the coun-
try, and I do not think we can do it
better than by giving rensonable facili-
ties for the settlers to get their produce
to the market so that they may get
a reasonable price for it. We have
to ask ourselves, however, one or
two questions. First, I take it, is
the land in this part of the dis-
trict suitable for cultivation? I think
that question has been sufficiently well
answered by Mr. Sutton, our wheat com-
missioner, and there is no gentleman in
th~e service of this State in whom I have
greater faith than Mr. Sutton, whose
knowledge and experience of wheat
growing is so extensive. Mr. Sutton, I
thinkL has told us in his report-I have
not had an opportunity of readiug it, but
T have gathered this from the portion of
the report -which 'has been read out-
that he is quite convinced that this dis-
trict is capable of growing wheat. Hsav-
ing settled that point, T nam satisfied that
the next thing to ask myself is, have we
sufficient land in that district to warrant

the construction of a railway? I think
there is no doubt about that because we
have such reliable gentlemen as Mr.
W~hite, Mr. Canning, and, I think, Mr.
Muir, who have emphasised the fact that
there is a large area there suitable for
wheat growing. The next thing we have
to ask ourselues is, are there sufficient
settlers in the district to warrant the
railway being built? We are told that
there are 62 settlers down there. I do
not think that any hon. member of this
Chamber will maintain that 62 settlers
are sufficient to warrant us in building an
exjpensive railway, such as this one.

The Mlinister for Works: We have re-
fused hundreds of applications for land
down there.

Mr. SMITH: That was, I think, some
little time ago when going on the laud
was rather in the fashion. To-day I very
much doubt whether you would have a
single application for it.

The Minister for Works: There have
been about 50 applications since 1913.

Mr. SMITH: I doubt whether we
would have a single application to-day.

Mr. Green: If the railway was passed
it would make a big difference.

Mr. SMITH: I take it that the Gov-
ernment know what they are doing in
introducing the Bill, and that if the con-
struction of the railway is approved
they will see that the country is proper-
ly settlcd. They are not ikely to get
the same number of applicants for land
in this district as some years ago, or
even one year ago.

The Mlinister for Lands: That ap-
iplies throughout the whole State.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, wve have various
railways to he constructed and vast lanads
to be settled. I doubt very much
whether there are sufficient people in
the country who are willing and able and
have the means to take up land and
properly settle the coun try. I hope
the Government are looking far enough
ahead so that if the railway is passed,
which I hope it will be, they 'will intro-
duce, or make arrangements for intro-
ducing, the proper class of settlers so
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that when the line is constructed the
land will be taken up and put to a
proper use. Otherwise the railway is go-
ing to be a failure. That, however, is
their business, and I presumoe they know
what they are doing.

The Minister for Mines: I believe that
area wvill be settled in a shorter time
than any other area in the State, be-
cause of its close proximity to Kalgoorlie
and Boulder.

Mr. SMITH: No doubt that is so. I
hope the Minister for Lands will~see to
the introduction of up-to-date methods
and to the inducing of people to go on
the land, and see that he gets the right
class of people to settle there. We do
not want settlers on the land who, the
moment they pass in an application, pot
in an application also for an advance
from the Agricultural Bank. We want
to get people to go down there who have
had experience of agriculture in dry
areas, and have money to back them up.
If we get sufficient men like that in the
country there is not the slightest doubt
that the railway will be a great success.
Let us consider the objections to the rail-
way. First of all we are told that the
construction of the railway to Esper-
ance will take away the trade from
Perth. I maintain that that is not at all
likely, because the wholesale firms have
established themselves very firmly in
Perth, and are not likely to open bran-
ches down at Esperance. They have
built big warehouses in the city and Es-
perance is not likely to interfere greatly
with the trade in Perth, nor would the
Eastern States be likely to come apd
seize any of our legitimate trade. Take,
for instance, the example we have had
in the Eastern States. Along the Queens-
land coast, the opening up of a rail-
way at Rockliampton has not in any
way mined Brisbane ;the opening of
a railway at Newcastle and other parts
of New South Wales has not ruined
Sydney; and the opening up of
the parts connecting these ports with
railways in Victoria has not ruined
trade in Melbourne. Why should we say
then that the trade in Perth is going to

he ruined by the opening up of a rail.
way to Esperancet

Mr. Foley: It must go to the capital
of the State every time.

Air. SMITH: We are told that if the
railway is opened up residents of the
goldfields will make it their business to
go down and spend their money there.
Tflit is not at all likely, because Perth
is the seat of Government and always
will be. People who have any husiness
on the goldields will always have to
come to Perth to do whatever business
they are concerned in, so that Esper-
ance is not likely to interfere in that
particular direction. People who wish
to enjoy the holidays on the coast are
not likely to go to Esperance when they
can come to Perth. There are no the-
atres and picture shows there, and no
zoological gardens or parks, or anything
else in this direction in Esperance.
They will still come to Perth and the
extra distance of 100 miles, I maintain,
on a fast train is not likely to induce
People to go to Esperance when they
can come to a beautiful modemn city such
as we have in Perth.

The Minister for Mines: One ride
over the Norseman railway will be suffi-
cient for anybody. It is a very rocky
road indeed.

Mr. SMITH: At this late hour I do
not think it advisable to speak at much
greater length. The question of this
railway has been debated for many years
in the Assembly, and I believe the Es-
perance bogey has been squelched many
times. Personally I have no fear of it
whatsoever. My interests are largely in
Perth and I for one have not the slight-
est fear that the vested interests of the
Capital will in any way whatsoever be
damaged by the construction of this rail.
way. Therefore, any opposition to the
Hill on that score falls to the ground.
In supporting the construction of the
line I should like to offer the Govern-
ment a suggestion bearing on the cost
of rolling stock. It has frequently been
stated that the cost of rolling stock for
this railway will be excessive, that the
Government will have the same expen-
sive locomotives at Esperance as they
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have elsewhere, and that they will have
to incur a large outlay in establishing
workshops at Esperanee. I would sug-
gest that instead of adopting that course
they should use motor trains. Motor
tractors and motor coaches can be pur-
chased at a minimum cost, and in that
way, I feel sure, the initial expenditure
and also the cost of working the railway
can be considerably reduced. If after-
wards it were found necessary to pur-
chase heavy engines, that could then be
done; but for a start I would suggest
the Government, instead of adopting the
ordinary engines and coaches and trucks,
might use petrol motors. By that means
they would be able to run the traffic at
a minimum cost. I intend to support the
Hill; and I have not the slightest hesita-
tion in saying that if the Government can
see their way to find the money for the
work, the proposition will prove a pay-
able one very shortly. It will open up a
new province for Western Australia, and
it will be the first step towards decen-
tralisation of the governance of this
country. We are at present suf-
feting from too much centralisation in
Perth. The area, of country wve have to
govern is very, very large; and it would
be in the best interests of the whole
community if we opened up as many
ports as possible on our coast. The very
first new port to be opened should be
that of Esperance.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Male)
took the Chair.]

Mr. GRIFFITHIS (York) [12.5): A
little while ago the member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison) made a reference to his
arrival at Fremantle in the early days.
I am able to refer to an arrival at Es-
perance in the year 1895, when the con-
dition of affairs prevailing there was
very similar to that described by the
member for Avon as then obtaining at
Fremnantle. In that year I tramped the
track from Esperance to Norseman.
Teams bad been on the road some months
previously, and a certain amount of
timber had been cut and natural grasses
were growing. I was greatly surprised
when I saw these patches of grass, be-
cause, having arrived from the old

Country but a few months previously, I
had been struck by the comparatively
faded appearance of Australian vegeta-
tion, Of course, I was accustomed to the
luscious growth of the Old Country. The
grasses I speak of were a growth on
partly cleared sites, which had served as
camps for teams. I have been over a
fair proportion of Western Australia,
but I have never seen grasses equal to
those growing for a distance of 40 or 50
miles up from the Esperance coast.

Air. Male: You have never been North
have youaI

Mr. GRIh'FITHS: No. I have that
pleasure before me. There is one little
episode which I can call to mind, dating
back to 1896, when Warden Hicks was
in charge of affairs at Norseman and
IDundas. I was speaking to him about;
the Esperance railway and the then pre-
vailing agitation for its construction.
He pointed out to me that the vested
interests of Perth and Fremnutle were
altogether opposed to any idea of our
getting the Esperanee railway. Some
little time later Sir John Forrest visited
the district, and to all intents and pur-
poses promised that we should have the
railway. Again speaking on the subject
with the warden shortly afterwards, I
was told by him that he adhered to what
he bad previously told me regarding the
improbability of our getting, or at least
of our then getting, the railway from
Esperance to Coolgardie, wlbich was the
main subject of agitation in those days.
The warden pointed out to me that the
time was coming when there would be a
trans-Continental railway in sight. At
that time, of course, it appeared to be a
long way off. The warden said, further,
that when the trans-Continental railway
was an accomplished fact, the position of
Perth and Fremantle would be such as
to leave not the slightest doubt of the
Esperance people obtaining the desired
connection with the coast. The years
have rolled on, and it is now 1914. The
trans-Continental railway is getting
within sight, and I think the Esperane
railway is likely to become an accom-
plished fact in a future fairly near. Re-
ference has been made to the rainfall.
It has been pointed out that a rainfall
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of 11 inches distributed in a somewhat
irregular manner is not likely to be con-
ducive to the successful production of
payable crops of wheat, Now, the rain-
fall at Kelilerberrin, where I have lived
for portioit of the time I have spent in
the wheat belt, is, speaking roughly,
somoewhere in the neighbourhood of 12
inches. In a previous debate I gave
some figures which I will quote onceemore
for the edification of hon. members.
These figures show how the unequal or
apparently unequal distribution of rain
may advantage crops, provided proper
methods of cultivation are employed.
Last summer Kellerberrin had some
heavy rains, at the time of the disas-
trous hail storm. Those farmers who
cultivated their land properly were
able, after that storm, to conserve
moisture in the soil. Just before
seeding time 40 points of rain fell, and
during the growing season there were 288
points of rain; and under these condi-
tions 25 ewt. of hay per acre was grown.
I can vouch for that as a fact, 'with my
life. I have given the figures to AMr.
Button, and they are being sent to the
Intcrnatioiial Bureau of Agriculture at
Rome, as being very noteworthy and as
demonstrating what can be done in this
State. Splendid crops have been grown
on York gum and jam country in the
Kellerberrin district on ground close to
granite rocks, from which it received
a lot of surface drainage. It is not
granite -rook slope as some people appear
to believe. Everything I have stated on
this subject can be thoroughly wel
authenticated. I obtained the figures
from the grower, Mr. C_ W. Massing-
ham. If the -results I have described
can be obtane by proper methods
of cultivation with a rainfall of
11 or 12 inches, then I think the rainfall
given to us as obtaining in the e'nuutry
north of Esperance allows sufficient
scope. All the various points have been
well covered, and I do not think it will
be necessary for me to say anything fur-
ther. I thought that the mere fact of
my having crossed that tract and having
a little knowledge of the country1 and
giving the benefit of that knowledge to

the House, would assist in the advocacy
of the line.

Mr. M'UNSIE Iflannans) t12.11): 1
do not intend to detain the House long,
but, being a goldfields member, I think
it right that I should say a few words
in support of this project. The principal
argument raised against the construction
of this railway for many years past has
been the 'argument that the land will not
hold water. Mr. Paterson also suggested
that we should ascertain whether the land
would grow wheat. Mr. Paterson's; chief
point was that tbe ground would not
hold water. There is now no ques-
tion at all about that, because the
contention has been absolutely disproved.
The ground will hold water, and that has
been proved by the success of the dams
which have been constructed in the dis-
trict. As far as the capabilities of the
soil for wheat growing are concerned,
there is no question that in normal sea-
sons and with proper methods of farm-
ing, the country will certainly grow wheat
in a payable quantity. I only need refer
to the fact that this year, without any
proper method of farming, with very
little super indeed, the average of
the district compares more than fsvenr-
ably, and I am sorry to say this, with
the other agricultural areas in Western
Australia.

Mr. Male: Point 4.
Mr. MIIINSIE: No, 5.8 this year. A

word or two now with regard to so-me
of the criticisms we have heard. I am
surprised that the member for Perth
should oppose the construction of this
railway, because in days gone by there
was no more ardent advocate of
the contruction of the railway than
that gentleman. In the course of
his speechi this evening, the only
tangible reason that he gave against the
construction of the railway at the pre-
sent juncture was the cost of making a
harbour at Esperauce. I would like to
quote from that gentleman's own speech
made some little time ago. Evidently he
has changed his opinion altogether, even
so far as the harbour is concerned.

The Minister for Mines: Hansard has
been of good use to-night.
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Mr. MUb{SIE: The present member
for Perth in 1903 moved the adjourn-
went of the Legislative Council for the
purpose of drawing attention to the ab-
solute necessity for the construction of
a railway from Esper4,nce to Coolgardie.
The motion that he moved then read-

That in the opinion of this House
the immediate construction of a rail-
way to connect Esperante Bay with
the Eastern goldfields would be of
great benefit to this State.

lie succeeded in getting that motion car-
ried.

Mr. Ale: He was very young then.
Air. TfUNSIE: And I believe he bad

better judgment than he has now.
The Attorney General: He was not

perverted then.
MIr. MUNSIE: I am going to quote one

paragraph from the speech he made in
support of that motion, which had refer-
ence to the harbour at Esperance. He
said in 1903-

1 know I shall be met with the argu-
ment that there is also a harbour to
he made at Esperance. If members
will refer to the map published by the
British Admiralty, they will see how-
ever, that Esperance Bay affords an
excellent harbour which is naturally
almost landlocked, and has a fine
depth of water. At small cost Esper-
ance could be provided with a thor-
oughly safe harbour-quite as safe as
the Fremantle harbour, on which so
much money has been spent.
The Minister for Mines: To-night he

said it would cost one million.
Mr. IMU'NSIE: Yes, he said if it would

cost anything at all it would cost in the
vicinity of a million.

Mr. Wisdom: That is the Colonial See-
retary's estimate.

Mr. MflNSIE: The member for Perth
has some doubt to-night as to the qual-
ity of the soil in the Esperance district.
In 1903, when he moved the adjournment
of the House, the only portion of the
Esperance district that bad been tested
!was what is known as the Grass Patch,
And on that occasion the hion, member
had a most exalted opinion of the %gri-
cultural possibilities of the Esperance
district. In the course of his speech he

said at that time--
I will read an extract from a report

by Air, White, Chief Rabbit Inspector.
He was asked by the Government to
make a report, and he did so onth
17th last M1arch. In that report he
speaks highly of the land and recom-
mends that 10,000 acres he thrown
open for selection in the Grass Patch
and Salmon Gum districts alone. At
Grass Patch there are 3,583 acres taken
up, of which 800 acres are under culti-
vation. Wheat and hay have been
grown for five successive years without
a failure, the average being 20 cwt.
to the acre. I think members will ad-
mit it is well up to the average of the
crops throughout Western Australia.

I am perfectly satisfied that at that par-
ticular juncture it was well up to the
average of any of the crops grown in
Western Australia.

The 'Minister for Mines: Mr. White,
whom the hon. member quoted, was An
ex-member of Parliament in South Aus-
tralia, and had many years' experience in
that State.

Mr. MINSTE: That is so. I also want
to show that the present member for
Perth was at that time a sincere advocate
of the Esperance railway. In 1904, Mr.
Connolly Was speaking on the Address-
in-reply, and he made use of these
words-

I notice it is the intention of the
Government to build a line from Collie
to a point on the Great Southern rail-
way; and for this they are certainly
to be commended. it would be nothing
short of a public calamity if we did not
take advantage of the large influx of
people in search of land and did not
Induce them to bring others. I under-
stand the line will open up some
500,000 acres of good agricultural land,
and if that be true the line ought to
he constructed. 'Whilst on the subject
of railways I must express my deep
regret that no mention is made of that
very important work the Esperance
railway.

That is the point.
This line would not only give communi-
cation to a very important goldfield,
Norseman, which now produes some
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40,000 ounces of gold per month,
but would open up good agricultural
land also; and -wrby Dot open up that
land as well as the Collie9 The failure
to move in that direction is another
injustice to this House, which on the
11th December last passed, by a big
majority. a resolution that, in the
opinion of this House, it is desirable
that a railway connecting the Eastern
goldflelds with Esperance Bay should
he constructed at an early date.

I do not think I need say anything fur-
ther to convince lion, members that there
has been some reason other than the rea-
sons given by the hon. member for the
alteration of his opinion. He said to-
night that the whole of the agitation for
the Esperanee railway was a purely poli-
ticat one, organised by the Kalgoorlie
Miner. To that T wish to give an empha-
tic denial. The bon. member pointed out
that the Kalgoorlie Mtiner had applauded
hinm on some occasions in his career as a
Parliamentarian in this State, and he
said that that newspaper changed its
opinions. I interjected then that it was
not the Kalgoorlie Miner that changed its
opinion politically or otherwise, but that
it was the hon. member who changed his.
and the proof of that is that he did not
agrain make an attempt to represent the
province in the Legislative Council which
returned him on two occasions. He knew
that if he had done so he would have
been defeated. He knew he was doomed
if he did so. I want also to point out
that he seemed very jovial over the fact
that a jury had given him a verdict on
an action he had taken in regard to the
Kalgoorlie Miner. But in my opinion he
had nothing to gloat over, inasmuch as
he point blank refused to allow that ease
to be heard by a goldfields jury, and in-
sisted upon its being beard by a jury
from Perth. Y hope the Bill will he again
carried in this Chamnber, and T hope antd
trust that, as the result of certain hon.
members on the other side supporting it
on this occasion, it -will pass another
place. Tt is the first occasion on which
we have had a Liberal member, the mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr. Gilehrist) support
the Esperance railway. I am pleased to

see his example has been followed by
other Liberals, and I hope their attitude
will have some influence on hon. mem-
bers in another place, and that the set-
tiers down in that district will at last
get the justice they so richly deserve.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgourlie) [12.22]: At
the risk of wearying the House I feel it
is mny duty to say a few words on this
question. It is rather cheering to find
that on its fifth occasion of being brought
before the House the Bill for the first
diine has found favour with mewmhems on
the other side. It goes to show that just-
ice is always done eventually, and that
there are members on the other side who,
on this occasion at least, are prepared to
esi'reti independently and 'fearlessly
what they believe to be the troth. The
most cheering feature is the fine attitude
of the Country party in taking up this
question of decentrahisatLion. There is no
doubt that the. whole future progress of
the State is wrapped uip in this question.
We have an area over one-third of the
size of the entire Commonwealth, and it
dboes not require any great study to dis-
cover that unless each particular district
in the State has a direct railway to its
own particular port, there is only one
small portion of the State that can be
opened up, namely the South-West corner.
It was lamented by one membdr during
the evening that one railway bad been
asked for for over 41/ years. This Esper-
ance railway has been demanded for 20
years, and T have no hesitation in sayinig
that the breach between the gold fields and
the coast-for breach there hats undoubt-
edly been-largely resulted from the
fact that the gold fields, have been denied
direct access to their nearest natural port.
that of Esperance. However, the Gov-
ernment to-night do not propose to run
the railway to Norsemnan. I regret it, al-
though T admit that for tactical reasons
it is desirable to take the line only 610
iniles northwards at present. I have
110 douht that the area of country to he
served by the line will prove itself, and
that Ihe connecting link must eventually
follow. As the member for North Perth
('Mr. Smith) has pointed out, even if the
goldfields were con nected by rafilwa to
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their nearest natural port, a, large propor-
tion of the business of the goldfields
would continue to be transacted in the
metropolitan area. We may construct a
direct railway to the nearest port in each
district, and still I believe that policy
would make Perth a large city more
quickly than would any other policy
we could employ. In the years to come
Perth and Fremantle will be one magnifi-
cent municipality. I have no hesitation
in saying that Perth will have a popula-
tioin of half a million -within the next 25
years, and will be the third city in the
Commonwealth. It must be so, because of
the wonderful production we have. Why,
then, should a few metropolitan members
be jealous of this railway which has been
fought for on the goldfields for the last
20 years? It has been a bitter experience
to us on the golddields to find that the Es-
peranee railway has been denied us. Who
could forget the question of separation
which was mooted onl the goldfields? That
was no empty cry. We had thousands an
the fields determined on separation, and
the main reason given was because the Es-
perance railway was denied to the people
of the fields, Happily that period has
passed, and although we- did not
get the railway at that time, we
had to admit that Perth must necessarily
remain thie capita!. And still wve believed
that in the near future the railway would
he constructed. Yet we find that 20 years
afterwards the railway is still denied.
Unlike the leader of the Opposition, and
unlike (he member for Perth, whom I do
not believe has ever bothered about visit-
ing- Esperance, I took an opportunity
early in my parliamentary career of
going through that district. Even countr y
people will admit that a mere tyro
passing through a farming district must
gather a fair idea of -whether or not that
district is a desert. I availed myself of
an opportunity of accompanying the At-
torney General on his visit to Esperanee,
and itf there was anything that made me
proud of the goldfields it was to see the
old ;roldflelders down there, who, to es-
caye the spectre of miners' phthisis, had
Made their homes anew in that desirable
district- Those people, despite the fart

that justice has been denied them for
years, have stuck to their holdings, and
intend to stick there. In one case we
found a woman and her daughter bard at
work. Leaving the mines, the husband
and Lather had taken up land in the be-
lief that the Esperance railway would
soon be constructed. However, the centrali-
sation party was in power, and be had
neglected to reckon with his host in an-
other place. Eventually he was frozen
out. It became necessary for him to go
back to the fields, and resume work on the
mines, and the mother and the daughter
went boldly to ivork, harnessed up the
homse and followed the plough, in order
to cultivate the land while the husband
and father was away, believing, as they
did, that it was only necessary to hold the
fort until the port was opened uip. We
saw coming out of the malice scrub those
brave little women, of whom one of the
poets has spoken, "The little wizened
women, the real pioneers," proceeding
with their husbands to hear the Attorney
General's message of hope that the rail-
way would soon be constructed. I am
not a horn Western Australian, but I
contend I am a better Western Austra-
lian than the member for Northern (Ron.
J. -Mitchell) can ever hope to be. The
action of hion. members who claim to have
been born in this State and who have de-
mied the people settled in this district
access to their port appears to me to be
the action of a traitor to his country. We
have bad examples of gentlemen voting
for the Bill on some occasions and voting
against it on others. The member for
Perth (3Mr. Connolly) opposed the Bill
and yet in December, 1903, be proposed
a motion in favour of the immediate con-
struction of a railway between Esperane
and the Eastern goldfields. Would any
member be deceived by his specious argu-
ment that that was a different proposition
from the present one? We know from
the extracts which have been read this
evening that he was firmly convinced the
harbour was a good one. At present there
is IS feet of water at the jetty and ships
of 3,000 tons have entered the port with-
out a pilot. It is the finest natural har-
bour in the State with the exception of
Albany.
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. GREEN: The leader of the Oppo-
sition, the champion of private enterprise,
in 1902 wanted the railway built by a
private company. Tf a railway preposition
is good enough for private enterprise to
tonstruct, it is good enough for the State.
On that occasion the bon. member said
he did not wish to join issue with an
hon. member who thought by opening
uip a natural harbour which Providence
had kindly given us at Esperance that
we were going to divedt the trade of
Western Australia to South Australia,
and he added-

It is a railway to help the goldilelds
which are languishing for these facili-
ties, and also a railway to try, before
it is too late, to save the town of Es-
pernance from ruination. 'We know
Esperance is pretty well wiped out.
There used to be 1,600 people there,
whereas the population is now 800,
and half of them are waiting to get
away. They went there with the under-
standing that there would be a railway
built, and they relied upon thre right
hon. gentleman to build it. He has
disappointed and betrayed them.

It strikes Ine that the latest Judas Iscariot
is worse than the first. The hon. member
in 1002 added-

I trust hon. members will view this ini
a common sense way and consider
whether we are to centralise all our
commerce in this portion of the State,
or whether we are going to let Esper-
mice have a chance of participating
in the prosperity. Also if we are going
to adopt a cent ralisation Policy, we
may as well close down our ports ex-
cept Fremantle. I hope members will
support the motion and that, if it is
passed, the Government will allow this
line to be eonstrnctd--

and the whole sting was in the tail when
the hon. member added, "by private en-
terprise." That is the difference between
his speech in favour of the proposal in
1902 and his speech in opposition to it
on several occasions since then and uip
to the pre-;ent. The bon. member for
Perth in Decemher, 1911, -Poke and voted

in favour of the construction of a rail-
way between' Norseman and Esperanee.
It was defeated in another place by five
votes, In December, 1913, the Esperane
Northwards Railway Bill was again
brouLght forward, and when its success
was considered assured and it was gener-
ally believed that if it came to a tie the
President in another place would vote
for the measure, the hon. Mr. Connolly,
after wandering np and down the corri-
dor, decided almost at the last moment
to vote against the measure. The hon.
member went to the police court to try
to vindicate his character. Hle was not
content to have it vindicated by his con-
stituents on the goldfields where he was
best known. He has now come to a City
constituency where he will find he will
not be wanted when he is better known.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Are you quoting
the Kalgoorlie Miner?

Mr. GREEN: T ask the bon, member
to deny whether this was his attitude.

Hon. J1. 1D. Connolly: No, I will not.
Mr. GREEN: Then the hon. member

should remain quiet and bow his head in
shamne. In the course of his speech in
the Council when he announced his in-
tention of voting against the Bill, he was
asked how he would face his constituents
after his speech. ML~r. Connolly replied,
"I will face my constituents as the hon.
member who asks and will come back
with as big a majority." Did he face
his constituents? No, he ran away as
traitors before have run away. He stood
for another eon stituency, the North-
W~est, and the People there turned him
down because they refused, as they stated,
to accept a traitor.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Is that the ques-
tion before the House?

MYr. SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon.
member refer to the member for Perth
as a traitor.

ML~r. GREEN: Yes.
Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon. mem-

ber must withdraw.
Mr. GREEN: I withdraw. F much

regret that my abhorrence of the hon.
member's inconsistent attitude -which has
so affected the welfare of a large number
of the people of this State. has caused
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me to display a certain amount of
warmth. This might be termed splenetic,
but I assure the House that there is not
Ihe slightest spleen on my part. Al] I
ask is that members of this Chamber will
vote according to their consciences and
itf they do, notwithstanding any speeches
t hey bare made on the Hill, this measure
wvill hie passed in this Routse unanimously
in sI-ite or the loud and frothy word- of
Ihe member for Perth. There is snottier
phase of the question which has not been
toucehed Upon by other members, This
large area of land is mentioned in the
report or' the Survekyor General under
(late 28th October, 1914, in the following
words:-

During the year under review, an
area of' about 844,600 acres has been
classified in the district. north-east of
Esperanee. near Mlt. Ragged and
Israelite Bay. As 3126.700 and 125,000
acres of this area are reported to be
first atnd second class rcsiieetiveh',, it
is evident that extensive areas of good
and fair malice land have been located
in this locality, which, when railway
facilities can be provided, are capable
of being profitably devoted to the pro-
duction of wheat and other agricultural
pursuits.

I lust want to point out, before closing,
that; that area is six times larger titan
all the other country which has been
cultivated in the State during the year
1914. It goes to show that this is a vast
provinch that is crying aloud for settle-
ment. T hope hon. members of this
Chamber and of the other Chamber will
see that this portion of our State which
has; hitherto been neglected will get fair
justice from the Parliament of Western
Australia.

.Mr. NATRN (Swan) [12.41] : I do not
propose to detain the House very long
at this late hour. In justification for the
attitude I adopt perhaps it is neces-
sary T should make one or two remarks.
At the outset one aspeet of the qnestion
which seems to present itself before all
others is the remarkable amount of in-
consistency which has been dis-
played b y so many individuals who
have touched upon this ever pre-

sent issue. Like the leader of the
Country party I do not know that I
should care to apportion the blame be-
cause it seems to me so well dispersed
and so well balanced. The main principle
which appears to exist, and appare~tly
so far as I can gather it has appealed to
every member who has spoken, is the
broad principle of (decentralisation, and
the right of every part of the commun-
ity to have its geographical trade. Judged
rrom those Lwo standpoints, to my way,
of reasoning there can he no opposi-
tion to thie measure. That is the principle
which I hope we in Western Australia
have learned a littlc earlier than has been
learned in any other part of Australia.
We already know the evil effects in the
vest of the Commonwealth where the sys-
tem. of centralisation has worked so in-
juriously to many of the best interests
of the other States. I do not know that
we can lay claim to having been particui-
larly badly dealt 'with so far as the
general scheme of cent ralisation is con-
cerned. Were we in this State to daly
long with a scheme of centraliss-
tion, it would he quite inconsistent, I
think, wvith the general attitude which has
been adopted by Governments in the past.
We hare hieard to-sight the usual charges
being levelled by one class of member
against the other. T think most honi.
members, the new members particularly,
"an well afford to let this pass through
their ears. Mistakes have heen made and
always wvill he made. The same rounds
which unfortunately apply from the Gov-
ernment side of the House to the older
hon. members on this side can with equal
force he hurled hack. All the arguments
uised against Ilia evil of having placed
settlers in the outlying and drought-
stricken districts to-day so far as I can
set- will apply with equal force to the
iittenyit to place settlers even on the
Esperanve land. It is not fair to judge
orty pyst em or any individual or set of
individuals on conditions which are not
normal. That is the real point. This '
has been lost sight by one or two of even
our more prominent members. These mis-
fortunes have arrived, not through any
wront! poli-y, but because of some U-
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fomeeen acts of Providence, and these
are the real reasons to-day why soume
Ineasures when acted upon have not mnet
With particular success.

The Premier: That admission might
have beent mode two months ago.

Mr. NAIRN: There are none of us too
couspituous in regard to early admissions.
I think we should endeavour as far as
possible lo look fairly and squarely at
this question. When a statement or
charge is levelled against an Administra-
tion, because it has not been so successful
as we woiuld all like, the main force of
the charge is not against the individual,
hut oigainsi those circumstances over
which man has no control. I want to say
that there are one or two aspects that
cannout be overlooked. One of these is
the report of the experts. After all,
whatever occupation we follow, we
must be guided by experts. Even ex-
perts have to lure to experts to asist
them in their deliberations, but the fact
that tile opinion of any one should
be against a proposal is no real condem-
nation of that proposal. The most that
has come in the -way of opposition
has come from one whose opinions
are well worth considering, namely,
Mr. Paterson, bat one whose statements
by no stretch of imagination can be con-
strued in condemning the proposal. If
there is one men who is justly qualified
to give good and reliable information,
that man is Mr. Paterson. Bat if
this statement and the others just as
reliable, are all associated and arranged
side by side with full force, I think they
will make it clear that any man might
reasonably support this line in a con-
scientious manner. There are tre-
mendons responsibilities on the part of
the Government with regard to the finan-
cial aspect of the situation, but we will
leave that question to them. If they arc
sure that they have sufficient evidence in
regard to this proposal which they have
laid before us and are prepared to take
full responsibility, and a great responsi-
bility it is, well and good. As pointed
out this evening, it is for them more than
for us to accept that aspect of the ease.
I contend that the main principles so far

as deceutralisatiou is conerned, are in
following along lines of policy adopted
in Australia of leaving every port open
to the people and cultivating and devel-
oping those natural habitable parts of
Australia which lie unfortunately only
along the coast, and if we strain our de-
sires and principles in that direction
there is no other policy which is going to
bring greater success to this State. So
for these reasons I have much pleasure
in supporting the measure. I hope at a
future date and not a far distant
date, when the step we have taken
to-night has justified itself, as I
hope, that we will be able just as
clearly to go the whole length of the
way as we have gone part of the way to-
night. I realise that this step to-night
is only the first in the direction of getting
this rail route through to the goldflelds.
I hope when this is put inko effect, the
justification which we so much desire
will be found to be there.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leomora) [ 12 -44]
In. rising to support this Bill on the
Esperanca line I do so with the full
knowledge that I do not think the Gov-
ernment will have the money to go ont
with the work straight away. There
is one view I take in the matter and I
do not think any other speaker has
touched upon it, and that is that our
gold mines on the eastern and north-
eastern fields are the deepest in Australia,
Men are working in parts of these mines
although for a certain part of the year
they should be out of these maines en-
joying the fresh air which is looked to to
prolong their lives. I contend, and
propose to prove, that if by the building
of this railway we can prolong the lives of
the miners, we shall not only be benefiting
the miners themselves but shall also be
making the lives of their wives and
children much happier than they are
at the present time. In the deep mines
of Australia, and especially of Victoria,
the gases are so bad that men cannot
work in and live about those mines
the whole year round. Many of the
mining districts of Eastern Australia
being adjacent to agricultural lands,
the miners avail themselves of the
opportunity of getting out of the mines
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for say three months of the year ; and
they return to the mines better fitted
for their work, and less likely to become
at some future date a burden on the
commnunity. Each and every member
of this and of the other Chamber has
said that he is desirous of doing some-
thing to help those suffering from the
effects of working under the unhealthy
conditions of mining. If members are
sincere in expressing that desire, they
must vote in support of the Esperance
railway. The line, running so close to
the Eastern goldfields, will enable rnany
of the men working there, and also of
those on the Northern fields, to avail
themselves of the opportunity-in three
years' time, if it takes the Government
so long to build the railway--of obtan-
ing a change. That is, if the men are of
a saving disposition ; and I may say
that only those make good citizens who
have the saving temperament. There
are such men on the fields, and those men
will lay by sufficient money to enable
them to leave the wage system and the
mines for three or four months of the
year. In that time the men engaged
in our midning industry can do as much
work on the laud as can be done by any
other men in this State. There is no
particular art in clearing land. It means
hard work, and nothing more. But
should any expert advice be needed, the
Government of the day -not necessarily
the Labour Government, but any Gov-
ernment-will furnish that advice. In-
formation is readily available from the
State as to the clearing of land, and as
to the best means of bringing the soil
into the most advantageous condition
for production. I trust hon. members
who are opposed to the Bill will closely
consider the question from the view.
point that at the present time our
miners are the greatest sufferers to be
found in Australia from pulmonary
diseases. There is only one country in
the world where miners work under
more unhealthful conditions than our
miners do. If hon. members are willing
to give our miners a, chance to combat
the frightful disease of miner's phthisis,
they must vote for this BiDl. -unless
such assistance is afforded to our mine

the effect must be to bring this State
into a worse condition. Every miner
who works for a number of years in
Western Australian mines becomes uin-
fitted for that occupation, and in Many
cases the State then has to maintain
him. Is it not better to allow the miner
a chance to establish himself on such
an area as will be served by this line,
than to continue conditions which must
result in his having to be eventually
kept, in idleness, out of funds raised by
taxation ? If he has the opportunity
of recuperating which the construction
of the Esperance railway would offer
him, he can return to his work when his
health is re-established. Many men and
many women living on the goldfields
have shown great willingness to sacri-
fice themselves and to endure suffering
for the sake of their families. Under
the conditions which would result from
the construction of this railway, the
miner will be able to leave his unhealthy
occupation for a few months of the year.
without being under the necessity oI
accepting charity from anyone. So far
from that, he will utilise his time away
from the goldfields in enlarging the wheat-
growing acreage of the State. He will
set about producing something, and so
long as a man is producing he is of service
fo the State. Raving improved his
holding to a certain extent, he will re-
turn to the mines to earn more money,
and then proceed to improve his land
further. In three years' time--if the line
will not be completed for three years--the
man witl be doing for himself what he now
does for his employer in return for a fair
day's pay, namely, an honest day's work.
Working for himself, the miner will
labour just as strenuously and scien-
tifically as for an employer. Therefore
I say that by authorising the construc-
tion of the Esperauce railway hon.
members will certainly benefit tho miner
and his family, enabling them to live
their lives largely in independence of the
wages system. Indeed, there is the
possibility that a miner taking up a block
of agricultural land and improving it
as I have described, may in the couirse of
a6 few years attain a position of com-
plete independence. So that one import-
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ant result of the constructienof theEsper-
anus railway will be a decrease in chat-
able expenditure by the State. There
can be no question that if those men
remain continuously on the mines, many
of them must become a charge on the
generosity of the State in the course
of comparatively a few yearn. I have
visited the Esperance district, and from
personal knowledge I can speak of not
only the land in the neighbourhood of
Esperance, but also the country right
up from Esperance to Circle Valley, near
Northam. Part of it is niallee, and
there is, noar Esperance, swamp land
which will grow something besides wheat
-potatoes and other classes of produce.
I do not propose to assert that the
Esperance district will develop a huge
dairying industry supplying Perth and
Fremnantle, but I1 do believe that the
wheat area in the Esperance country will
in a few years' time develop largely, and
I believe there is sufficient of the swamp
land, and a sufficient number of men on
the goldfields willing to work that land,
to bring about such an increase, before
many years pass, in dairy and kindred
products, that the importation of these
from the Eastern Statos will be con-
siderably lessened. Wheat production
in the Esperance district will assuredly
do no harm to any other part of Western
Australia. It will not mean that Perth
will lose anything. If the outside
districts progress, if the back country
develops, then the capital city of the
State must also go ahead. The curse
of centralisation is at this very time
keeping back the people of Victoria.
In that State differential railway rates
are imposed, with the object of dragging
everything into the metropolis. The
effect has been to keep back the western
portion of Victoria for many, many years.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: H-ow can there
be differential railway rates since Feder-
ation ?

Mr. FOLEY: 1 wish to point out to
the hon. member that, according to my
reading of the Federal Constitution,
the regulation of commerce within the
State falls entirely within the legislative
and administrative functions of that
State. When I hoar the hon. member

ask questions such as this, it becomes
clear to my mind why he twisted en
the Esperance. railway, now that he is
a metropolitan member. The develop.
ment of the western portion of Victoria
has been retarded because everything
was centralised in Melbourne. And
similarly with the extreme estern por-
tion of Victoria, one of the most fertile
districts of Australia. There you see--
or at least this was the case when I saw
it a6 few years ago, and I believe the
position is almost exactly the same now-
huge areas of land covered with timber,
areas that could grow anything, but
which are not being put to any profitable
use. The more land we can bring into
use, the greater will be the circulation
of money at the seat of Government.
The capital city of the State is bound
to reap the benefit of country develop-
ment. By the maps on the wall of this
Chamber I see that numerous district.
are asking for railways ; and the Govern-
ment of the day propose tro build rail-
ways which, in point of public advan-
tage, cannot compare with the Esper.
ance line. Finally, I wish to say, that
if members opposed to the Bill desire to
cast their votes in the direction of doing
some good for men who, if they remain
on the mines, are bound to end by enter-
ing the old men's home or falling on the
benevolence of the State, those members
must record their votes in favour of this
Bill. Let them give the miners a chance
of achieving independence through pro-
duction from the soil. To further the
independence of every citizen of the
State should be the endeavour of a~l who
consider themselves good Australians.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM43 (Greenough)
rIn -569]: As a new member, I wish to
offer a word or two on this important
subject, even at so late an hour. I1 was
born in Western Australia, and have
always taken a close interest in, the
affairs of this country, I may claim
to have always shown confidence in the
possibilities of Western Australia, and
I contend that it must be a, poor district
indeed which is not worth a railway.
I have not yet bed the pleasure of visiting
Esperance. It was my intention to
make a trp there, but, not having had
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the time to do so, I tould only pay
the itnst careful attention to the presab
discussion. So far as I am able to judge,
the bulk of the information which I
have derived from the debate tells
strongly in favour of the construction
of the Esperance railway. The party
to which I belong is one that is pledged
to give its undivided support to pro-
posals for the advancement of the
primary industries of Western Aus-
tralia, whether in the form of mining
or of agriculture or of anything else.
Its object also is to give support in the
direction of giving to each particular part
of the State the port to which it is en-
titled, and to give to each port its natural
trade. The agitation in favour of the
Esperanee railway is in the direction of
giving the people of Esperanee and the
goldfields the benefit of that port which
nature intended for them and the
agitation is fair and just so far as I
can gather. Some time ago it was
considered that the construction of
a railway from Esperance in the direction
Of Norseman, and thence to the gold-
fields, would be like constructing two
railways to work in opposition to each
other. There might have been a tend-
ency in that direction in years past,
but that timre hast gone and we have
now the Transcontinental Railway under
construction, and I think there will he
plenty of traffic for both lines, and
the port of Esperanee can be opened
up by the construction of tho suggested
line. I think that the people on the
fields are entitled to this railway, in
order that they may visit their natural
port. The miner on the goldfields do
net always intend to be miners and
if they have a liking for the land in
the Esperance district, no action on the
part of the Government should prevent
them from taking up selections. I
have much pleasure in supporting We~
second reading of the Bill.

AR. McDOWALL (Coolgardie) (1.2]:
I have listened to this debate with
considerable interest and pleasure. Since
I have been in Parliament during the
past six years we have discussed this
question of the Esperance railway on
many occasions, but never have I derived

the extreme eatibfaction that I have
gained from the debate this evening.
In the last Parliament we -were here
with the bmutal majority of 18 at the
commencement, and while we had the
numbers with which to carry through
measures of this description, we were
at the same time a united party.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, you were
not.I

Mr. IMcDOWALL ± There were a
few against this Bill but to-night we
have had the pleasure of listening to
the leader of the Country party advo-
cating the construction of this line
and of listening to other members of
that party also urging its construction,
and above all we have had the pleasure
and privilege of listening to members
of the Liberal party supporting it.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:- The young
Liberals are an improvement on the
old.

Mr. MoDO WALL: I also realise that
under these special circumstances, there
is no occasion whatever for me to speak,
but being a goldfields member it would
not be becoming on my part not to
again say a word or two in connection
with this project. I am certainly not
concerned with whether the people are
consistent or inconsistent. What I de-
sire to listen to are the reasons for or
against the construction of this railway.
To-night the leader of the Opposition
endeavoured to give us reasons why
the line should not bb constructed.
His figures, so far as the returns were
concerned, were undoubtedly faulty.
The member for Psrth (Hon. 3. D.
Connolly) was not always an opponent
of this line. I have in my drawer a
portrait of the hen, member, taken with
other gentlemen who were all strong
supporters of thle construction of this
line, and I am keeping it in my drawer
so that I may refer to it and remember
the time when he sat shoulder to shoulder
with ether advocates of its construction.
The hon. member looks very well in
that group, and the portrait is an
excellent one of him. I was astonished,
on glancing through Ransard to-night,
to find the reasons why he changed his

p nione. I am not going to quote
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Hans&ard because the members for Han-
floes (Mr. Atunsie) and Kalgoorlie (15r.
Green) have already quoted sufficiently
froma the various volumes, and those
quotations should surely satiisfy the
member for Perth. I do desire, however,
to say that I do not think anyone who
is a staunich advocate of the Esperance-
Goldields: railway line should chantge his
views because the line is now going 60

ieAs north from Esperance, instead
of theo whole distance. The principle
is exactly the same as it was 18 years
ago. But there is a phase in connection
with it that, it is true, did not exist at
that particular period. We did not
then realise that the land about the
Esperance district was as prolific as we
know it to he to-day. The member for
Pangolly (M1r. Hickmott) interjected to-
night that some cf the best areas we
have in the State are iu the Esperance
district, and there was little land in
any other part of the State, if treated
in a similar manner, which could
produce a better result. I believe that
is the opinion of most people, and that
being so, what opposition can there be
to the construction of the line?1 We
have the land there, and we have the
rainfall. Therefore, is it not worthy of
a railway ? Notwithstanding that the
leader of the Opposition will only listen
to Mir. Paterson, whose report was
extremely mild upon this question, and
was not of a condemnatory nature, we
have the reports of other experts that
there are at least a million acres of
land within a. 15-mile radius of the
proposed railway. We know that there
is a larger area of Crown lands in this
part of the State than is to be found in
any other portion of the State, and we
know that the total area is equal, if
not greater than the total area formerly
held by the brave Belgians. That
being so, and it having been proved be-
yond all doubt that the rainfall is
excellent up to 75 miles or more from
Esperance, I cannot conceive whly there
should be this opposition to the railway.
I donot wish to go into statistics, be-
cause I have promised the Minister for
Works that I shall not speak at any
length to-night, but I desire to say that

[17]

the member for Pert I,(Hon. J. D.uilnol ly),
fell into the error which tine then member
for York (Mr. Monger I once made in
quoting statistics for M92. It is per-
fectly true that the Igrures giveni for Esper-
anee were, 3-2 1 think it was; but those
were not the real Esperance figures,
but the Coolgardie figures. They had
beco me transposed i n some way, and were
afterwards rectified by the Government
Statistician. If the hon. member will
refer to the 8totitiual JRegister for 1912
he will find that the yield was 8-2.
Again, the leader of the Opposition
endeavoured to daniv this particular
area by' faint praise of the yield. I
ondeavoured to interject that the
figures were wrong, and I desire now to
quote one or two statistics which I used
when last I spoke on the question. I
prefer to quote from Hansard, because
I corrected My Statistics 'with -so much
care that T know they are quite accurate.
Dealing with the returns from the
Siatistiecd Regisic- for the year which
had been referred to by the member for
York, 1 went on to show that in 1912,
the worst year the State had ever
experienced, Northampton's yield was
7-2, while the yield for Yalgee was 1-6,
for Irwin, 6-7, and for Victoria Plains,
4-4. Victoria Plains is a most fertile
district, producing about 15 bushels as
an ordinary average. Yet, according
to the argument of the leader of the
Opposition and of the member for
Perth, the district would be condemned
on one year's yield, just as they would
condemn Esperance. In my opinicn it
is ridiculous using statistics of this
kind. Yet that sort of argument is
produced age int Esperanec. While I
was speaking oni that occasion Mr.
Elliott, who was then the memberL
for (Aeraldton, interjected that Victoria
Plains had never had so low an average;
to which I retorted that, if so, it must
he that the statistics lied. I then
went on to show that the yield from
Pinjarra was 8-3, from Harvey 9-7,
Vasse 7-1, Toodyny 8-8, Mfeckering 4-0,
Doodlakine 2-5, and llurracoppin, 1 -2.
In answer to Mr. Elliott, who was
emphatically of belief that the Victoria
Plains district could not have produced
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so poorly, I handed him the Statistical
Register, and he was compelled to admit
that the figures had been correctly
quoted. Therefore, you will see they are
trying to damnn Esperance on figures
of this description. The Meckering dis-
trict, which lion, members know has
an area of 117,667 acres, had a yield of
only four bushels per acre in 1912.
Is Mleckering, one of the best agricul-
tural districts, to be condemned on the
flimsy arguments used against Esper-
ance ? 'Meekering. with fertilisers and
in a good rainfall produced only four
bushels, and even the vaunted Northanm
district only 5-3. Yet on arguments
and statements of this kind it is con-
stantly endoavoured to be proved that
the land in Esperance is no good.

Hon. J, 1). CJonnolly :Take 1913.
Mr. MaDOWA LL : Even in 1913 it willI

be found that the returns were not too
bad. 'Moreover, these arguments are
not valid, in view of the farming -methods
employed at Esperance. The merits
of the district, on which it should be
considered, are that it contains the
largest area of land, that it has a splendid
rainfall, and that even the sand plains
which my friend has alluded to are
productive. One has only to take Bow
Bros., who have selected 9,000 acres
down there. It has been a perfect
success and they are delighted with
it. They had a magnificent crop even
this year. Under these circumstances
it is not only the wheat-growing lands
that are valuable, but even the orchard
lands, notwithstanding that my friend
sneers at the idea of an orchard, sneers
at the necessity of a railway to enable
the orchardist to market his products.
1 amt not going to deny that the railway
.may not be necessary for that purpose,
but it is necessary for the purpose of thes
great wheat-growing area that exists
there. Again, we are told that we will
have to build a harbour. The lion.
member talks of the Colonial Secretary,
who, it is said. suggested that it would
cost about a million potunds. It is not
right to talk big figures like this at the
vornlnencenlent of any new place. The
leader of thie Opposition talked about
half at million, and thie member for

Northaum Ho1n. J1. Mlitchlell) echoed
those figures. Everyone knows that, in
1895 and 1896 lKsperance had splendlid
accommnodationi for any number of
steamers. If it had accommtodation
then, and if the jetty then built is still
eound. it will do for a long time to cole..
It is nonsense to talk about the expen-
diture of a large stun of money. Even
if we made the harbour it would only
mnean fromn £50,000 to £100,000. Side
by side with the portrait of my friend
we see here in the harbour of Esperance
all the concomnitants of a large port, and
the steamner ' lnnanxincka " berthed
there.

Hon. J. D. Ctnnolly : She drew about
16a feet of water.

31r. MuDOWALL, : There is A 11itchl

greater depth thani that down there.
It is nonsense to talk about spending a
large sum of money inmnediately the
railway line is completed. Works of
that kind are developed gradually, a49
they have had to be in other cities in
the world. Even London had its be-
ginning, and gradually developed, and
so has every other city and port. Then
why talk this arrant nonsense about,
millions of pounds. lint why talk this
arrant nonsense about a million pounds
being required as if the money had to
be found immediately? These argu-
ments would disgust any reasonable
man, and it is because of them that we
have the spectacle of so many Liberal
and Country party members voting for
the railway. It is unnecessary to say
anything muore, but I repeat that I am
proud to be hors to-night to see such a
conversion in favour of a railway
which should have been constructed
years ago.

.)r. VERVA RI) (Leederville) [I - 20]
A few minutes will suffice to define my
position with regard to this proposal.
During the recent elections I received
a letter from the secretary of the Esper-
ance Railway League asking my opinion,
in regard to this railway. In reply, I
stated that at that timne I held no opinion,
simply because I had no knowledge which
would enable me to express an opinioik
but 1 added that if the occasion arose
I would view the question with an open
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mind. I have endeavoured to retain
an open mind during the discussion.
I know nothing about the country be-
yond what I have heard stated hero..
I have listened with great attention to
the many arguments which have been
brought forward, and I admit that
soTne of them have been very strong
ones. tDecentralisation, has been touched
upon by quite a number of speakers
and I am in sympathy with it. I am
also in sympathy with the settlers in
that area as I feel they muist be greatly
isolated, and must have suffered many
inconveniences as a result of their
isolation. A great point has beeAl made
regarding the nature of the land ; it has
been classed as rich land. I do not
think that simply because it has been
classed as rich land it can be considered
to be amongst the best, because there
are other recommendations such as
rainfall to be taken into account. There
are millions of acres of rich land in the
State into which no farnner would pt
a bushel of wheat, simply because it has
not the requisite rainfall.

The Minister for Works : It would not
be wheat-growing land.

Mr. VERYALRD : It would be good
enough if it had the rainfall. Much
has been said with regard to the limited
rainfall in the Esperance district. I am
not fully convinced that there is suffi-
cient evidence that the rainfall is ade-
quate to ensure the full benefit which
should be derived by a railway from a
good farming area. In this respect I
feel inclined to oppose the Bill. Apart
from this, our financial position, which,
for some reason or another has not
been touched upon, should be considered,
because it is such that we should be
particularly guarded how we spend
.any money at present. On this account
I am disposed to oppose the scheme.
I have ito personal interests in the'
matter except so far as the proposal is
for the welfare of the State. If 1 felt
fully justified in supporting this railway
I should do so, but I do not think the
State is in a position to take the risk
attaching to it-

Mr. 'McDowall : What about the other
railway Bills ?

M1r. VEBYARD: I cannot help themt.
TJhey do not concern mue.

Mrx. 'MeDowall . We passed themn for
you, and noew we are asked to do withouLt
our own.

Mr. VERYAID : I ain not discussing
the other lines at present. We will be
taking rather too much risk if -we auth-
orise the construction of the Esperance,
line. At the same time, while I intend
to oppose the Bill, if the railway is
built I can only wish that the success
the Government expect will follow its
construction, and I shall be as glad as
any sutpporter of the mneasure to hear
of the success of the undertaking. I
rather regret that I have to oppose the
Bill, but f irnust vote according to my
convictions.

'rhoe 1MMITERt FOR WORKS tHon.
W. C. Angwin-North-East Freman tle-
in reply) [1-27] : It is unnecessary to
occupy much time in replying to the
discussion, because l10on. members are
almost unanimously in favour of the
Bill. I wish to asue some members
on the question of the responsibility they
place on the Government. The Gov-
ernment believe that it is in the best
interests of the State to construct this
railway, but Ministers, who, with the
exception of the Minister for Lands
and the Attorney General, are riot
farmers, are not expected to express
an opinion on the quality of the land.
We are here to place before the House
the reports of our responsible officers
and experts, so far as the agricultural
possibilities are concerned. We have
in every instance, and more particularly
where we expected opposition, placed
before the H~ouse the full reports given
to us by the officers who are there to
advise LW On the construction of rail-
ways. In introducing the Bill I thought
it wvould not be necessary to go back to
the old Advisory Board's report, be.
lieving as I did, that every person who
had taken an active interest in the
political questions of Western Australia
for many years would be fully aware of
the contents of that report. Yet, one
hon. gentleman, who was a member of
the former Administration, was not
able to say that there wag a large area
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of land in this district. He said the
Minister had not told the House what
area was available or wvhether it had
been inspected, and yet the Advisory
Board's report which he should have
perused carefully before discussing the
question in another place on a p~revious
occasion, gave the full particulars. When
"-e hear such arguments put uip by
gentlemen like the hon. member who
p~reviously occupied a seat in another
jpltce, I am not surprised that this
measure has been defeated in past Par-

ianigents. The hon. mnenber said if
the 0overninent selid ipeople out to
settle oin this land they will be doing
those people an injury because the
laud Will not grow wheat. He said
the return wagi 3-2 bushels per acre, and
last year it wvas only about three bushels
per acre, but I amn pleased that by
interjection he altered the figures to
4-2 bushels. This year the return is
5-8 bushels, and that is in a bad season.
Hie said it would mean the ruination of
the people to put them on the area.
He said " If you construct this railway
you will have to build a large harbour
at Esperance, and it Would cost a million
of money to put that harbour into such
a state that it would he able to carry out
shipping facilities that will be neces-
sary at the port."

Hon. J. D. Connolly :I did not say so.
'The MIDISTER FOR WORKS : When

I. interjected ' what was the harbour
for," his reply was " to shift the wheat."
I "'ill ask hon. members whether that is
not strong evidence of thre honest belief
of the hon. member that that land will
grow wheat, and that he is fully aware
of it, and that he is so certain that the
land is payable for wheat-growing, in
accordance with the report which has
been given by Mr. Sutton, that he be-
lieves in his own heart that the time
will not be far distant when it will be
necessary, and we hope that the time
will come, to make somne expenditurre
so far as harbour construction is con-
cerned.

Mr, Green: The hon. member will
never visit it in his life.

The INISTER FOR WORKS:
There has not been any greater advo-

cacy for the settlement, or one which
has been weighed so carefully for the
construction of this railway, than the
advocacy of the hon. member for Perth,
in the statement he has made to-night
in regard to the necessity for increased
harbour facilities to shift the wheat
that will be grown there. I ami pleased
with the support that has been given-to
the measure. I hope to have been able
to convince some of those hon. memnbers
who opp)osed it in the past. Since that
time thev general election has been
held and the people of the State are fully
aware of the position, and fully believe
that this railway should be constructed
at. anl ally date.

Question lput and division taken with
the following result

Ayes . .. 28
-Noes .. .. 7

Majority for .. 21

AVE.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Angw in
Cheapen
Collier
Cunningham
Jas. Gardiner
J. P. Gardiner
Gilchrist
Green
Griffths
Harrison
Hickmolt
Hol man
fludson
JTohnson
Johnstoni

Noe$

Mr. Connolly
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Veryard
Question thus passe

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MIr.
M r.
Mr.

McDowell
Mullany
.Ahungle
Noneo
O'Lnghlen
Scaddar.

Mr. Smith
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Willmott
Mr. A. A. Wlknn
M r. Jfeltnmann

(Tonler).

1.

Mr F'. Wilson
Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Mate

( Teller).

Bill read a second time.

Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
M4 r.

S. Stubb
Foley
Taylor
B~olton

Psias.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
SMr.

Against.
Carpen ter
Robinson
acorn
Allen

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee with-

out debate, reported without amend-
ment, and the report adopted.

House adjourned al 1-42 am. (Friday.)
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